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of-* 1011, acid reaction, containing a few blood corpuscles, a fewv
casts and soine aniorphious urates.

Th71is truly is a renirkable and siaisfactory result, but t1ue
explatnation thereof is to miy mind stili quite ob)scure. The treat.-
ment lias thus far becu purely empirical. Tlîe fitct that strippiiug
the capsule of the kidney relieves the condition of aibuiniria wa
stumbled upon accidentally, and it lias gralnally dawncd upon uis
that ,ve may possibly possess ain effective inethiod of treabing elhroiiie
and acute neplirit-is. Nothing w'e knof thie physiolugy anid
pathologry of renal secretion will adequately explain the restilts
obta.ined in this operation. rllere is here provided a field for
valuable researchi work, anîd, no dloubt, investigation wvill procevil
forthwith in the eKperiimrent.tl laboratory. Theî questions wliieh
have to be sol ve( are, hoN eau tliis operation procluce such an effi'ct
upon the secretory activity of the kidriey as to increase the ainount
of uirine secreted and to dimiinisli the amount of aibuntin, and liow
are thiese effects so far-reachiing as to reiove edenia and ascites

Mr. Regrinald Harrison lias sugges,-tegl au eý,planation w'hidîh
appeals to me as reasonable if applied to certain classes of cases.
Hie belitves that renal tension is relieved by splitting the capsule,
and thus the kidney is perinitted to perlorni its normal functiun.
Thiat i.ýnal tension exssin acute nepliritis no one wvill deny; sucih
rapid swelling or the organ lias occurred that, post-mortem, the calP-
sule lias been f'ound to liave actually burst. Well recognized prin-
ciples of surgery may thierefore be enmployed hiere, and an incision
of an aeutely intlained kidney mnay, by relie-ving tension, aiford
relief and effeet, a curejust as a glaucunia Ns relieved by iridectoiny,
or an acute orchitis is relieved by incision. Thies are comiparisons
suggested by Mr. Harrison, and we cannot but agrree that the arni-
nients lie advances along thiese lines f'or incision of t'Le capsule -f
the kidney in acute nepliritis are logical. The explanation is, hw
ever, not -adequate for thiose cases of aibuminuria. of'long tanin
which are relieved by simple niephirotomy-.:"

Mr. Harrison's successful cases are tîtose of post-scarlatiiâ~
nepliritis; nepliritis contracted- boy exposuirL to cold ; neplîritis if ter
influenza and that of traumatie origin. Hie lias also observed tliý
disappearance of albumin after operation iii calculous nepliriti.

In December, 1901, tîmere appeared in the New York 2f4a
Record a paper býy G. 'M. Edebohîls, of -i*,ew York, -%vithi the promis-
ing title, " Tle Cure of Clironic Bright's Disease by Operationi."
Tlîe autlior proposed to treat chronie Di3riht's disease by bilateral
renal decapsulation. Hie (rives a table of eigliteeni cases of kiduiey
operations wvhere aibumnin ivas present; of tliese, ciglît cases were
cured ; they iad al been under observation for froin one to eighit
years after operation, and the aiburnin and casts -%vere no longer
found in the urine. The other ten cases w'ere in inost instances
relieved. This looks nîiost promising and encouraging, but w'heùn
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