
Red4 ii Action.1'

Roughily speaking tliis is the field of
investigation in whlic1x tlîis forni of criti-
cisîn is applied ; aîîd probably, bold anud
bare as this atatemnt necessarily is, it
will lie sufficient to indicate to every
studeut its vast importance. The Bible
is not merely il bock ; iL is a literature,
and the most rernarkable literature in the
world. liuuanly speakiug, it, is not the
preduet of eue naind but of rnnny. Tiiere-
fore, eaehi of these documents, before it
eau he fully understood, must bc studlied
not only by itself, but iu thie liglit of the
circuinstances in whicli iL ivas ivritten,
and cf the peculiar characteristies, and
qualifications of the writer. lu the absence
of outside sources of information, or
wliere the sources are few and defective,
these have to be deciphered from the
document itseif, by a process of induc-
tion sixuilar to tlîat by i0hîich the student
of Nature comipels lier to yield up lier
secrets to liim.

This is the Higlier Criticisuî. It 18 the
Bacoinian uethod applied to a most in-
terestiug and important brandi of biblical
inquiry. 0f course it may be unskilfully,
carelessly, or wickedly eniployed ; and in
any of these casei the result will be
useleas, if not, positively injurious. More
than this, our owu ignîorance, prejudice,
and iaek of confidence in the truth whien it
happens te lead us iu ways tlîat we know

net and patlîs tlîat we have net knowu,
nîay lend us to sce hobgoblins wlîere-
thiere are noue, and to mnistake the frieuds
of a Bible for iLs eneniies.

IL is not possible lu a l)rief notice of
this kind te describe this method. For
thîis the reader is, referred te the work
under review. IL is weIl written and
bears the marks throughout cf being the
produet of a tliorouglily conserî'ative uiud
determined te prove ail tliings and te hold
fast thînt which is good. The very fulet
that the autlior fills the chair of Biblical
Thîeology iu McCormiek Thîeological Semn-
mnary is a sufficient guarantee for lis
erthodoxy. But he lias tîxe good seuse
te perceive net only that " The Higher
Oriticismn" is here te stay, but that it has.
a riglit te stay ; and that it is by the
sober and judicieus use of this rnethod.
that the aberrations of reckless and iu-
judicious critics are te lie corrected, and
the uxischief wlich any of theni have
donc lu te lie undone. Perspicuity is.
perlîaps, the îuost striking qumtlity of
Prof. Zenos' style ; and net Ieast anong
the virtues wvhich the book huas te cein-
nxeud itis the tact that thmough itdeaiswith
80 g7reat a subjeet it is a comparatively
suxiaîl eue, and witlial one that can lie
easily read aud understood, aud may b-
lieartily recommnded te, anyoue inter-
ested iu the subject, of wvhich it treats.

REST IN ACTION.

Silently, silently, the hand of GodI is wveaviing
An ever.changing tapestry to cover earth and sky z

Silemtly, silent.ly, apparent loss retrieving.
Hie inaketh ail things beautiful that round abouit us lie.

Sileutl 'Y, silently, the love of God is throwing
The blessings of Fis providence before us every day,

Silently, silently, Fis foresight is bestowving
The'inerdies that we hiardly pause to notice on our way.

Sileutly, silently, the niit of God is speedingy
The'planets on tlieir dizzy course lround the central sun;

Silently, silently, Fis watchful eyes are reading,
The record of Eteruity, the work that Hie lias done.

Silently, silently, th1roughi His vat crention,
Fromn every star in heaven, every hlossomn of the sod;

Silently, silently, Hie makes the revelation
That quiet in acliievement is the attribute of God.

Silently, silently, we listen to His teaciig
Tliat quietness and confidence are gifts of God to manl

Silently, silently, we lift our heads heseeelîing
Tlîat we may live iu Iîarinoiiy witlî Fis eternal plan.

Sileutly, silently, fulfllling love and duty,
We enter iute peace that rests like sunshine on our wvay;

Sileutly, silently, our lives expand in b.tuty
Until we reach the glory of the Everlasting Day.
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