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EDITORLIAL NOTES.

e

Bankiog in Hong Kong has its disadvautages. The Tung Lung bank

that city failed. whereupon its celestial deposiiors tore down the building
made 2 dividend of the pivces and wanted to divide the officers.

Atbor day shoald this year be observed more generally throughout the

rovince than it has cver yet been.  In some rural sections, the neauty of
country roads might be greatly enhanced, if suitable trees were planted
their sides  Maples, elins, oaks, and ash trees, which are casily

inable, arc among the best varictics of shade trees.

We have never tricd to et over, or “wder, or through a barbed wire
fence, but we have our opinion about them all the same.  They are bar
berous, but a top ral will not civilize them. They should be flinked on
tither side by a moat so deep that an individual or auimal would fall jute
it before attempting 10 make a passage over or throagh such a fence.

The five central American Repubiics have adopted commercial urion
and 2 common citizenship for native born central Americans.  The assuni:
latiolt of the civil codes, and the adoption of a common standard of weights
and Measures is also proposed. ‘Fhis looks like a prospective confederacy ;
but the disintegraung elements which destroyed the former union still
exist; and while they do, cohesiveness is impossible.

Some New York women have discovered a new employment for their
.ex. It is-the supplying of buttons to the buttonless. They take their
sands at street corners with trays of neatly assorted buttons, and fasten
thew on within a half a minute. "If the new employment becomes gencral,
many a man will go 1o his office in a better frame of mind thau he would

he to depend upon the negligent wife or housckecper for such little
offices.  But whether the negligent wife or housckeeper will approve of b.s

sanding at the strect corner while 2 young womat fastens un a button is
another matter.

It was confidently believed that the colored people in the United States
would die out in freedom, and that the Indians were destined to disappear
within 2 half century. But alas fur belicfs, the negroes are increasing in
the land, while statistics prove that the aburigines are ad.pting themselves
to modern customs, and multiplying the number of red men.  The curinus
will naturally speculato as to the continental complerion of Amcrica after
anather century has rolled by Wil it be white, black, or red ? or will it
be an artistic combination of the three 2 The fusion of the races will
unquestionably be brought about in time.

We are pleased to obsersc that those death-traps, the street level sewer
ventilators, aie beginning to be understood in other cities, and that mea-
sures are buing taken to prevent the wholesale escape of sewer gas at every
street corner. From a sanitary standpoint, there gratiogs are indefeunsible,
and although the substitu.aon of other methods for carrying off the surface
drainage mght be mare expensive, it would certainly reduce the liabulity ta
death caused from the inhaling of poisonous gases.

A London druggist has been fined forty shillings for not putting up a
prescription in aceordance with the directions of the physician. Sixty
grains of sulphate of quinine mixed with wator had been ordered. The
druggist put m but thirteen gramns, and defanded his action upon the ground
that chemists had to cut down the guantity of drugs prescribed, otherwise
the doctors woutd sooun poison the public.  ‘There is no evidenco to show
that the price charged the pauent was any less in consequence of the pru.
dent forethought of this Londun chemist.

New York Society belles are mast assiduons in the cultivation and pre-
servation of their finger-nails, and like the Nubiaus, they are beginning te
regard long well-shaped finger pails as a sign of good binh and high social
standing. By the wav, the Jews have a curious tradition about finger-nails,
which we seldom hear referred to. that befure the fall, the bodies of our
first parents were perfectly transparent, and that these lucid envelopes of
the soul, our nails, were the sole surviving remains.  Should the craze for
lung nails hecome general, onychomancy will become a fashionable study.

Rumors of troubles in Afizhanistan continue to drop thick and fast, but
as yut their causes are unexplained. Abdur Rahman, the Ameer of the
country, has bece me most unpopular with his subjects, being an out-and-out
skmflint,  He has little hope of perpetuating his dynasty, and hence the
greater portion of his o fficial salary, as well as the British subsidy which
he receives, is annually sent off to a safe place in ‘Turkestan. \Vnether the
upriing of the Ghiczais is stimulated by the Russians, has not yet been
made quite clear , but with an unpopular Amees and  inunguing Russians,
the owluok for the Afghans is far from pacific.

Mr. 1. Rider Haggard has certainly made a most succeasful hit as an
author of fiction. The reader s opinions may vary as to the relative merits
of *King Svlomon’s Mines"” aud *“She,” but they will agree as to the
unique originality of these publications ¢ Jess,which everybody now is
reading, is a somewhat sombre story of the late war in the Transvaal, in
which two sisters fall ju love with Captain Johm Nicl, an English settler.
* Jess,” after whumm the book 1s named, discovering her sister’s attach-
nieny, conceals her own ; but at a subsequent perind, when death was
momentarily expected, she acknowledges her lave.  Readers of fiction are
cuwrivus as to tne authurship of three new boks which have recently
appeared in London; they are entitled * King Solomon’s Waves,” ¢ He,”
and ** Bess.” The sale of these works has been phenomunal, but the iden-
tity of their author 1s sull a matter of specuiation in literary circles.

The New York Sun again advertises for an original American national
hymn, and, in duing so, it calls attenticn to the fact that no such colossal fraud
has been pracused un any country since the carth was made as that perpe-
uated by a Bustun publisher and comy ilers, when they pubticly stole and
imserted 1 their buok the accepted Enghsh antkem, * God Save the Queen,”
and called it ** Amcrica, National Hymn.” 1t is pleasing to note that the
Americans are waking up to the fact that their national hyma lacks origi-
nahty. We have heard this hymn sung in the United States many times,
and as theuld fannliar tune of ** God Save the Qucen " rang out, 1t appeared
almost like a sacrlege to have other woids substituted for those we are
accustomed 1o, althuugh the American words are in themselves pleas™ -,
They read—

* My country, ‘tis of thee

Sweet land of liberty,
Of thee Iaing,” cte.

-
WHITE SLAVERY.

A friend, writing to0 us from the country, suggests that we publish the
recommendations of the government’s cummussivner, cmbodied in his report
on the treatment of the poor 1 Digby county.  With this request we most
wilingly comply. as thesc prove cunclusively that the farming out svstein is
capable of reform, a fact which sume people appear to question.  The pur-
port of the commissioner's reccommendations is ; firat, that the indemnifying
system be done away with ; second, that the cortracts for the poor should
never include the medical aid ; and third, that proper returns of expendi-
ture should be made by the uverseers 1o the Co' ncil.  We should like to
ask the members of the legislature why no action has ever been taken upon
these recammendations, as well as that of the commiuee on Humane Insti-
tutions? True the matier is one which affects only the well being of the
pout in seme sectivas of the province, but 1tis one nevertheless in which
all humane persons should be interested, and as our H wuss of Assembly
presumably contains 38 of these gentlemen, we cannot see way the ques-
tion of the treatment of the poor should be allowed to hang fire. We have




