
UNIVERSAL OR COSMIC TIME.

new conditions of life. While, on the one hiand it wvas argued that
the introduction of a cotiprehensive soherne by wvhich time could be
universally reckoned wvas highly desirable, it was equally mainitained
that the determination of a, comimon Prime Meridian for the wvorlcI
'vas the key to, its success, and that the es,-aiblishiinent of suchl a
nieridian, as D, zero, recognized by all nations, -ças the first important
step demanded.

These proceedings were brotight under the notice of His Excel-
Iency the Marquis of Lorne, then Governor-General of Canada.
In the name of the Institute, they were submiitted, in the formi of a
miemorial,* with the hiope that His Excellency -would sec fit to lay
thein before the Inmperial Goverinent, that they wvou1d by these
rneans obtain the attention of the several scientifle bodies thronghout
Europe, and that sonme genieral systeiinatic effort woiild be made in
the riglit direction to secuire the important objects soughit to be
attained.

Through the good offices of lus Excellenc3 ', copies of the Canadiani
Institute Proceedingys fourni their way to the 'Britishi A.dixiralty, the
Astro-nomer Royal, Greenwich, The Astronoiiier Royal for Scotlanld,
Edinburgh, The Royal Society, The Royal Geographical Society, The
Royal Astromomaical Society, The Royal »United Service Iiistitute,
and other societies of erninience and iveighit in the 'United 1{iindoiin.
Copies of the papers wvere Iikewise sent througli the Iniperial Gov-
ernient to Lhe Goverinents of t'le f*ollowiix couzitries, viz.

FRANCE, YEMN,
ITA-LY, N-\OPAY ANDSWD ,
THE 'UN«,,ITE) 'STATES., RUSSIA,
AUSTIIIA, BELflVM,
BRAZIL, DENMAiBK,

JAFNTHE -NElli ERLANDS,
SPAIN, PORtTUGAL,
SWITZER LAN D, TURKEY,
G-'REECE, CJU NA.

In the year foliowing", the Anierican Metrological Societ;y isslued a
Report of the Commrittee on Standard Tinie. The Report bears the
name of Mr. Cleveland Abbe, the Cha.irmjan of the Conmittee,
and the date of May, 187-9. It draws attention ta mnany of the
causes calling for the establishmnent of accurate time, and the


