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THE WORD IID IN TIIE 1-iArT.-BY THE 11EV. C. RIDGE3, M.A.

"Thytvard tiave I iiid lu mine hcart, that 1 inilht not sin against tlice."-P83im 119, IL.

Wlîatan nggregate of guiltnand miisery is con)prehoendod in this shortL word "sin,"
the grealtest curse that evcr entered the universe of Goud, and the parent o>f every
other curse. Its giuilt is tagi,-r;tvited beyond tic conception of thcîuglît. Illitury
to a superior-a fat ber-a sovorci go Its poi er is nîiisery, whicrevel, it extends
in the lioart, in the faiiiy, in the %vorld. In eternity its powor is unretuailied.
Sonmetinies the doath-bed scene casts a fearful gleain of liiht upon " the Nvorm
that îîever dieilb, and tic lir-e that nover shall be quenchoed :" but espc'rience only
can develop its full grovn horrors. Ilow supremiely important thiorefore is the
oqject of our preservation froro sin ! and liow %visoly adapted are the rocanq to the
end!1 Tha«-t 2ord-wbich the mnan of God had just hefore moentioned as the guide
to the cleaitsinff of/tis uay-be bdes iu4tlin hie hcurt-not for concealunont, but for
socurity, that it inay lie ready for constant use. It is not therefore a more ac-
quaintance with the %vord, tloat Will avail us. There niust lie a cordial assont-
a snund digestion-a constant respect. It must ho to, us tue rule that %ve wouid,
flot tranisgress-the treasure that we are afraid to loso. Often inide2d, Satan shuts
out its entrance. Ilc -"catches awuty that which was Sowfl." 'Ioo oltcn, :ignin,
it is withored or clnîked in the soul. But Uic honest and good hîoart bides il, keep8
it, and brin gs forth fruit %vith patience unto perflection. liereit "dweils richiyinall
Nwidomi," the storehouso as occasion requires; a principle of holiness;; acovoring
froox sin. In this viewv it is recominendcd hy une, tvho liad %vell acquainted him-
self %with its valuahie uses,-" My son let theun flot (the divine precepts) depart
from thine eyes: keep sound ivisdoni and discretion. So shall they bc ie unto thy
soul, and grace to thy neck. Vien shaît thou wnalk in thy way safely, and thy foot
shall fot stutiulde." David alsu givcs us tue saine experience-' by the word of
thy lips 1 have kept me fromn toc palis of tlie destroyer." And it wvas probably
this recolctiuîn, coninited with a sense of continuai. danger, that suggested the
prayer-"- Order my stops iin tliy word ; and let flot any iniquity have domiinion
oiver me."

T'he value of f/e icord is inestimable, as our mieans of walking wvith God in the
hurrv, bîusiness and teinpîation of the day. Thie Psahns furnish procions miater-
iais for eqJaculatory prztyer ; tlîe promises food for couifort; tho rifles sucbi liglit in
pcrplexity ; the irstruction sucb solid matter for godly confoercnce-.ill operating
for une end-at prcservatioui frein sin. J3oing fronith fivored,-a nmanifestatiomn of
the Saîviour's iove-wbaiit a keeping of thc beart ! what a quickeoing nintive!1

hIov sasmnahe i woldy teniptation i8 the wvarning of fl ic ord liùl in the
heart. - No inait having put bis hand to the plough and iooking haek, is fit for the
kin«gdoni of God !" Su in toc spiritual contiut lot this wcord-- Ilinil that coimeth
Unto ine 1 wil in no %vise cast out"-he hid in flhc hcart-whlat a presorvative is it
against unlielief! Take fhe c ord to, the unblieving heliever, (if thc expression

1)a ie alimwd)ai ed hy ridicule or persecition-" If te wvorld lie you,
ye knoiw that it liated nie before it hiated you." Fearing iluat lie shaîl nover hîoid
out unt> tie end ;I will nover leave tbee nor forsake theco. TPremhhbing, lest his
sins swuid risc up to his condennation-and - The l>lood of Je',us Christ the Son
of God cleaneeth froin ail sin." And thien as to, dutics: let bis Savîolur's wo)rd re-
buke bis indolence and unwaitchfulness, wbat! could ye not 'vatch nie hour?

1Watch and pray, that ye enter not int e iip*;ation." Ilido iii te hoart the
sorrowful story of blis nagoy in thc gardon, and luis death on the cross, that sin
ma'y apppar yet more exceodingly si foil ? But how is fhic ord te gain entrance
into hiearti like ours? Ilow shahl it lie hid iii su unkindly a soil ? No power of
mani cmuld surely plaînt it there. The lloly Spirit's alinighry agcncy must lie dihi-
gently sniughlt; for in proportion as wve are filled %vith lie gracions influences,
shuihi ho lie armed, ns wvas our Master, for foc effectuai resistance of our spiritual
temptations.


