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fleing of the seed of Abi½ihanî according to the flesh, and being born and
brought up in the covenanted Church of Israel, Hie deeply concerned
Himself in promoting ail the best interests of is country. Hie was no
secret conspirator against the Goverrnmcnt-aiwfully corrupt though it
was; but He oponly exposed and dcnounced the wickedness and injustice
of the rulers. Hie was no political dcmiigogue ; but lie earnestly sought
the reforniation of ail the institutions of the land, and laboured con-
tinnally, by I-is instructions and example, to raîse lis countrymen froni
a state of ignorance, vice, and imupiety, te a state of intelligence, virtue,
and piety. lis divini, nission was to our world, and for the whole ivorld
of man ; but le conmued lus personal ministry within the narrow limits
of is own country, tha.t fromi it, as a centr*e, tiie gospel of is kingdom
might spread abroad over ail the world.

We are indeed instructed by the sacred record of His life that, as soon
as He had entered on ]Ris public ininistry, Ie called and quaiified twelve
men to preach the gospel, and sent thein forth among is countrymeu,
and enjoined thein, sayingr, "lGo net into the way of the Gentiies, -and
into any O-'ity of the Samaritans enter ye flot. But go rather to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preacli, saying, the king-
dom of heaven is at hiand." Ini'ediately, however, before is ascerg-4oi
to -Ieaýr0cn, fie extended the commission of His Aposties, saying, <' Go
ye therefore and teach ail nations, baptizingr them, in the name 'of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the fioIy Ghiost: teaching them to
observe ail things whatsoever I -have cornmanded you." The spirit of
christian patriotism, however, so ruled lu themn, that they continued labor-
ing in season and out of season to convert their brethren and countrymen
in Jeru3alemn and the land of Israel, tiil they werc forced by perseoution
te llee for their lives into the way of the GentiIes. Foreign missionary
operations were now carried on ln rigYht earnest, and ever since they have
held a conspicuous place amongy the g"reat enterprises of the church, when
in a prosperous state.

We are then clearly'instructed by the exainple of our Lord and Ris
Aposties that our fdllow citizen-0 should have the first fruits of our
christian sympathies, and that the church's home missions should have
the.pre.eninence among hier enterprises. Our church lias ever been, an-
I hope will ever«be, a missionary churchi; and the very fact that we have
now our home missions in Canada is a clear proof that God has blessed
our church with prosperity; that slie lias got a firmn footing in the land';
and that she is being honoured ln connectioiî with other evangelical
churches in preparing Canada for a grand future. 1 ani very sorry, how-
ever, that 1 have been appointed te address you this evenir ,on the
subjeot of Canada as a home mission field. I have now been nominally',
ait least, long off the field of travelling pre-achers ; consequently, f 'have
not those vivid impressions and recollections of the field, which, 1 had
when traversing the land; and it is exceedingly difficuit to make t1he
subjeot interesting by quotations* from. dry statistis-the only sources
of information which our church has, of our rnissionary operations ln the
country. I do, therefore, think that a brother more recently on the field
should have occupied my place this evening. I have, however, some
impressions and recollections of my travels and labours, and of the aspect


