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ti.ii. We are Il by nature tue chiidren of wrathi," inot because of aiiy actual par-
t ici îaItionI in thie gujît of <tut g]-cat progtlenitors, nor beca'ise of our connec~tioit
witià Adam as mir federal head ; but hecause, as Doddridge expresses it, of Il the

oliri ial apustacy andi corruption, ini consequence of whichi men (10, according to
tuie course of nature, fail early iiitti ZiiI( u<lt, and so becoîne <>i>oxiouis to tlie
D)ivinie dispicasure. " riginal siin," iii any otlier seilse thian thiat of an innate
anud uniiversal tendexîcly te sin, is +o us, witlt ail due dleference to the great mnasters
in thleolcgy wiho ]lave taughit othierwise, siniply original nioiseuse-excuse the
%%,ordI-withcutl* the shadl(o% of a, foinidation in aany passag,,,e of the Word cf Gcd
righitly understood.

cit appears tu us, niorcover, nuuch more consistent with the tenor of the Holy
Scriptures to regard the littie Ilchild(reil," whioni our Lord declares tc belong, to
Ilis kingdocnî, as beiug, broughit inito that reiatîonshîp), by virtue of His atonlemlent,
at Aiei moment of thieir birtle thanl at the moment of their- dIcatl. To suppose thern
first t(> be condeiiined without personal transgression, and thoen to be justified with-
outt personal faith, serns tu uis a thing, tu be believed only upon tlie clearest and
nst incontestale proof fronti loly Seripture, while, on the ethor biand to re-

gard thieni as siniply saveod front ail sinfuil tendency, as ail other citizens of Glod'si
kingdomi are, at death, is at once scriptural and consistent withi the nocessities of
the case.

It will be cbjccted, of course, tliat such a view cf the condition of the race at
tihe period of birth supposes tbenm to Ilfall from gce"and te become chilciren
tJ wrath and of the wicked ono, after having beeti chljdren of Gcd and Ileirs of Hisi

j kingdoni. It dees. But so did oui, first parents. Thieir state cf nature was as
trillv a state of grace as that into whic:h wve are broughlt in infaney by x'irtue of the
nIedliation of Christ, and if they werz. permitted to fail into cendenunation throughl
transgrression of Élhe Divine ]aw, ivly should we think it strange that our infant
children, withi a nature so depraved and vitiated, should bo perxnitted to do se ?
The wonider would ho if thcy should not fali. lui both cases the condition is ai
îruob,.tionary eue, and iii tlheir case is one with. the preponderatinz influence of a
c>)rrupt nature, ail iii the direction cf ev'il, and tîtus it lias corne te pass that Il ail
hiave sinned and coule short of the glory of Ced."

Sncli a view is by no neans inconsistent, however, %vith the vieiv gcnerally hield
aînlong n s, and by none more firnuly titan inyseif, of the final pprseverance of al
tr elelievors unito eterl- life. For tlmttwivhave wbiat werega.rdta th. positive
and uninistakable assurance cf our blessed Lord Himiself-" Thcy shall nover
perish, neitlier shali any inan pluck thecm out cf iny hand. My Father whon gave
thient m'ue is greater than ail, and ne ian is able te pluck themi out cf rny Fathcr's
nateid te Tbey are Ilcreated anew in Christ Jesus tinte good works "-"' predesti-

nae obe confcrned te the imuagce" cf Ged's son. Tihis Divine chel." lias been
ivrought iii them expressly te defeat the greza ders ry inbsatt p tdesto
flheni id te permit Iiumu te wido the ivork of the Holy Spirit iii tlheir conversion
appears to lis altogether inconisistent tvith the citaracter and ways of [uni whlo
chiangeth net, and cf wlîomn it is said that Il whatsocver Ged decth, it shahl 1)0 for
ever." But the fall of an infant frein a stLte of gr-ace into a state of rendenmna-
tien,7 is essentially different iii its nature, and is only suchi a rcsult as in ail preb- 1
ability is possible ini the case cf cvery intelligent crature wlhen first brou<iit te
realize the fact cf its subjection to Divine Iaw, and ene without the possibilit1 j of
which, there could ho ne sncb thing as either virtue or vice. The cases, there-
fore, aire net parallel, and the objection fails te the grounid.

CONSIST.NCY. -Lot ins reinember that wlîatever unfits lis fer religions cities,
c tels the ferveur of our devotions, or indisposes us te read our Bible or te pray ;
whatever we could net en,_mge in n'itlî a perfectly clcar conscience; iwhterever the
1 iioligtitf a suffering Saviýîîr or a lioly God, cf the Itour cf deatit or cf tite day of
judgxne nt, falîs iikea coid sltaflow on eur enjoynient; the pleasure whichi we cannot
thank God fer, and on whiclî we cannot ask His blessing-these are net for us.


