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by eapluning every thhag you inquire about, it
would make a bouk nsteod of a fetter. Bhe says all
the village 1s us wsaous as you agre to hear about
Roman Catholies, {1 vou have st got a new
curate, who does so many sirmee Saogs, and has so
many new wavs, that you are all wonelening *wha
st of a Carstian e 157 And Mes Weosays that old
o b ldquite frighiened, and sad the people
quite a ¢ Pasey) whae i shie
heheves s something abour Guy 1'.eles, but sne
docs net keow at all what 35 hut that yon said
he was a very good man, aud s duiag mwre fin the
sprritual good of the parish than has ever bees: done
smce you can remember; aml th.tas pretry long
160, secing you ate in your *cighiy-one And Mrs
W. ravs he Likes very mitch to come and ehat with
vou, and to hear about v ald faandy, and the good
old customs at the Hall, fur he seeins to Lihe every
thing that is «ld and ansient. And she savs you
make hm explain to you the meammg of Ins new
ways in the Churci;, wlhuch he says. are very old
vays. And that he .r courages all tha old peonle
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to keep up their custo s and janised Mar, very

that no ane knows any thing about their true siwa:-
fication, or why the Church practises them.  Some
things they c¢nll supcrstitions, which have notinug
whatever to do with sapersttiion; not sceming .
know the real meaning of the word superstitvg.,
which 11 teath has to do wath the devil 3 and ai
the practices whneh te: Clinrel allows, have to o,
with God s and e adbused us means 1o oaier 4
pray, or to remind o pras or o ad o priy, or b
remind of same one or ather ol Guil's mercios 1o,
or o uiite us an jroang fur the members of so.ne
sucicty Uy which we oulong. The Roman € thowne
Cliurcir ablins superstition, and s most vigilant
preventing her cnbdren from praciising any thang
that can teod o any way tewards . No Roma
Catiolic iy go to a gipsy, for vistasee, to have his
fortune wid, or seck 1o find avy tupg ont by con-
suling cunning w o, or astrologers, as very respect.
able people often doin England. 1 waswuld by a
Iriend a short time before §left England, that shore
are astrologers now in London, who have constuat-
ly carriages at their door. Aud I hnew many persons
who shunned what they called it omens. A very

much for nluays curtseying betore the aitar whenjclover and prous Lely Thave seen ook quite alarmed
she passed it, though she savs, that 1f 1t has nn.\*iu‘ !m\m;‘( three c:}:u}lcs alight in the sme room
thing 10 do with Popery, she thizks she had better| 3any wal not begm uny new work on a Friday, or
leave it off.  Butitwa< ber noor grandmotner's cus. | aveld, ey beoguse it is nn.uuhu:ky day. A mag e
tomre, and she learnt it of huie Su vou see | know affjlone, is thought an vmen il cnongh o prevent any

about vou, and long o huow more. Anlto deserve
10 know about vour new oli custuins, I will tell vou
stll more of ours.

1 was very glad the new curate had explained
abeut making the sign of tiie cross, and some other
things, as I have things of much more importance
to write about 5 and 1t seems such a waste of time to
explain things, and try to show why we practise s
or that custom, when really people by their own com-
mon sense oeght to sec that it is right to do sn.
What, for inctance, can be so natural as to mark
on our bady the sign of the cross, as n remembrance
of our blessed Lord’s dying on the crossforus 2 And
yet some people required as mach eaplunation of
this, an:d as many reasons o¢en {or doing it, as if it
were something superstitivus, or even idolatrous.
fut in the same way a~ your curate has shown you,
that this one custom 1s only a devout actiun, per-
formed for the honour of God, ann in remembrasce
of the “dying of our Lord Jesus which St Paul
says we onght always to bear about with us; so i
hope to shaw you that every i.'ag winch the Roman
Catholic Church allows ber cluldien tv do. or teach-
es them thev must do, is solely and enurely for the.
honour of God, and for the practice of love 16 him?
You will not see this ali at onee, for these customs
and manners have been so long laid asule 4n Enge
land, that the meaning of them is.forgottens and
bad men whose iuterest 1t was, many years.ago, to
diminish religious fceling in England, first get these.
practices to be laid aside, and then gave.them. ano-
ther irean‘ng, often turned them into ridicule, and,
made foolish verses and proverts about them. So

tiag being undertaben £ rsom hours aiter seeing
it Now these tangs are supersutious.  And these,
er uny thing hke them, no Roman Catholic dar:
pracuse.

{ hagl rather not apswer your questions yet about
ghe Virgin Mary, aud saints, and all such things, be-
camse | had purposély avoided all meantion of them
i wy last letter, in order, first, to show you the
fruits aud flowers of the church’s magnificent gar-
den, that you might judge for yourseil, whether ut
werg possible that such could grow on corrupted
trees and plants.  Anl when T have shown you a
few more af these tich productions, and nrtroduced
you .to some of the grand und solemn means by
which such good things are produced, I will then
taki 1o you about suints, and images, and beads, and
candles ; as you will ‘then see, that they are also
used os peans to assist in the culture of our spiritual
garden, in the same way ‘a3 bihding Yo stemns with
thin and delicate bands, and watering ‘witlr a gentle
hand, are useful to preserve alive the vigour which
plants have already deiived from tlie" rich soil and
fine situation, wherein they grow. | -

_Lhave already told you that the ground and féun-
ddtion of ‘every thing With Ronitin Gatholics is
CHRiST, | N
" God hath’ very highly ‘exilted Him; and ‘the
church, following dut the mind of God, very high-
ly exaits Him, giving His 2s a’ name to be atiove
every name., The r'xa:_r'u;. é!’ Jrsus :'vtlﬁsifié'iﬁcg first
nawe heér infants are faught to Yisp, dnd, the 'last

they are_traiped, to, ufler, in’ the’agény of denth—
Jesvs. ‘There ia 'li"ré,ga%’dq h}g!ht, ‘5:1%' love, and



