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DR. STORE-8 ON SKCEPTICAL THIOUJaIT.

In the Christias numnbec of the Congreg-iion-
alist of Boston, Itev. Rt. S. Storrs, D.D., treats
very fully of 'ISkeptical Thougbt about Christ."
The kernel of tbe article is in the following two
paragraphs, whicli treat of twvo pbasea; of unbelief,
the latter of wvbich wve aIl comie across occasion-
ally, illogical and vague as it is. Thle first is now
only found aînong the classes wbo spend their
youth in flic bar-roonis, and their 01(1 age aniong
criminals:

IlThe furious and essentially vulgar attacks
made upon the Master iii the last age, by Germaxi,
French or Enlishi unhelievers, accusing -ilni or
His biograpblcrs of intended imposture and dcli-
beratc- fraud, early lost credit and influence
among skeptics themiselves. The reply which
Origen had made to Celsus w-len a similar assault
was violently delivered by thiat satirical scoffer-
that an intentional imposter could scaî-cely have
warned, lus disciples of th(, just and sa±n
judgment of God awvaiting eaeli manu, and could
not have nioved the inhabiteà voî-ld so as no
philosopher, general or prince ever had donc. This
wvas seeri to lie as pertinent an answer after ceni-
turies hia( passed as it liad been at lirst. It plainly
discredited liumiaî nature to suppose imposture to
have gauîied a prevalence so vast and persistent.
It assuined that streains may r se higher than their
springs,, to suppose an ambitious and lying craft
to have been the source of the charities of Chris-
tendoni, a conscious fraud to bave given inspira-
tion to perpetual humage for truth, or the fabrica-
tion of false testimonials to have lifted eontinuously
the spiritual aini andl attainnment of nankiud.
One might more easily tlunk of places builded on
pestilential mists, or of life restored to, the velus
of the clyiiug- by benumnbing narvotics. The tbeory
wvas so inherentl]y offensive as t-o be its own anti-
dlote. Thie practical sense of men of the îvorld
rejecteci it as unsound, and felt a toucli of mialig-
nity ilu it. If il. ilow reappears, it is onlly amnid
tîme insinuateil ohscenitîes or rattlinig 1>1asphiein-
ies of some it.iner-ant mmoute):înk, wbose iniflence
on the cultit.ed thoughît of the timie is ham-dly
more imîportant than tlm;t of the clown entertain-
in" the casual cimcus-asscmibly.

Aliîiost equally lias passed fi-on intelligent
minds thmat tlmcory of self-dleception iii the Master,
and of exaggerated impressions correspondingîx'
mnade by Hinu on the uîinds of disciples, wlîich
came in place of the grosse~r preceding sebeme of
thoughit. Very possibly tluis lias still a place
in the ininds of somne who reject the celestial
supremacy of the Lord ;and the toue of it.. likfe

that of a color su flusing othoi's, xnay now and then
be (letected in their writing or tbought. But it
slriîîks instinctively froin definite ex hibition. The
discerning sense of those wvho wisb oniy to Icarn
the truth feels it evasiv'e and artiticial, a mechani-
eal r-efug.(e, not a natural conclusion. The theory
of seif-deception is fairly applied to one wvhose
pretent ions surpýass lus powers, wvhose aspiring
egotismi faits to mieet a testing crisis, the ultiniate
definition of whose restricted capacity surprises
lîiniself more than others. It wilI uniformnly be
founid, bo'vever, tbat the mneasure of sucli an one
by the intuitive judga.ent of his conipanions has
been more accurate than bis own. His ambitious
professions have been found unwarranted by bis
performance. Eccentricity of action bias iueen seen
to take the place of promised acbieveii.enit. The
poverty of resuits bas not beeii masked by the
ternporary expedierits. Even the ethical nature
in the inan bias by (legrees revealed its unsound-
ness, the inordinate self-regard mounting into
arrogance, or turning into fevered and fretful
vanîty; till those Who at lh'st had cheerfully ac-
cepted hini at bis esti 11a'te of hîimself, have reacted,
somnetimies withi passionate violence, into pity or
disdain. The transient phosphorescence, wvhich
represented no i ntrinsically lunminous substance,
in vanishing teaves a darkness more dismally coin-
plete."

AN A LL-1)AY PP.AYER-MEETJNG.

Instead of the î'egular Alonday meeting last
wveek, the Chicago Congreg'ational iniisters held
an ail-day pr-ayer-ineeting at the Oak Park
church. Ani exellent programi bad been prepared
hy a coîumittce previous]y appointed, and special
foretJiought wvas exercised to keep the services of
the day frece f roui interruptions, and to secure a
season of continuous ineditation and prayer. The
r'esuit; ias a day long, to be rememibered by the
forty mlinisters îvbo ivere present. In tbe eaUl for
the mneeting, allusion was made to the nîany meet-
ings held tu discuss plans of wvork and to, deTelop
other than spiritual faculties, and tben the ques-
tion 'vas asked, " Do we need to examine carefully
and prayeî-fully our motives, our standards of
success, and oui- ambitions; and shal ive not give
a day to suchi a season of self examînation 'and
prayer, going apirt for commiuniion -with Christ
and with one aniothier." And this wvas the character
whieh the 1meetingri assuînd at the outset and con-
tinued tlirotigbIout the (lay. îot rnerely because it
had beeîî 50 appointed, bu t manifestly because of
the prGniptings, and direction of the Spirit. It was
a day of sç-archin<r seif-exaînination, and of earii.
est suplplication for thiose. spiritual blessings which
supply ail needs.

'I lie need of personal holiness, of an experience


