1158

THE COMMBIRCIAT.

is stated to havo eaid that railway charges
would very shortly compare favorably with
water rates, owing to tho cheapening in the
cost of hauling by railways, duo to continuous
improvements, The Minneapolis papor, in re-
forring to this remark made by Mr. Hill, shows
that wheat is carried from Chicago to Buffulo
by water for 1 cont per bushel, from Buffalo to
Now York for 3§ cents, and from New York to
Liverpool for 3 couts, or a tetal of 7§ cents per
bushel from Chicago to Liverpool. Against
this cost Mr. Hill's road charges 22 cents por
100 ibs, for carrying wheat 412 miles, from
Langdon to Minneapolis, or more than double
thorate charged for the snme distance from Min-
neapolis to Chicago.

What the Mioncapolis paper says ahout
freight rates from northern and western in.
torior points in Minnesota and Dakota, will
apply to some oxtent to Manitova. The
quantity of wheat to be handled in Manitoba
is not, noarly. as great as in the states to the
south, and this leaves more ground for a highor
rate here on the claim of insufficient tratfic. It
also appears that though tho Mauitoba roads
have o lighter wheat traffic, their rates are con-
siderably lower. Compare, for instance, 22
cents per 100 pounds from Langdon to Min-
neapolis, by the Great Northern, distance 412
miles, with the 17 cent rate from Winnipeg to
Fort William, by the Canadian Pacitic Rail-
way, distance 426 miles. Compared with rates
sonth and east of Minneapolis, however, Caun-
adian Pacific Railway rates appear very high.
The wheat rate is by far the most importaot
item in the line of freights for the people on
each side of the boundury in this region, but
it would appear that the farmors of Minnesota
and Dakota have much more reason for com-
plaint than those of dlanitoba. The Minnea-
polis paper certainly makes out a strong case
against the Greeat Northern and Northern
Pacifio in its comparison of ratcs, and as stated,
tho remarks apply in a modified sense to the
situation in Mauitoba. Eventually the north-
western railways on each side of the boundury
must reduce their rates to something of a
patity with rates charged east and south of
Minneapolis, and in view of the present low
price of wheat, it would be a happy thing for
the farmers if this reduction could be mads at
once.

TARIFF LEGISLATION IN THE TNITED
STATES.

The fight between the Housa and the Senate
of the United States over the new tariff bill,
has resulted’ in tho capitulation of the House.
The bill at first vassed by the House was much
more liberal than the one now accepted. The
amendments made by the Senato were very
numerous, and the clauses placing & duty upon
coal, iron ore, sugar and barbed wire are
particularly obnoxious to the House, It
became'a question, however, of cither accept-
ing tho bill as umended by the Senate, or
allowing the biil to fall through entirely. The
majority in the Senate is very narrow, and a
few Senators appeared fully detormined to have
their own way or defeat the bill. Under this
situation tho House felt impelied to accept the
Senate bill, objectionabloe as it is, rather than

proluopg tho unsatisfactory situation arising
from the uncertainty rogarding tarifflegislation.
Tho House certainly acted wisely under the
ociroumstances in azcopting tho measaro as it
camo from tho Sonate, objectionablo ns jt ie.

Tho Senate bill was accopted in toto, with-
out amendment on Monday, and as no furthoer
changes were agreed to in conference of the
two legislative bodies, tho bill now only awaits
tho signature of the President to becomo law.
The House Damocrats determinad to continuo
the agitation for tariff reform, and as scon as
tho general tariff bill as reported ifrom the
Senate was adopted, the House prococded to,
paus o sories of separate bills, placiog barbed
wire, sugar, coal and iron ore on the free list.
Thesa four bills were quickly passed, but it is
doubtful if any of them will pass the Senate,
judging from the attitude of that body in
regard to the Wilson bill.

Wilson declared in the House, on the figal
debato of the tariff bill, that the sugar trust
would reap s profit of $40,000,000 by reason of
the sugar sohedule, as fixed by the Senate. If
this is even approximately true, it is not sur-
drising that the Senators have been very stub.
born in their dotermination to have their own
way about it. If tho trust has any such profit
in view, it is casy to see how the Senate, with
its closo msjority, couid be mauipulated to
meet tho wishes of tho trust, and it is therefore
not a matter for woader that thore is a belief
abroad that the Senate has been bought up by
the sugar trust,

The tariff bill as now adopted by both

branches of Congress, is not an honorable re-
demption of the pledges made by the Demo-
cratic party in the matter of tariff reform,
neither is it likely to prove satisfactery to the
people. The House Demociats, however,
huve undoubtedly Jone the best they could
under the circumstances, The ball of tariff re.
form, at any rate, has been set rolling, and a
larger measure of reform may be looked for in
the future. At any rate, it is not to be ex-
pected that all the reforms desired could te
successfully carcied through in this the first
attempt at tariff reform in a quarter of a centu-
ry. The future for tariff reform in the United
States is certainly hopeful,
. The biil will certainly improve trade inter-
courses betweon Canada and the United States,
Though not as favorable to trade with this
country 2s it appeared wheu fitat introduced.
the bill as passed by the Senate is a great
improvement on the McKibley tariff so far as
Canada is concerned. The wool and free lum-
ber features alone are very important items for
Canada. If the House cun succeed in its fight
for free coal aud iree iron ore, it will further
extend iuternational trade between the two
countries.

THE SUPPLY OF BREABGSTUFES.

Thoe supplies of breadstuffs in the principal
countries of Earope, and afloat therefor, at the
cloee of July, as roported by the Liverpool.
Corn Trade News, show a reduction of 4,560,
000 bushels eompared with the previous
monthly statement  The aggregate decrease
in July, 1893, was only 400,000 bushels. The
decrease in the quantity afloat was 4,000,000
busliels of which 100,000 bushels was credited

to tho continent, and 3,900,000 Lushels *‘for
ordors”-~the quantity for the United Kingdom
romainiog stationary. Tho supplies vfloat aro
2,300,000 bushels less than reported onse year
year agn, The aggrogate stocks of broadstuffs
in store were roduced only 560,000 bushols
during July. Supplies in tho United Kingdom
wero increased 640,000 bushels, and thoso in
Russla enlarged 1,200,000 bushols, while {a
France thero was a reduotion of 2,100,000
bushels and in Belgiun, Germany and Holland
of 300,000 bushels, The aggrogate quantity in
storo is 3,760,000 bushels less than repnried one
year ago, Tho total supplies in store and
afloat are 6,360,000 bushels loss thau reported '
on August 1, 1893,

The supplies of breadstuffs in the United
States and Canada at the olose of July exhibi-
ted an increase of 6,039,600 bushels—at the
poiats reported by the Chicago Daily Trade
Bulletin.  The increase was chiefly in the cen-
tral and westorn states,whore farmers delivered
wheat freely at tho close of harvest. During
July, 1893, supplies at the same points decrea-
sed 5,270,000 bushels, .

The aggregats supplies of wheat in second
hands in the United States and Canada incera-
sed 6,037,766 bushels. In Canada tho supplies
iwore redaced 174,289 bushels, consequently the
stocks in the United States were enlarged
6,812,054 bushels. In July, 1893, the stochs
of wheat dooreased 3,094,842 bushels. The
aggregato supplies of flour and wheat in the
United States aud Canada are equal 2,777, 600
bushels larger than on August 1, 1893, and of
wheat alone 4,106,221 hushels larger.

The aggregate supplies of breadstuffs in the
WYaited States and Canada and in Europs and
afloat therefor, on August 1, 1894, were equal
to 174,401,690 bushels, against 173,012,000
bushels on July 1, and 178,074,000 bushels on
August 1, 1893.  Stocks during July woro on-
larged 1,479,600 bushels, while in July, 1893,
they were decreased 5,670,000 bushels,

 BUITORIAL NOTES.

As tho threshing season is ahout starting in
Manitoba it might not bo amiss to point out
that the great decline in wages should admit of
a reduction in the cost of threshing. Wheat
ag well as most other commoditics are cheaper
than in former years, and this is a good reason
why threshing should be done at a lower price
than formerly, if it is at all possible, The de-
cline in wages should make it possibls,

Tue executive officers of the Calgary, Spra.e-
vale, Springbank and Jumping Pond branches
of the Southwestern Irrigation Leaguo have
petitioned the territorial assembly that legis.
lative provision be made for the creation of
municipal bodies to be known as irrigation
districts in the distriots named. IS is requested
that such irrigation districta be given power
to construct irrigation works within its himits,
and operate the same.  For such purpose it is
requested that irrigation districts be given
power Lo issue bonds or raise money by local
taxation. It is proposed that such irrigetion
districts be declarod upon petition of threo:
fourths of the ratopayers, representing two
thirds of the value ot the real propetty i the
proposed district.

(Continued on page 1174.)



