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THE CIHRISTMAS BIRTI ©9XG.
“ Glory to God in tho llighest and on ¢ - eeace,
good will towards men.” St Luxe, 1. 44,

Hanx! to the sound, bekold the light!
The Saviour comes to carth:
And all tho hosts of licav’n neite
To celebrate 1is birth:
In glory clad, they chant the chorul strain,
Glory to God on high, aud peace to carth agaiu.

O for the tones <7 that bright throny
To graco ks natal Jay;
And with their full-voiced matin song
‘I'o welcome in this day:
Tho day of joy which through 2 thousand years
s shed its eunshine on this vale of tears.

Tho' carth bo doom’d to primal wor, 3
*Lis still 10 glndness wod 3
The’ darkness shrouds all tkings below
The light is over head:
Arnd now the Star pours down its ray screne,
Where Chrigt resides, tho' leafless Lo the seene.

R

As at thy conscerated shrine
O Saviour Ton, we full,
Inspire onr hearts with love divine,
Lo livo in peace with all;
And songs of glory to the Lord Most 1ligh,
13e mingled with our works of charity !
V. .

Religions AWgccliunn.
(Iv-'r-mn .ll;c~C;o.'-om'al éhu;c}x C:l;rorl-tzgle~fur 2/;1;71;47-).
THE CHURCHES IN THIL PAST.

Tue Editor 1as lately reccived from Ameriea a
small but exceedingly interesting volume, by the
lev. I. 11 Tuttle, of New York.® LThe author
intends to publish **Somo fuller deseriptions of
Foreign Men and Forcign Places,” but meanwhile
*hie feels it an imperative duty immediately upon
bis return from an extended journey, to communi-
cate to his luctbren some interesting ficts respecting
the Comamunions in the Xast, and thus to acquiz
bimself in somo dezree of the obligations which
rightly rest on thoso wlo are permitted to exchange
fraternal tokens with those faroff brethren in Clirist.
More than this, the touching cutreaty of Bishop
Stephanus seemed to constitute the writer the bear-
ct of a special messago to the Awmerican Church.”

The author ficst speaks as an American Church-
man night be expected to speak of the * Scottish
Communion.”  He then speaks of ** English Breth-
ren,” and of the ** Mother Chureh” of Eagland.
We should bo glad to transter to our pages all he
says on this subjeet, if our limits would permit.—
We will venture to extract the fullowing passage :—

“ Buz her home work is, perhaps, her lighter
achievemnent.  ller Episcopate is estending with
primitive suceess.  Her spiritual Jife is going out
mto all lands.  1ler clmpcis arc to Lo found all orcr
Europo and the East.  Her existence at home and
abroad constitutes a mighty section of the Kingdom
of Christ.

With thus ouch already achieved, wlo, I say,
bas boldness to estimate her progress? Lor what
are the elements of the reckoning ¥ I noed not sveak
of 2 Liturgy which expresses so accurately tho tem-
verand faith of the Gospel.  But I may refer to tho
spizituality of the discourses heard, aye, Aung upon,
ky ber millions of devout worshippers.  Who, also,
are those offering themselves for tho altar and the

# v Qcr Brethren in Every Citr”  Brief Skeiches of
Teropean and ¥astern Churches, By Iev. Isaac 1.
‘Tuttle, A. M. Rector of St. Luke’s Charch, New York.
Padacy and Rasecll. 1835,

pulpit? Many of England’s noblest and weulthicst
sons. Hor echiolars aro foremost in tho world of
Clristian literature. The best cnorgies of her
geeatest minds aro plied with scrupulous industry in
watching and guiding and maturing a bigh Christian
cducation. Best of all, the Sovercign herself of
that clovated kingdom sets tho exnmpfc of parcatal
oversight and domestic oulture, by consuming the
first hour of cach day in personally cmbuing her
clildren with koowledge that may make them wise
unto salsation. And what estimuto of result shall
we place upon God’s own chosen instruments of
public prayerand celebration of the Holy Jucharist ?
Knowing the strong negative to the inquiry, * Isthe
Lord’s hunu shortened that it cannot save,” well
may we wouder what must be in stere for a peoplo
with their devotion.  There am about as many
churches daily opened for Divine Servico in Groat
Britain us wo number churches in the whole United
States. The light and power which 1ssue from that
vowmunion are the most hopeful sourco of this
worid’s regeneration.”—p. 14,

aie author then gives a very striking account of
the cervmony at St. Pater’s, ** that ever humiliat-
ing event,”” when the Pope *¢ assumed the power of
adding a new Articlo to the Christian Iaiih.”

But we wish to extract from Mr. Tuttle’s book,
those passages in which he speaks of the Churclies
which he visited in the Enst. He fisst writes of
Alexandria, and of St. Athznasivs.

ts of that neble man and age.  Awmioug the Cop-
stic Christians are unquesiionably to be found the
survivors of the old Egyptian Sce of 8t Mark’s.—
It was solemn cven to enter within czo of their sanc-
{uarics ; it was doubly so to Lo led by the Dishop
Grst 1o the spot uader the alter where St. Mark is
said to have been buried. It was dgeply affecting
to kueel down among these brethren oi'a darker skir,
and unite in heart, if not in a common laguage.—
To this church I ofien repaired. I watched with
lively inte.est for surviving customs of known prin:i-
tive practice.  The architeetural arrangements bore
witness to the great sacredness of the Sacraments.
Its outer courts fur penitents, and its ianer one for
thuse not under discipline; the Psalter and the TLes-
sons, the Jopistle and the Gospel, were all well-re-
cognised features.  But though these was censider
able decorum, yet to the stranger it was uninspiring.
Thero was no visible joint worship of tho wwomen
with the male congregation and the priests. A close
lattice sereen shut off the females by themselves ;
and the salutation of their lips, not only to the
hands of tho pricsts, but even to tho swered vest-
ments, bespole a degraded spirituality. You felt
that but little light, or heat, or healthfu! energy
came forth from that priesthood and lagy to dis
pel ths surrounding mists of heathen ignomance.
Onee, indecd, they struggled maafully; and we
will sympathise with them for what they have ender-
cd, from age to age, in theiv mere sufferance of ex-
istence.

Nor can much more that is satisfactory be axid of
the Greek branch  that still survives in Alesandria.
Those voices in that city, once so vocal with the
praises of Jesug, have too fur died away, In their
place are Leanl tho-e strange notes of Mussulmans
standing on the lofty minarets of their inosques, and
ringing out their perpetual sumwmons fur worship-
pers.*

The testimony respecting this portion of the coun-
Iry will, uuhbappily, apply to almost the length and
breadth of Jugypt. Yet our heurts were wado to
bleed again and again at evidences of bitter eadur-
ancer for Christ’s sake. Searcely had all Egypt
been wan aver to Christianity, cre the Arch-Impos-
tor, with his host of myrmidons, massed through it
with the fire and the sword. and whole towns stillat-
test how, twelve centuries ago, thousands and tens
of thousands would yicld their all sooner thag deny
their Tord. Xven to this day, you may find frag-
ments of the old BEzypiian Church worshipping amid
deserts, and in most bleak and secluded spots, whith.
er thoy then took skelter from their persccutors,
Whero tho occupants are no niore, you may sce tho

- % ** Wolook abroad over the city for the descend-
&)
)

® And yet thero is somcthing beantiful in this decla.
ation, heand at the dead of night, from thoso scatinels
perchied high on the pinuacie, 1t is better to pray than
to slecpt”

———— ———e

caverns, and dens, and mountain tomby, where be-
lievers wero long shiclded from tho destroyer. And
it would bavo melted iuto friendly syuipathy the cold-
vet nature, to have witnessed how these down trod-
den beliovers appreciate a fraternal interest ; and if
usked whothor they ave Christian, how they will lay
bare their out-stretched arms to show on it the uni-
versally imprinted cross—their sacred token of life
adberenco to Christianity. They returned my frater-
ual greting with their customary salutation to
priest of the Church.

Cuuncus ve tne Nine.—And now for clearer
tokens of mutual sympathy, for their claims upon us
of brotherly love beyoud the cool formulity, * Be yu
warmed and clothed.’

I wish, brethiren, every man, woman and child of
our cowmunion would bave their spiritual interest
cxcited by tho interviews we enjoyed at Grand Cairo
tue wetropolis of Egypt.

Copts.—Wo wers scarcely seated in the presence
of the Patriarchh of tho entiro Coptic Church, beforo
he was anxious to learn our enzrufting into the truo
vine of Christ. His eyo kindled, his wonder was
apparent ot the reciul of our progress, and the num-
Ler of our Bishops. o was neither ignorant or iv-
different concerning the larger and older divisions of
Christendom. Il understood, also, the causo of
their no-intercomnmnion, Lut all his koly indigns-
tion was aroustd as ho heard, first from my lips, of
the Iate_presuiption at Rome—ler arrogant claim
of speaking by divino inspiration for the whole
Church—her departurs from the primitive standards.
Ascertaining that the Protestanism of our Church
ueant uot a mero negation, or parity with any volun.
ta y socicty, hut that it was opposition to Rome, by
au carncst acherence to the trae and ancient Catbo-
lic veritics, he rose up foom his divan full of holy
ardour, declared chat wo were still closer brothers ;
that he, oy, then, and all bis commnien, were P’ro-
testanis; that everytbing would bo saz:ificed sooner
than yicld to those Papal cxactions s utterly un-
known amoug the boly fathers. ¢ What wisery,” ko
caid, * has nut Rume entailed on the Chureh, while
despising those words of onr Lord, *“ My Kingdom
iz not of this world.”  We surselves Livnour, we
revere the Blessed Virgin ; for how can we forget
the passage, * From henceforth all generations shall
call mo blessad.” * But.” he added. *who dare
make her 1 mediator, or advanee ber to the throne
of God %

My heart beat with fresh hope when he took uy
over the rooms where a1 large school was just opened
under bis own supervision, for the acconunuvdation
of youth. s soul was wrapped up in this nursery
of the Church. 1le knew the value of education.
He deplored the want of it in his own carly youth;
but referring with the most tender emotions to bis
father, while residing in Abyssinia, for rewarding
his fitst, though feeble, progress in knowledge, he
was now determined to express his gmtitude, by
offering to the young the most favourable advattages
in bis power. To this instiwtion be should svon
look for a beiter educated clergy, for those whe
would wield wider influence iu civil life.  Butay the
streamn will rise no higher than its fountain, how did
1long for suino cnlightened clergy to lubour judi-
ciously in this seminary under the sanction and en-
couragement of what dignitary ; and 10 have somo
control over those publications which 1ay soon issae
from that press, whose mechanical working he way
so curious to learn, and which he was anxieus
bave connceted with his youthful college.

The Armenian Metropolitan, in the same city,
was not a whit less indiguant at the swelling preten-
sions of their ancient sister in the West, nor less
confounded at her late marvellous assumption re-
speeting the Mother of our Lord. He soon learned,
and with joy, our historical membesship with the
body of Christ. With sufficiently rcaJ; learning,
he referred to the Church of the early centurics, and
the great doctrines then so warmly controverted ;
and going with us over his own chureh, he pointed
to the chapel of St, Peter and St. Paul, and said.
*“Qur Western brethren will find that we, also
higely bonour St. Peter and all the Apostles, buc
thoy will find thers no crucifix’ Truo, neicher here
nor in tho Coptic Church bas a crucifix cver been
sanctioncd.  Even paintings are only tolgrated as «

pictorial instruction.



