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TCULONEL UAMLEY ON WaR®

cte cluet pocunaity of modern steategy,
as distinguslivd from that of ancient times,
will be learned for the first time by civilians
with wmuch swipuse, It appears that Drus
<t s teared up a new schiool of war, which
o workd s adopling, and that tho charac:
senstie of this nilitay education 1s that each
radiv idual combatant 't in lus degreo has his
unteligence culuvated, and 13 expected to
use it.  An essentially new element of great
tarce is thereby introduced into the military
«ystem.”  Tlus may scem to the civilian to
be an impediment to discipline, but the ro*
verse has been proved by exporience.
i iis Leing 8o, it may bo advi able that a
~mall catechism, founded on n book like
that of Colonel Hamley, should be put into
the hands ol every British soldier. It would
camuliarizo lim with the theory of warhke
opetattons,  The name of Thiers has been
Jdear to every French soldier sinco he pre:
sented Lo each a copy of his great historical
worlk., Why should not our milit.ry au
thotities in a similar way endeavor to throw
ke business ot war toevery man in the Brit
whamy?

Colonel Ilamley gives a listory of the de-
velopment both of strategy and tactics, or
m other wo:ds of campaigning and field
batties. s historieal retrospect is nol with
out its practical use ; for although modern
watfare differs widely from that of feudal
times, yet in proportion as railways are cut,
magazines captured, or communications in-
terrupted, an army is reduced proportionat:
cly to the condition of troops in the early
pottiuns of our history. Indeed physical
strength and coutage will always have their
weizht, both in «trategy and field battles.

The chief difliculty, bowever, of modern
campugning, is to secure supplies. For
want ot those Wellington had to retreat
from glonous Talavera back to Portugal,
Sherman's passage through Georgia, in 1864
does not, 1 Colonel llamley’s opinton, dis:
prove the necessity for an easy approach to
supplivs, 18 Sherman's movement was for
the sole and definite ohject of ravagiug the
cnemy’s terntory, and thus doprive lum of
s0 much of Ins stores, After supplies, good
roads rank next in importance. Co'onel
Hamley discusses this question ably and
succintly, as well as the transport of troops
by railway. Itis necessary to move laree
armies not on one, but on several pavalle
roads. If Napoleon the First’'s army had
mvaded Belgium by three roads instead of
one, 1t would have extended 43 mules, When
thus lengthened, a shght British force, by
enveloping tho head of the French column,
would have wflicted a series of crushing de-
feats before the rear could possibly arrive
on the scene of action. Arnnes, therefore,

must be advanced by parallel roads, and:

tnese should have good lateral communica-
tions with each other. The Colonel 1llus.
trates this doctrine in a clear and simple
manner by referenco to the French and Auvs:
trian marches in Itaty m 1859.

\While armies are advancing, they must
also be moving forward their magazines, es-
tablishing new ones along the route, and
Lkeeping communications open with their
base, Thesejobjects were thoroughly real-
1zed by the PYrussiuns m 1350 71—fisst, in
their conceniration on the lthiue about Bmn-

° The Operations of War, explained anad illus-
trated, 1ty kaward Bruce lannwey, Colonel in
tue Royal Artiilery, Lumpuuon of the Bath,
Knight ofthe Leglon of Honour and the Medjidie
commandant of the Stafl College. Third “odl-
ton, Wiillam Blackwood aud Sons, Edinburgh
und rondew. [

gen, Maintz, and Worms ; secondly, by the
eapture of French stores at Forbach and
Sanrgemunde ; thirdly, nt Metz ; and fourth
ly, at Urleans. ‘Tho author does not place
much confidenco in rmlway communications.
This opinion is evidently sound. Ho does
not. liowever, attach suflicient importance
to what 1s termed in nulitary pitlance, the
mtiative, or tho power of making tho ene
my follow your own movements. Can any
doubt bie ¢ ~r entertained of the valuo of
the first ble v, after what was found, in 1870,
to ensuo upon the delay of the LFrench
army on the wes! of tho Rhine ?

Tho power of concentration possessed by
tho aggressor is of incaleulable value. 'The
enemy are then in the same predicament in
which they would be if their wholo army
was moving on ono routo only. It ean be
besten in deta), while it will still be
afraid to concentrate, lest the first attack be
ouly a feint. Aggression along a hne of rail-
way is also tho best. This is not Colonel
Hawmley's opinion, but ho does not appear to
give its full valuo to an 1nitiative policy of
any kind. Of course the advance should be
slow and cautious, but having a tailway in
the rear of every foot of ground is of much
importance for bringing up supplies, while
the possession of tho lina will exclude the
enemy from its use unul they succeed in
forcing o retreat. A defensive policy also
leaves the general at the mercy of politi
cians, If heis ou the encmy's territory he
can wheel about as he pleases, but any
movement like n retreat on one’s own soil is
disastrous. ‘I'he Ewmperor of the French ex
perienced this in 1870, and was thus embar-
rassed in all his plans.

In the seventh chapter the author gives a
detailed account of the campaign of Metz
and Sedan, considered with reterence to the
views recently expounded in the treatise.es-
pecially those relating to the configuration
of frontiers, All the disasters of the cam’
paign referred to appear to be mainly owing
to the want of due preparation and the con.
sequent delay on tho part of the French,
‘The author, who is notof the boldest school
of writers (although every sentence pro
nounces him a brave man), censures severely
the conduct of Baziine nt Borny and Vion-
ville, 1t appears that themarshal laboured
under ** a misapprecization of the relation of
a fortress to an army in the field. Instead
of regarding it as a point of manccuvre to be
relinquished whenits relovancy ceases, he
treated it as hisactual base, In clinging to
Metz he acted liko one who, when the ship
is foundering lays hold of the anchor.”
Charles XII.. Alexander the Great, or Na-
poleon I, will usually succeed in war by rea
son of the celerity of his movements. A Ba*
zaine will alivays fuil, even with the best
strategic theory. Old generals, always ex
cepting Von Moltke. are rarely bniliant or
successful. ‘* Aclion, action, action,’’ 13 the
essence of oratory, according to the opmion
of the greatest of rhetoricians ** Action, ' at
all evenls, is the main essence of warfare,
Wooden walls may protect & nation long
enough, but wooden legs will certainly never
enable her to make an impression on 2
neighbor.

‘Tho author considers that the new frontier
line of France is eminently disadvantageous
to that country. She must therefore, he
thinks, fortify the line of the Meuse and al-
50 * form an entrenched camp, with bridges
connecting it on both sides ot the Moselle,
across the railway at Frouard, and with «
bridge head at the east bankof ithe Meur
the,”” with a basoe southward at Djon and
Besanaon,

Colonel

Tamley has thus considered tl.he,

futuro of Europe ag well as tho past. Iis
treatiso is, indoed, both elementary, ox:
haustive, rud practical, A civilish oan un-
derstand and appreciato most of it, while it
contains nt tho samo time nccounts of intri-
cato combinations, any of which might pass
for a Wellington Prizo 1ssay. In parvticalar
tho campaigns of Metz and Sedan and the
account of the Lnttle of Woarth will be read
with peculinr interest both by military men
and civilinns, The maps and plans are also-of
n simplo construction, and greatly facilitate
either n doep study or a pleasaut cursory
perusal of tho work.

P . R

T EstanrisuMeNt QuestioN.~—The con
mitteo appointed by the synod of the Unite:l
Prosbyterian Church, in May 1!, to walch
and to dofeat ‘¢ tho ntlempts of the friends
of the Estavblishments over the Kgdom te
prop up tho existinz system,"” have just is
sued a statement which may be reguded as
a manifesto of the body, and ano likely o
be followed by vigorous action. ]t sets
forth in detail the various arguments wrged
by the committe to justify the assertions
that the State Church system is- [. Un
scriptural; 2. Is injurious to the interests of
religion ; and 3. 1s oppnsed {o pohtic.l
equity.,  Among the closing passages is one
in which reference is mde to the proposed
abolition of patronagein the Church of Srot
Innd, and to schemes of comprehension wnl
Church reform in England.

Carraty Stenuisg, R. N.—The death o
this old naval officer is announced at the
ripo ago of 83 years. o had been ill for
some time, but possessed the full use of his
faculties till atfew days before his death,
when he was prostrated by a stroke of par-
alysis, from w hich he never rallied. Glen
tyan Indus trinl School was erecled mainly
tbrough his exertions and liberality. Cnp
tain Sterling took o prominent part in the
formation of the Xilbarchan Voluntcer
Corps, and to the last wns a liheral sub
soriber toitsfunds, Indeed, every good oh-
ject received from him a ready and generous
support, lle was twica married, and has
left a widow to mourn his loss.

Sax. oLt Apvice,—A conference ol the
miners delegates of Scotland was recently
held at Glasgow, at wuich & resolution was
passed expressing entire disapproval of the
line of policy pursued by the men of the
Wishaw, Motherwell, and Holylown dis
tricts, who have been offered 9s. a day, and
then struck for J0s. The meeting advised
t)hem to return to the work immediately at

3,

‘The Radical and‘ Republican deputies in
the National Assembly, at o separate meet
ing held last night, resolved to sppoint a
Comaitteo consisting of twenty persons each
who are also to appoint sub committee, to
report a plan for the settlement of the Min-
isterial crisis,

General Cordoba, Minister of War, per-
sists in his determination to vesign his posi-
tion in the Cabinet.

It is now probable that the Asseaibly will
not be dissolved.
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