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(Linn.) .. ........ y genus Hydrornetra is easily distinguishiable
from Gerris in the followving characters: i-Head drawn out into a long,
cylindrical si1ouit, recuirvant and in a longitudinal groove the beak.
Tlhese insects hiave the body very narrowv, slender and linear, the hiea-1
very long and siender, carrying at thie extremity of the elongate snout
two setaceouis four-jointed antennme. The eyes are large and globular
and are situated near the middle of the snout; Lininaeus miistook them for
tubercules. Th'le thorax is long and cylindrical, thie tegmina are very
short and inarrov and lie on the back, not occupying more thian the
interval beLweeni the second and third p)airs of legs. T1lie abdomen is very
long and slightly larger than the anterior portion of the body ; it is
cylindrical and hias two longitudinal keels, one on eachi side of the
border. Th'le legs are very thin and long, thle middle pair being nearer
the atiterior pair than to the posterior. Hydrometra loves aquatic
places, and ruins %vitlî some agility on the surfac.e of the water, but not
vcry rapidly. Lt is this habit thiat gives thiem their namie Hydronictra
(wvater nîicasuirer)." WVhen Latreille first establishied this genus it con-
tainied but tvo species, one from Europe, Il stag-nor-ur, and another
from- the W'est Inidies, thîe first serving as the type.

Cimex stagnoruim (Linni.), Latreille's type, %vas placed by Linnacus,
whlo described it, in his hieterogenieous genus Cirnex, ihichi included
niany wvidely different H-emiptera. Later naturalists in dividing upl this
genus I)laced . stagizoruiiii various gencra, suchi as Gerris and Emiesa,
uintil it %vas rescued by Latreille and placed iii a genus by itself, whiichi its
unique characters %vell merited. Later, l3uriieister,* setting aside
Latreille's wvork, pr.oposed the generic naine Limnobates fo- this inisect,
and this naine is frequently to be met with in comparatively recent books.

Th'le United States, like Europe, lias utp to the present but a single
species, and this (H.flineata) 'vas first described by Thomas Say.t I
quote the folloving Il H. lineata. Fuscous ; hiemelytra dulI whitishl
with black nervures. Inliabits United States. Body fuscous or brown,
more or less deep ; hiemelytra dulI whiitish or dusky, with black nervures ;
terguin pale, quadrilineate wvithi black ; twvo of the lines on the edge and
the interval between the twvo inner lines, duIl iitishi or bright yellowv
the incisuires of the segments more or less black ;beneathi and feet obscure

* " I-andbuch derE ntomologie" (1839), Vol. IL., No. 1, p. 2 10.
+ Th'le completc wvritings of Thomas Say on the Entoxiolo-.gý of North Anueric.t

(Leconte's E dition), Vol. 1., 1). 361.


