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of imagistrates and judges also before he fulfils ail the require-
inents of law. In order to further humiliate him lie miiay be
forced to spend a few weeks in gaol in the. company ('f
triininals, not because le has committed any crine, but for safe
keeping until the fornalities of the law have been comnplied
wvith. Again. the moment the poor- victii enters the portals of
an asyluim he is divested of ail civil and political rights, and
becomnes a dead man in the eyes of the law anid a ward of the
State. Is it any wonder, in view of the rigorus mnethod of
admission, tlt the people postpoie the ordeal as long as
possible. and only consent under the direst necessity ?

There are ianv incipient cases not aîltogether noln 9mpo
nclitis who dread the idea of being exainîiled and certified as

lunates. Many of this class would gladly avail themselves of
institution treatment if they were spared the ordeal of certifi-
eation andtl allowed to voluntarily enter a separate building or
cott' ge for trcatntt.

We know that too often conunitlment to an asylum carries
with it i badge of social degradation whicl haunts the poor
victiîa through life. and too often the publie are ready to
etiorse his norbid ntrospecion and lss of social caste. He is
looked upon as a. de-ad hr;mneh of the faily tree, antd it mnay be
evidence of further decav in other branches of the sane Lree.

Il Great Britain this question is occu ying a large amount
of attention, and an agitation is on foot for further legis:ation
look-ing to the relief of this class, by granting license*s to private
bouses, nurbing houes, and private asylums, for the treatmnent
of certain types of insanity, by voluntary admission. This is
practically a board ing-out systeim for the wel-to-do ehisses, in
chalge of physicians and nurses trained to the work. It is
evidence of a desire to avoid going to a public institution, wii
aIll that it implies. It is further evidence of a de:ire to receive
s)cCial treatmnent as against congi egate treatnent in the p:îublic
wards of an institution.

Few of our large state institutions are sufiliently Cqîui)ped
with scientific apparatus for conducting the best therapeutie
muethods in the treatient of even the aîcute and curable cases.
Newly admitted cases are thrust iii amuong flie commnon lera,
and too often loe their mental identity amid the g-eneral
throng. One las only to pass througli he crowded wards and
witness the mental and phy.ical inertia to be convinced of the
utter barrenness of flie muental therapy employed for the iii-
planting even the um;a!!est germ of mnetal reconstruciuon.
Surely it is a mockery of words to call this hosphial treatn*-nt.

What is the remedy for this condition of things ? How are
ve to Cope with this surcinc mass of insanitv ? What methods

siould we adopt to increase the recovery rate, and at the samle


