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1877; the mysteries of the unknown iinterior were penetrated, and
King Mtesi's appeal for (iliriisuan teaurs echoed round the wvorld
and revealed E thiop)ia, stretuhing out her hands unLo God.

0f course Africaw~as during ail tiiese yea.rs more andi more becoming
the one point of attraction; like a constellation in the firmament
whlich for some cause giows with. suprume spiendor, it became the cyn.
osure of ail eyes. Tfhe woridly maxi looketi that way, for vast richles,
vegetable and minerai, Iay disclosed between thfe suas; the spientific
man Iookcd that way, for geology and guography, the fauna and flori
inviteti and woluld, reward a, thorotigh rueuar-ch; the Christian man looke-d
that, ivay, for a h-umdred, millions of piuople wvaitcd, for the gospel, aùid
a highiway had been opeiied for the chariot of missions. A zone o!
liglit hiaditaken the place of the ducp darkîiuss that so long lay like au
impenetrable pall iipon equatorial Af-ricat.

R~obert Arthiing(ton of Leeds resolvus Vo make new investrncnts for
Christ in planting the gospel along the shores o! thleso lakes and river-s,
and missionary societies appeal1 for fresh recrutits to foIlow up flc patli
of the explorer by t.he labors o! the evangulist and tuacher and colis..
crateà physician.

Meanhilefrom the lifte kingdoni of Belg(,ium there cornes a new
anti very remarkabie sigii of the coininig fuiture for Africa. King Leo.
-pold II. lias been watching the,, deveiopments o! Africani discovery and
studIvingthe sigis o! tî . tirnus. Goti Iaditakunl his only son, anidiwieil
hoe laid his dust iii the sepuichire hoe turneti. zway from thec grave sz1y.
imxg, "I h lave nothing to live for." But a voico fromi tabove st-enicti to
Sayi 'cLjive for Afica." 1l lieuard atid hleudut the celustial voice, and
dletermined hienceforth to adopt the ïqtble sons o! the Park Coutineiit
as blis owni, aid spei lus Ilile ani lis imeiltruailre for thxe devel.
opnient and direction of this new empire lyinig along the Conigo.

This B3elgian king, while Stanlley was ýet iii the heart of t.quatorial
Africi., summions a, conference -at, l3rssuls, Sept. 12 to, 14, 18M6, and
the African -International AseociaiÎo2L is the result.

lus Majesty the Kilng( o! the B3el cians invitet o this conference a nn-
ber of the lcading geogratphers o! the chie! nations o! Europe. Reipresen.
tatives gathurcd !rom. (errnaiiy, Fx~u-lnay France, Great Brit-
ai, Ttaly andi Riss.i, as -well as from Belgiuim, andi the rusult of tieir
d1eliherations was an agi(rcenet that au international commission, lxav-
ingt its seat at the Belgian capital, shoulti be founlded for the purpus,:e
o! exploring and civilizing Çentral Africat; eachi nation co-operating
.qhould cstab)lish a,, national committce to coilct siubscriptions to fuirther
the commion outi and senti delegautus Vo the commission.

The first to formi such nationial coinilittue was Bulgitun, the mecm-
bers meeting under the presidency o! Leopold IL. hiinsclf, Novemlbe
0'. 1876. WVe *Iannot foIlow the history o! tixis Internaional Commis-
sion in detail. Those, who are not alrcady fanailiar witli the mninutie
inay find, them, fully -proecrvcd iii Stanley's book on tlic Cougo, vol. i.

[JUNE,


