
ABRAHAM CHEAVE.

University honours; but hie wvas a
coinpanion of tliem who 11choose
ratheýr to sufer affliction ivitli the
people of God, than to enýjoy the
pleasures of sini for a season," and bis
naine deserves to be enrolled arnong
tte noble army of martyrs." Con-
vinced that aduit baptisiin by iimmier-
sion was the duty of ail believers in
the Son of God, lie siîbmitted to that
rite A. D. 16,18, and made a good
profession bef'ore many wîtnesses.
The chiurcli of wvhicli lie becamne a
inember wvas at thiat tie without a
pastor, and eutertaining a favourable
opinion of his mental and moral q nali-
fications for that office, invitcd
Cimeave to uridertake it, wlîieh he did
the flIou'ing year. Frouî autlientic
documents recording somne of the
principal events of bis life, lie appears
to have been an eminent Chîristian.-
a laborious minister-aiîd a patient
suiferer.

The restoration of Charles Il. Ad..
1660, was fohiowed, by royal profli-
gacy-arbitrary principles-national
degetieracy-thie violation of oaths-
the collision of parties-atîd the op-
pression of iion-coîîformists. Soon
aller this calamnitous event, Mr.
Cheave was sent to Exeter gaol for
hioldinrg religions asseniblies, contrary
1.0 ecclesiastical canons andi jutolerant
laws thier in force; but at the end of
three rnonths lie wvas liberated with
many compa .nions in tribulation, in
ail probability owing to the corona-
tion of the kingr. This liberty, how-
ever, was of short duration, for the
king and his rulers took counsel to-
gether against ail wlio asserted the
righits of cons-cience, and refuased to,
fait down and worship the idol of
Uniforinity which the bishops Iîad set
up. Spies and informers, "certain
lewd fellows of the baser soi," were
dispersed thromîgl thc kitigdoin "1,witm
autliority and commission fromn the
chief priests, thiat if' they found auy of
this wav, whiether they were men or
womnen, they miight bring thein bounid*

to the Star Cliamber, or Court of
Higli Commission.

Cheave sawv the gatbering storm,
and in a letter written to his friendg
A. D. 1662, thus expressed his fears :
IlSome Prom our neigbbourhood are
sent to the ancient place of confine-
ment, and 1 expeet every day the same
lot." That very year the Act of
Uniformity drove from the Estab-
lished Church 2000 of hier mnost learn-
ed and useful ministers, after whose
expulsion little remained but desert-
ed temples-pompons rites-drunken
priests-imperial strumpets-and a
licentious monarch. Cheave wvas sent
a second time to, Exeter gaol, for hold-
ing unlawtùl conventicles, and obey-
ing God ratlicr than man. During bis
confinement lie wvrote letters to bis
friends,exchortîng them to patience and
constancy in suffering for the truth,
and expressing bis sympathy toi'ards
those 14Who (in his own words) have
been visited by the constables. again
and again, ;unimoned before the
mayor, and fined for not coming to
cburch." At the end of three years
permission was * granted him to visit
Plymouth, but his eneinies fanding
him at liberty, sent him to the
Guildhall, and procured an order
for his perpetual banishmnent te
the Island of St. Nicholas. I his
IlPatmos," affliction was added to
bis bands by the prohibition of in-
tercourse with bis friends--soldiers
kept him a close prisoner-confine-
ment and sickness undermined bis
constitution - and after passing
through "lgreat tribulation," hie died
in bis place of banisbment, March 5,
1668, a martyr to the rights of con-
sciencu, and a victim, to religious iii-
tolerance IlAnd I saw the wornan
drunken witb the blood of the saints,
and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus; and when I saw bier 1 Wonder-
ed with great admiration.' T. P.

ccBle.-se;d are they wbo are perse-
cuted for rîghteoueiess' sake.-


