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- ABIEITIT US. FOR IT 1S EVENING”

- ,m}tﬁoa‘n‘n Tuddinuw march we are told by those
* yhg ohsogre dhat unhappy people, 18 marked Ly
" wineaof preatdistres The sick and tho weary, if
Q"unnot keep up with the camp, are dueseried,
w

wen towands nighteall, when the fainling limbs
M* any lonzer to diharge their allice, pitenus
eibdg- will arisc frotnt thosu left behind to die. * Abide
R as—just a futle whil+, the mzht draws nigh, 1t s
ey, bat 3 lictlo rest wll 00n restore our strengil—
Abids with us, and  alandon ux not to the horrors of
_yaiation in this oyr exteemuty.”—Mans ear torns
fesi tho call, hut not so that of the Loup oult Sav-
wui Ooce it was addressedd o them n perron, s
eiples wero faint and desolate. It was tha.evéping
s (e day, and to them it seemed like untd tl:e‘%in-
ing of their lives, It was then that le %ppe: d
 faoléo in perron as he always will to bis peaplo™o
el They said « Abale with us: for it g2 lo-
g ﬂm&:_::, and the day is fur spent.  Llnd e went
g’ﬁ}crry with thon.  sAnd it came topass that as he
Mgl meat with thent, he took bread, and blessed it, and
iy, ond yore it thon”  Awd soit is that my Bles
ik Losd appesrs to we i person, and communcs with
uk,'!,bcu in sickness or sorrow, L call upen Hum to
ey e 0ot in my desolation.  And when friends at
i last hoor leave me, and the shades of aight grow
- Gk, then I know e cometh.

. “Tanuy withme. O, my Saviour!

"= Forthogay Is passlug by 3
See ! the shades of evenur -2 gather,

. Ard tha night 1s drawio. mgh 1
Tarry with e ] tarry with me!
Pass 1nc not unheeded by ¢

" Raoy feiends nemo gatlered roaad me,
* Inthe drighs days of the past;
Bat the grave has closcd abore them,
And I linger ticre the last §
1am Yonely : tarry  with me
Till the dreury night Is prast.

¢ Dimm'd for mo is carthly beaniy;
Yet the szirit’s cyc would fuln

Tcst upon sby lovely features.
Shall I seck, Dear Lord in vain ?
Tarmry with mc, O, my Sasloar!
Iatme sco thy amile again

Deall my cer to earth-born music.
Bpeak thou. Lord, In words of cheer;
Tecbla, totiesiog my footstep,

-Elaks my heart with sudden fear:

-Cast thine zrms, dear Lond, arournd me,
.. et maleel Thy presence acee.

Tahbfal memory paints Lefore me

- -Frery deed and thought of 3in ¢
Open thou the blood-Giled fonntaln,

... Cieense my guilty soul within.
Tiérry, thon forgiving Saviour }
"Wash 1o wholly frou my sia ¥

‘Deeper, deeper grow the shadows,

. Taler now tho glowing West:
. ‘Swift b vight of death advacces;

: &lalt it dethe night of rest ¢

. Tarry with mae, O, my Savioors -

. Yay my head upon thy breast ?
Fesdle, trembling, faindng, dying,
Jord, K czst myscifon tice .
Tamy withme through tho datkness ¥
Whlla Teleep aslll wateh Ly rme,
Ti ks moralng, then awake me,
Daarest Lord, to dwell with thee.”

PROSPLRITY UNPAVORADLY TO RELIQION~~
Thy who live o and warm in a rich catate
Whbvwa coma 15 Leat themselres at th altar.
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‘withLot. Andthisisa great mark of the reality of

child of

Brtgfoun SRIBecHany.
111; LINGERED.
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Witor §s this man that lingdtdd ?— Loty the-nophew
of tauthtul Abrahaw.  And wHetrdid by hngor ?—"Lho
very marning Salow was to b Uustroyold.  And where
i ho bngger 2— Within tho ‘Falls of Stdom-itsell. -
And belore Whom dul ho liufet $—Underthoeyes of !
the two nngels, who were sont'vo bring bim out of the
iy, "

Reatler, the words dre solbd{n, and full of food  fur
thought 1 frust they will foake you thik. Who
knows but they aro the very %ords yobr coul require ?
Tho voice of the Lonl Jemuifo"mmaudl you (o * re-
member Lot's wite.”  (Lukae:Xvii 32.), The voieo of
onu uf bix ministers invites yhithis Lent season to ve-
member ot k4

1. What was Lot t .

This 19 1 wost unportant-pointe If Tleave it un-
noteeed, §anall perhaps miss that class of professing
Chrutians 1 want expecially "to benefit.  You would
perheps say, attor reating this paper, * Ab! Lot was
a poor, dark creature,—ag uticonverted man,—a cbild
of tins world ;—no wonder be lingered.”

Bat mark now what 1 aay,’ Lot was nothing of the
kind, Lot wasa true belisvet—a real child of God,
—a justified soul,—a vighteous man. .

Has any one of you grace in hisheart 2—So also bad
Lot.

flas auy 020 of you a hope of Salvation 2—So alro
had Lot.

Is any onc of you a new creature 2—So also was
Lot.

Isany oncofyou a traveller in the narrow way
wkich Jeads unto life 7--So.al10 was Lot.

Do not think this is enly*my private omoion,~a
mere arbirary fauey of wy own,—a uotion unsup-
ported by scripture. Do not supposc 1 want you to
behieve it, merely because Isay at. Ths Holy Glost
bas placed the matter beyond controversy, by calling
m ¢ jus,” and * sighteous,” (2 Peter 1. 7, 8,) and
bas given us evidence of the grace that was in bun.

Oue ovidence is that he lived in a wicked place,
“ seeing and bearing” cwit 2ll around him, (2 Peter
ii. 8,) and yei was not wicked hnuself.  Notw to be a
Daniel in Babylon, an Obaduahin Alab’s house, an
AUyl iu Jeroboam’s {awmily, a <amtin Nero's cout,
apd a nizhiteous man i Sodon. a wan must bave the
grace of God. |

Auotlier evidence is, that he * vexcd bis son! with
tho unlawlul deeds” Lo bebeld zround bim (2 Peter
ii. 8) le was wonnded, grieved, pained, and hurt
at the sigh: of sin.  Tlus was feeling like holy David,
who says, ¢ I beheld the transgressors, and was griev-
cd because they kept not thy word.” ¢ Rivers of
waters run down my eyes, because they kept not thy
law” (Paaln exix, 136, 159) Nothiag will account
for thiz but the grace of God.

Anotlier evidence is, that ke ¢ vexed his soul from
day to day” with the unlawful drcds hesaw. (2 Peter
ii. 8.) Ho did not at length become zool cnd lukes
warm about sic, as many do. Familiarity and habit
did not taky off the fino edge of his feclings, as tov of.
ten isthe case.  Afany a man is shocked and stariled
at the frey sight of wickodness, and yet becomss at
last 5o accustomed {0 see it, that ho views it with
comparativo unconcern. This is capecially the caso
with tboso who live in greatcities. Bat it was not s0

bis grace.

Such an ons was Let,—ajut and righteous man,
a man sealed and stamped as an beir of heaven by -the
Holy Gtost Himself.

Reader, befare you pass on, remember that a truo
Christisn may bave many a blemish, maoy 3 defect,
many g0 infirmity, and yot boa true Curistian acver-
theless.  You do aot despiss gold becanss st 13 mized
with moch dross.  You must aot undervaluo grace, be-
causo it is accompanied by much cozruption. Read
og, and goa will find that Lot paid dearly for his hng-
ering. é.g‘;!o not forgetas you =tad, that Lot was a
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11 Lot us pase on to a recotsd thifg—
What does the text n{rcmly auoted, tell us alout Sota
behavivur £

‘I'he words arc wonderful and datounding, « lle
lingered » and the more you consider the titne and

‘clrcutustahics, the more wonderful you wili tliink

tieln,

Lot knaw the awful condition of the city in which
hestood ; + the ery™ ofits allomination had * waxon
great bufore the Lord 3 (Gen. Xix, 13.) and yef he
linpered.

Lot knew tho fearful judgeinent comin,: lown an all
within its walls ; tifo angels had eaid plmnly, « Tho
Lord bath sont us to destroy it 2* (Gen. xix, 13.) atd
yet he lingered.

Lot kaew that God was a Goid who always kept His
word, and if lie sail a thing would &urcly doit. Ho
couldd hardly bo Abrabam'’s nepbew, und live long with
hitd, and not be awaro of this. Yet be lingored.

Yot believed thero was danger, for Lo went to bis
sons-tn-law, and warned them to fleo 5 4 Up,” e said,
“ Got you out of this place 3 for the Lord will desiroy
thiecity”  (Gon. xix. 14.)  And yot he lingored.

Lot saw the angels of God standing by, waiting for
him and his family to go forth. Aid yet he lingered.

1ot heard the voices of these ministers of wrath ring-
ing 11 bis cars to hasten bim, * Arite, lest thou be con-
sumed in the iniquity of the city.” (Gen. xix. 14.)—
Aund yet ho lingered.

1o was slow when bo should bave'been quick,—
backward when heshiould have béen forward,—tri-
fling when ke sbould bave been hastening,—loitering
when he should hnave been hurrying,—cold when bo
should have been: bot. It is paising stranged It
scems almodtinerédiols ! It appeass too. wonderful
to be true.  But the Spitit wiites it down forouv learn.
ing. And so it was.

And yet, reader, there ore many of-tho Lord Jesus
Clrust's people very lkeLot.

Mark well what [ say. I repeatit, that thero may
bo no mictake about iny meaning. Ibave shown you
that Lot liugered,—1I say that there aro many Chris-
tian men and Chnistian women in this day very liko
Lot

There aro many real children of God, whoappear
to know far wore than they e up to, and sce far
more than they practice, and yet continue in this stato
for many years. Wonderful thoy go as far.as they do,
and yet go no funther !

They hold the Ilead, even Chnst, and love tho
truth.  They like sound preaching, and assent to every
article of Gospel doctrine, when they hearit. But
still there is an indescribable romething whichisnot eat-
sisfactory about them. They are constantly doing
things which disappoint the expectations of their mivis-
ters, anid of moro advanced Christian friends. Alar-
vellous that they should thiok as they do, and yet
stand still.

They believe in heaven, and yet seem faintly to
fong for it ;~and in hell, and yet seem litile to fear
it. They love the Lord Jesus, but the work they do
for Him issmall. They hate the devil, but hey of-
ten appear to tempt bim to como to them.  They know
the imeo iashort, out ther live asif it were long.—
They know they have a battls to fight, yet a3 man
might think they wero at poace. They know they
have a race to run, yet they often look tike peoplo sit-
ting still.  They know thatthe Judgo is at the door,
and there is wrath to come, and yet they appear nalf
asleep. Astonishing they shoold bs what they aro,
aad yet ha nothing more!

And wkat shall we say of thess peoplo ? They of-
tea puzzle godly fricnds and relations. They ofteu
caute great anxiety  They often givo miso to great
doubts and searchings of beart. Battbey may be clas-
sed under ono sweoping descripticn : they aro all breths
ren and ostors of Lot.  They linger.

These ave they who get tha notion intotheir minds
that it is imopossible for allbolisvers tobo very boly
and vary spiritual.  They allow that eminens holiness
iz a beausful thing. They like to read about itin
books, and ovan to s2oit occasionzllyin othars. Bat
they do not think that all aro meant o aim' at 20 high

nstandard. At any rate they seem to makasp their
miads it is bayond their reach.



