An Adventure in the North,

Among the visitors In the city iy
AMr. Mitcliell, customs broker, Alon-
treal, who {8 on his return from an
attempt to r.ach Yukom via the Ed-
monton wator route. Mr. Mitchell
stated to a Free Press ropresenta-
tive that lio was one of a party of
nine who left Montreal last Maroh
witlr two years' provislous, Intending,
it posslble, to enter Dawson City
from the ecast side of the mountains,
They started from -Edmonton early
in April and arrlving at Athabasca
Landing made a number of boats In
which they salled down the river to
Lake Athabasca and on down Slave
river to Great Slave lake. The raplds
on these streams are very trouble-
some. Crossing Slave Jake ls danger-
ous work, as high winds generally
prevall, so the party skirted the shore
for 170 miles to the source of the Mac-
kenzie river. They then declded to go
to the delta and ap the Peel river.
Mr. Mitehell, however, was taken il
aftor getting beyoad the Peel and
raturned with a compamlon, an old
Callfornta miner, to Fort Magcpharson,
“Tho rest of the party coutinuei on.”
sald Mr. Mitehell, “but the rou‘e iy
one that only the hardiest triaveller
can undertake. The flles and mos-
quitoes are terrible pests, and for
twenty-seven miles at one part of
that jontney we waded through wat-
er-an/l trackel our boats over rapids.
Our party will not get through the
mountains this year; they will spemi
the winter in getting thelr supplles
arross the divide. In the light of
the present day facts our expedition
scems absund.  We endeavored to reach
tho Yukon by a long overlani route.
Before the party reach Dawson City
they will have bean travelling or re-
caperating during a period of 15
mouths: yet one can go from this
city to Yukou In about two weeks’
time. But we never realizxd  that
such an advance were possible in the
f{acilities for reaching the gold ficlds.”

Mr. Mitchell arrived at Fort Mac-
pherson, where he met Rev. Mr.
Stringer, missionary in the Afneken-
zie river distrlet. and nccompanjed
htm to Herschell Island, the hendquar-
ters of the whaling fleet operating
in the Arctle ocean, the Hudson's Bay
company's steamer having previously
left for up river polnts.

“I endeavored for some days to ob-
taln passage ou one of the boats of
the feet, but the eaptain would only
tnko me on condition I shipped be-
fore the mast, which I did.
This fleet haa been locked iu the ice
ail last winter, baving remalnea in che
bay too fate to get out by ths chau-
nel arcund Point Barrow. They had pat
it & severe winter and aespatohed ane
of tise crew by the name ot Walker to
Fcmonten to inform the company who
owned the boats to send up a rollef
steamer carly in the spring. Walker,
48 you are aware, arrivea safely, hut
his trlp cost the company thousands
of dollare. We cruised around for a few
weeks and the total cateh was satis-
factory. Whales aro valued at $10,000
ench and ouly the bones are taken,
thousandes of doliaxs' worth of blub-
ber bemng thrown away. 'The process
by whiclhi the blubber is placed in hare
rels and ite value rotalned is now cou-
sidered  too tedious an uwodertaking
in comparison with the casy man-
ner In which the whalebone is secured
and packed safely away. Some of
the steamers lu the fleet captured 88
whales, but the sailing vessels do not
secure nearly ds ‘many. The sallors
can tell the specles of whale that has
the most value to the company by
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its ‘spout.” All whales are not equal
in bone vwalue. When the look-out
dlscovered the right kind, the boats
were lowerad and tho salls set. No
rowing s done, as thie whales can
hear at a great distance and when
disturbed they immediately disappear
beneath the water. But a crew can
sall right over the whale's neck, sight
not betng his ‘long sult When the
crew is over tho whale's neck a har-
poon 1s thrown into him with a bomb
attnched, which ecxplodes in eight
seconds. this does not
kil the X.evinthan n bomb
{8 fired from a small brass cannon In
the boat et W distance of fifteen
feet, which generally finlghes him.
The chas? §8 exclting. us there are
generally ice bergs around. ‘When ho
dasher awey with a harpoon in him,
the rop> atbached ls played out, and
awa) the boat goes. drawn by tho
whale at a terrible rate of speed, and
sometimes the boats ¢ome In con-
tuet with an ice berg end are stoved
in. Then. the whale’s «all Is hisdan-
gerous part, and when ho lashes his
fitnd end all boats scatter. We crule
o1 around the early part of the sum-
mer, and finally, towards the end of
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neath It, lmmediately over the door,
is the word “offtee” In handsome let.
ters. On entering one is lmmediately
fmpressed with tho splendld lcht
over the entire office, furnished
through bandsome plate glass win-
dows on throe sides of the building.
A masstve solld oak counter three feot
slx Inches in width extends th~ whole
length of the general offloe, while the
tnterior throughout is handsomely fin-
Ished In British Columbit cedar. The
celllng is beautifully finlshei In st-el
panels. The private offico of Manag.
er F. W. Thompson, is a handsome
room, 14x24, with oak furnishings
All partitlons are of crystalline plate
glass. Everything has been planned
with a view to the comfort, convenl.
ence and health of th3 employees.
There are cashler’s room, telephone
roonm. stationery room, stenographers'
private room, complete avatory in
the basement and commodious vaults.
Taken altogether, thoy make the
handsomest and best arrangel offic s
in Winnipez, and it is doubtful it out-
side of som?2 of the larg2 financlal in.
stitutions In the eas’ they ar~ excel-
led in theso particulars in the Domin.
fon. .

New Office Building of the Ogilvie Milling Co., Winnipeg

July. made for Point Barrow, where
the rellef gteamer was met. San
Francisco hvas reached about two
weeks ago. where we received news
of the war with Spalin and other im-
portant events that had “ranspired
dering our nbeence.”

afr. Mitchell i8 a brotlier of the
chief clerk in the Indian department.
and leaves for hiome to-miorrow.

Handsome Offices,

The new offices of the Ogilvie Mill-
ing company in Winnipeg are about
as handsomo and completd as it s
possible to make them. In fact since
the remodelling of their bullding on
the corner of King and Alexander
streets, the company has undoubted-
Iy the finest strictly office building in
the clty. The exterior is finished in
handsome Philadelphia red pressed
brick which is without doubt the fin.
est 1n !inish and most uniform in color
of any in the city. Over the ven-
trance ig o Inrge dome from th~ cen-
tre =f which risey a flag stalf, {loat-
ing the uunlon jack. The dome car-
rles the name “Ogllvie,” while under-

Crow’s Nest Pass,

Messrs. W. Whyte and Robt. Kerr re-
turned on Saturday from Macleod.
They have been over the Crow's Nest
Pass ralfway and formally took it
over from the contractors on ‘Tuesday
last. To a Free Press reporter Mr.
Whyte sald on Saturday that passen-
ger trains were now running from
Lethbridge to Cranbrook, and that a
regular service would be glven over
the whole hne as far as Kootenay
Landing as soon as a time bil} ~ould
be prepared. One traln will be run
/rom the eastern terminal to Cran-
brook, and back again the next day,
and another train will do the same
from Cranbrook to Kootenay ILand-
ing. Not much passenger traffic, he
sald, war anticipated for the winter
raonths, but theres would be a very
beavy frefght traftic, princlpally in
coal. timber and ore.

It i not expected that much of the
bituminous coal of this reglon will ve
sant east, owing to the competition
it would be subjected to apainst Am-
erlcan anthracite and bituminous coal
angd Canadian anthracite. It 19, how-
ever, an excellant coking coal and it

18 expeted that g very large quantity



