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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Six Iy Oxe.—A movement is on foot haviog in view the union of
slx of the ten republics of South America. Economy and better irade rela-
tions are the motves which have stimulated President Baptista, of Bolivia,
to outline the propcsed unioo, and the mapper in which it has been
received by at least six of the republics would indicate that a consoli-
dated South American republic might take defivite shape within the
current year.

A Nover OccuRRENCE —A rather peculiar incident occurred the other
day at s large ball which was in progress in one of tbe towes of central
Russia. The ballrorm was very warm avd the dancers becoming over-
heated * perspired fiecly, a large ouantity of moistore being thus given off
into the air.” At last a Russizn officer threw open several of the windows,
thus admitting the frecziog outside atmoephere. The molsture was imme-
diately precipttated in the form of snow, acd the gay daacers soon found
them elves {n the midst of a miniature blizzard, which lasted until the
offzndiog sir was again exciunded.

Tae ApoLrnos oF CaritaL PunissesxT.—~We in Canzda are forte-
nately {ree to a large extent from the homicides so common in many of
the Ststes of the neighboriog Republic, but we stll occasionally, under the
laws of our lacd, enforce capital punishment and take away the lives of
our fellow hamap baings. The old doctrine of an cye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth is inapplicable to the civilization of the age, and those who
imagine that capital punisbment acts as a deterrent in preventing crime are
laboring under a fearful mistake. The Howard Association of London has
made a caroful study of the subject, and its investigation has showa beyond
a doubt that dcath as s pusishment for murder has the only effect that might
be cxpected, that it hardens instead of softens the emotions, and prepsres
men tc commit wurder by contemplating it  The Dominion Government
and Parliament should take steps to abalish capital punishment, snd thus
by sktowing their own estimate of the sacredness of life 1each the people to
respect {t.  Owing to the existerce of the present law many crimina's escape
deserved punisbment, for there ate but few jurors who like to take upon
themselves the responsibility of prooouaclag a prisoner guilty, kaowiog that
this iovolves death, whereas these same jurors wonld unhesitatingly pro-
nounce &0 sdveree verdict provided that the punishmeat d:d oot involve
the life of onc of their fellow-beinge. Timid persuns may imagine that the
abolition of capital puoishment might render life and property less secure,
but zehable statistics prove that wnatead of this the opposite is the zesuit.

A Gueat Provinciar Exuipition tx 1894.—The very general effert
that is being made throughout Nova Scotia to have the Province well
represented at the World's Fair mast b gratifying to every true bluenose,
It will bo a source of pride to everyone from this eection of the country
visiting the World’s Falr to see that wo have put our best foot forward, and
that in many departments we are well abreast of the times. The exhibit,
taken as a whole, will greatly exceed in excellence and variety any pro-
vincial exhibition that has been held In Nova Scotia. If this be true, why
should an effort not be made to bave the exhibit shipped directly from
Chicago to Halifsx and pleced on exbibltion here, so that the ninety and
nine who have pnot the time or means to visit the World's Falr may for a

2 | comparatively small sum see st least Nova Scatia’s contribution toward it.

Wuar Do tae Prest SAY Aoyt IT.—In another note we have referred
to the idea of having Nova Scotia’s exhibit at the World's Fair exhibited
in Halifsx bofore distribution. To our mind, if such an cxhibitlon were
made during the months of July and Augast during 1894, it might prove
of very great advantage to the Provioce. Thousands of tourists woeld no
doutt take advantage of the opputanity to visiv Hahfez, aad the eabivition
would do more to make them familizr with the Province from every poiat
of view, than all the guide bouks and other adver.ising mediums conld do
in a decade. Here is a defivite work for some of our public-spirited and
energetic citizens to take up aod successfully carry out.  We trust that our
contemporaties will endorse the idea, and will by all the means in their
power assiat in giving it definite shape. Now is the time tv be op and
doiog in the matter,

FxerreyesT 18 UieTer —The peoplo of Tister are growing very excited
over the Irist Home Rule Bill, and they openly threaten to oppose fis
introduction by firce of arms. This state of affalrs 13 indeed a sorry one.
Men of supposed intelligence and loud in their mauni{estations of loyelty
talk of flyiog to arms rather thao to be governed by a Dublin Parlia-
meot. The Ulsterites should remember that the Home Rule bill kas not
yet become law. It has yet to be sanctioned by the House of Lords,
and that saoction is not likely to be obtained as long as thete bz a
majority of sixty-four English constituencies opposed to Home Rule ia
Ireland. Bat, supporing that the measure bad become law, the men of
Ulster should not doubt that the Pariiament which created the Dublin
Parliament could, in the event of the delegated power being abused,
speedily settle matters.

Tue Busy Cuinese.—A colony of unwelcome Chinese farmers on Lang
Islaud, near Brooklyp, are teaching farmers many lessons in economy.
They are engaged in raising Chinese vegetables for the China-town of New
Yourk, where their produce supplies the market. Every care is taken with
early and late crops, and cxperts state that the Chinese farmer can obtain
double the produce that an American wounld obtain from the same piece of
ground.  Several of the farmers have induced four successive crops to
grow on their barren plot of ground. The money-masking methods of
these agriculturisis aro not wholly to be admired. Their bomes are tiny
board shanties in the middle of the acre or two of farm, their food is
the cheapest obisinable, and as they do not esteem time as money, they
are ablo to cat-rate the farmers of the neighborhood. It is strange by-
the-bye, is it not, that we now hear so little about the threatened exclu-
sion of the Mopgolian Race,

It Does Nor Suvir Us —The provisions of the new treaty between
Canada and France which are now being considered by Parliament do not
commend themsslves to the judgmeant of the people of this country. By
these provisions France agrees to admit certain articles free and others at a
minimum daty, which, according to the trade of the year 1891, would sweep
away duties amoooting to 830,000 per annum. According to the provis-
ions of the treaty Capada agrees to place French wines upon the free list,
The dutiesimposed on these wlnes amouated in the year 1891-92 to &8o,000.
This looks very muca like jug-bandled reciprocity. At any rate the advan-
tages of the treaty are largely on the side of France. One clause in the
treaty is practically the last nail in its coffin. It provides that in the event
of Canada atranging a treaty with any other nation, franting gres.er trade
privileges than thote provided in this tresty, France s at once to be placed
in the s2me positi n as the nation with which the pew treaty is made. This
virtually kills the treaty, for everyone in this country, from the most pra-
nouaced tosy lo tbe ultra radical, believes that reciprocity betwecen Canada
and the United States must sooner or later come, and no Canadian Miois-
try would for a moment thiok of jeopardizing the chances of such a

reciprocity for the small advantsges that are to be gained by the treaty now
under discussion,




