
OnRIGINAL CoMilICATIONs

with the s>ploose state ; in addition to the anodyne and an'i-spasmuodic
enemata, the acetate of norphia was given, in doses of j grain every
half lour, aller a few doses the pharynx nppcared to be involved, cither
by the general spasm, or froni the action of the chloroform, and the
medieine was several tines eaccted, on tho attempt to swallow being
made. The acet:ite of opium (or black drop) was substituted for the
morphine, aud after a perseverance in 1 grain doses every lalf hoi- for
sone hours, sleep was iniduced and sone slight degree of relaxati of
the spasn was ubserved ;l tii is manner she passed a tolerable mîghl,
but the tetanie condition appeured in no legree lessenetd on her awakcni-
inîg, the spo sIs comîing on with great Violence OU niy mfovenent of the
body--the culrving of the spine, fr.?wning of the brow, and risus sardon-
icus being very miarked. The liibs too aîîpeared now to become slightly
rigid, a considerable secretion of saliva and mucus caused imucl dis-
confort and constant hawking, there lowevŽr vas no mucus raie in the
bronchi, the heart's action was strong and regular, accompanied by a
slight systolie souîfllet. Shc never lad rheunatisi, nor crdiac afflctioni,
tlat she is aware of.-The cupping glasses were again applied tu the
spine, and about 10 oz. of blood taken, a blister placed on the sternum,-
croton oil liiniit rubbed on the back, and lier bowels being torpid,
oleum crotonis gtt. iij. and ol. ricini 3 ij. werc ordered, to be aided hy

pîurgive eema, If i.equirCd; these remedies produced no beneficial
etect on the spasm, which gradually bccamc more violent, accompanied
by frequent and sudd n jerking, aggravating her suiffering,any movement
of the body, evcn svallowiig, appeared to inereaso the spasmn. The case
secmed hopeless, the acetate of opium was continued every half hour,
under the superintendence of a puipil, and brandy and water as mucli as
she vouild drink, which was very limited ; during the night of the 19th
she again iad sorne slcep, and whilst ini her narcotized state, hummed
some airs, and appeared somewhat easier, the rigidity of the muscles
however did not relax ; she graduîally sank without any apparent
increase of suffering, and died in the niglt of the 19th, the 6th of her
attack.

The idiopathic nature of the attack, and its probable hysterical origin
at first gave hopes, that the case night have a more favorable issue, it
uevertheless held on its fatal course, very little inlaenced by the various
powerful remedies, so perseveringly persisted in. Cases of success-
fut treatieut of tetanus are occasionally recorded, under the influence of
some of the above remedies, but it is to be fcared that if all the cases of
tetanus were on record, the successfiul ones woiuld be in a very great
ninority. The infduence of clloroforni was very evident, but was


