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and jostled each other iu the stroots of
Rome at that stormy puried, noi:e was
better known, noune more courted,
flattored, honoured, hated, and mis-
trusted, than the occupant of the gilded
chariot. It was wo time for men to
wear their hearte in their hands—it
wss no time to make an additional
enomy, or to lose a possiblo friend.
Since the death of Tiberius, emperor
had succeoded emperor with alarming
rapidity. Nerohad indeed died by bis
own hand, to avoid the just retribution
of unexampled vices and crimes; but
the poisoned mushroom had carried off
his predecessor, and the old man who
succeeded him fell by the weapons of
tho very guards he kad onlisted to pro-
tect bis grey head from violence.
Since then anothor sunicide had indued
Vitelliuve with the purple; but the
throne of the Owmsars was fast becoming
synonymous with a gcaffold, and the
sword of Damooles quivered wmore
menacingly, and on a slenderor hair
than ever, over the diadem.

When great political convulsions
agitate a State, alroady scething with
gooeral vice and luxury, the moral
scum seems, by o law of nature, to float
invariably to the surface—the charac-
ters most destitute of principle, the
readiest to oboy the instincts of self-
aggrandisement and expediency, achieve
a kind of spurious fame, a doubtful and
temporary success. Under the rule of
Nero, perbaps, there was but one path
to Court favour, and that lay in the
disgraceful attempt to vie with this
Emperor's brutalities and crimes. The
palace of Orsar was then indeed a sink
of foul iniquity and utter degradation.
The sycophant who could most readily

reduce himself to the level of a beast,

in gross sensuality, while he boasted a
demon's refinement of cruelty, and
morbid depravity of heart, became the
first favourite for the time with his Im-
perial master. To be fat, slothful,
weak, gluttonous, and effemivate, while
the brow was crowned with roses, and
the braia wasdrenched with wine, and
the hands were steeped in blood—this
it was to be a friend and counsellor of
Casar. Men waited and wondered in
stupefied awe when they marked the
mouster reeling from a debauch to some
fresh feast of horrors, some ingenious
oxhibition of the complicated tortures
that may te iaflicted on & human be-
ing, some devilish experiment of all the
body can bear, ere the soul takes wing
from its ghastly, mutilated tenewent,
and this not on one, but a thousand
victims. They waited and wondered
what the gods were about, that Divine
vengeance should slumber througa such
provocations as these.

But retribution overtook him at last.
The heart which a slaughtered mother’s
spertre could not soften, which remorse
for a pregnant wife’s fate, kicked to
death by her bYrutal lord, failed to
wring, quailed at the approach of afew
exasperated soldiers; and the tyrant
who had s0 often smiled to see blood
flow like wster in the amphitheatre,
died by his own hend —died as he bad
lived, a coward and a murderer to the
last,

Sinco then, the Court wss a sphero
in which any bold unscrupulous man
might be pretty sure of attaining suc-
cess. The present emperos wag a good-
humoured glutton, one whosn faculties,
originally vigoroas, had been warped
avd deadened by excess, just as his
bgdy had bécome blosted, his eyo
dimmed, his strength palsied, and his
courage destroyed by the same course.
The scheming statesman, the pliant
vourtier, L' successful soldier had but
one passion no<v, one only object for
the exercise of iis energics, both of
miod and body—to eat enormously, to
drink to excess, to study every art by
which fresh appetite could be stimulated
when gorged to repletion—and thon—
to eat and drink again.

With such a patron, any man who
united to o tendency for the pleasures
of the table, a strong brain, a cold head,
aod an sptitade for business, wight be

sare of considerable influence. Tho
Ewperor thercughly appreciated one
who would take trouble off his haunds,
whilo at tho same time he encourayed
his master, by precept and example, 1n
his swinieh propeunsities. It was no
slight servioe to Vilellius, to rise from
a debauch and give those necessary
orders in an unforeseen emorgency
which Cresar'’s sodden brain was power
less to originate or to understand.

Ere Placidus had been a month about
the Court, he had 1usinuated hrwself
thoroughly into the good graces of the
Ewmperor.

This man’s had been a strange and

rank, he had used hig family nfluence
to advance him in the military service,
and already, whilst. still in the flower
of youth, had attained the grade of
Tribune in Vespasian’s army, then oc-
cupyingJ udwxcaunderthat distinguished
genaral.  Althongh no wan yielded so
willingly, or gave himself up &o entire.
1y to the indolent enjoywents of Asia-
tic lifs, Placidas possessed many of the
qualities which aroesteemed osseutial to
the character of a soldier. Personal bra-
very, or we should rather say, insensibil-
ity to danger, was one of his peculiar
advantages. Perhaps this i s quality
inseparable from such an orgenisation
as his, in which, while tho system
seoms to contain a wealth of energy
and vitality, the nerves are extremely
callous to irritation, and completely
under control. The Tribune never
cawe out in more favorable colors tkan
when every one about him was ina
state of alarm and confusion. On ono
occasion, at the siege of Jotapata, where
the Jews were defending themselves
with the desperate energy of their race,
Placidus won golden opinions from
Vespasian by the cool dexterity with
which he saved from destruction a
whole company of soldiers and their
conturion, under the very eye of his
general.

A maniple, or, ia the military lau-
guage of to-day, a wiug of the cobort
led by Placidus was advancing to the
attack, and the first centurion, with
the company under his command, was
already beneath the wall, bristling as
it was with defenders, who hurled
down on their assailants darts, javelins,
huge stones, every description of wea-
pon or missile, including molten lead
and boiling oil. Under cover of a
moveable pent-house, which protected
thew, tho hoad of the column had ad
vanced their battering-ram to the very
wall, and were swinging the huge
engine back, by tho ropes and pulleys
which goveraed it, for an increased
impulse of destruction, when the Jews,
who had been watching their oppor-
{unity, succeeded in balancing an
enormous mass of grapite mmmediately
above the pent-house and the materials
of offence, apimate and inanimate,
which it contsined. A Jewixh warrior
clad in shining armour had taken a
lever in his hand, and was in the act
of applsing that instrument to the im-
pending totlering mass ; 3n atother im.
stant it must have crashed down upon
their beads, and buried the whole band
beneath its weight. At his appointed
-station by the Eagle, the Tribune was
watching the movements of his men
with his usual air of sleepy. indolent
approval. And even in this critical
moment his eye nover brightened, bis
color never deepened a shade. Tho
voice was calm, low, and perfectly
modulated in which he bade the trum-
peter at his right hand sound the re-
call , nor, though its husiness.like
rapidity could scarce bave besn exceed-
ed by the most practised archer, was
the movement the least hurried with
which he snatched tae bow from a dead
Partbian auxiliary at bis feet and fitted
an arrow to its string. In the twink-
ling of an eye, while the granite vibrat-
ed on the very parapet, the arrow was
quivering betwcen the joints of the
warrior’s harness who held the lever,
and he had fallen with his head over
the wall in the throes of death. Before
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another of the defonders could take his
place tho assaulting party had retired,
bringing along with them, in their cool
and rigid disupline, the battering-ram
and wooden covering which protected
it, while the Tr ibune quietly observed,
as he replaced the bow into the fallen
Parthian's hand, * A company saved is
a bundred men gained. A dead bar-
burian is exactly worth my tallest cen-
turion, and the smartest troop I have
in the maniple I’

Vespasion wos not the man to forget
such an instance of cool prowptitude,
and Juliue Placidus was marked out
for promotion from that day forth.

But with its courage, tho Tribune
posseased the canning of the tiger, not
without something also of that fierce
antal's outward beauty, and much of
its watchful, pitiless, and untiring na.
ture. A brave soldior should have
considered it a degradation, undoer any
circumstances, to play a double part;
but with Placidus every step was es-
teemed bonorable so long as it was on
tho ascent. The successful winner had
no scruple in deceiving all about him
at Rome, by the eagerness with which
ho assumed the character of a mere
man of pleasure, while he lost no op-
portunity the while of ipgratiating
himself with the many desparate spirits
who were to be found in the imperial
city, ready and willing to asaist in any
enterprise which should tend to anar-
chy and confusion. hile he rushed
into every extravagance and pleasure
of that luxurious Court—while he vied
with Cicsar bimself in his profusion,
and surpassed him in his orgies—he
suffered no symptoms to escape bim of
a higher ambition than that of excel-
lence io trifling—of deeper projects
than those which affected the wine-cap,
the pageant, and the passing follies of
tho hour. Yet all the while, within
that dainty reveller’s brain, schemes
were forming and thoughts burning
that should bave withered the very
roges on his brow.

It wight have been the strain of
Greek blood which filtered through his
veins, that tempered his Roman cour
age and endurance with the pliancy
essential to conspiracy and intrigue—
a strain that was apparent in his
sculptured regularity of feature, and
general symmetry of form. His char-
acter has always been compared to the
tiger’s, and his movements had all the
pliant case and stealthy frecdom of
that graceful animal. His stature was
little above the average of hie country-
men, but his frame was cast in that
mould of exact proportion which pro
wises the extreme of strength combined
with agility and endurance. Had he
been caught like Milo, be would have
writhed bimstlf out of the trap, with
the sinuous persistency of a snake.
There was something snake like, too, in
his small glittering oye, and the clear
smoothness of hig'skin. With all its
brightness no woman worthy of the
name but would have winced with
womanly instincts of aversion and re
pugnance before his glance. With all
its beauty no child would have looked
up frankly and confidingly. in his face.
Men turned, indeed, to scan him ap-
provingly as he passed ; but the brave
owned no sympathy with that smooth
set trow, that crafty and walicious
smile, wbile the timid or the super-
stitious shuddered and shrank away,
averting their own gaze from what they
felt to be the influence of the evil eye.

Aad yet, in his saowy tunic bleached
to dazzling white. in his collar of link
ed gold, his jewelled belt, his embrcid-
ered sandals, aod the ample folds of his
deep violet mautle, nearly approaching
purple, Julius Placidus was no un-
worthy representativeof istime and bis
order, no mean specimen of the wealtb,
and foppery,and extravagance of Rome.

Such was the man who now stood up
in his gilded chariot at Valeria’s door,
mosking with his usual eepression of
careless indolence; the real impatience
he folt for tidings of its mistress.

(10 BE CONTINUED.)
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Who formetly residod e Lutecticut, but
who now resides 1o £ n. ! ' w ¢
20 yours past mv w e
and s e used Ayer's
Halr Vigor, and wo
avtribule Lo it the dath
hait whikh she and 1
now have, whils hun.
dreds of our acquaint-
ances, ten or a dozen
yeurs youugerthan we, -
are cither giay headad,
R white, or Mkl When
asked hewour hah hiss
retaltied its color and
fullness, we reply, * By
the use of Ayer's Har
A Vigor-nothing else
“In sk my afianeed
was nearly bald, and

tiertouso
Ayer's Halr Vigor, and very soon, it ot
only chiecked any further loss of hair, but
produced an entirely new growth, which has
remained luxuriant and glossy to this day.
I can recommend this preparation toallin
need of a genuine hair-restorer. It s all
that it is clatmed to be."—Auntonio Alarrug,
Bastrop, Tex

AYER'S.
HAIR VIGOR

-_Church Pews -

SCHOOL FURNITURE

The Bennott Farnishing Co., of London
Ont. make a specialty of manufacturin,
the latest designs in Church and Schoo!
Furniture. The Catholic clergy of Canada
arercepectiully invited tosen for catalogue
and prices before awarding contracts. We
have lately put in a complete set of pews
in the Brantford Catholic Church, and
in St. Michael's Cathedral, Toronto, St.
Lawrence Church, Hamilton, Rev. F. T.
McEray ; Thorold R. C. Church, Rev. J.
F. Sullivan ; Hespeler R. C. Church, Rev.
E. P. Slaveon ; Little Current R. C Church,
A. P. Xilganan, Esq.; Renous Bridge R.C.
Church, New Brunewick, Rev. E. S. Mur-
dock. Wo have also supplied Altars to
Rev. Father Walsh, Toronto, Rev, J. A.
Kealy, Mountj Carmel, Fathor McGee, 8t.
Augustine, V.G. McCann, Toronto, Rev.
G. % Kenny, Guetph, Rev. J. C. Heman,
Dundas, Rev. R. Maloncy, Markdale,
Father Ronan, Wallacoburg, St. Joscph's
Convent, Toronto, Sacred Heart Convent,
T,ondon and Sacred Heart Convent, Hali-
fax, N.6.

Wo have for yoars past been favoured
with contracts from membors of thoclergy
10 other parts of Ontario, 1n all cases the
most entire satistaction having been expres
sed in regard to quality of work, lowness
of price, snd qaicknoss of oxccution. Such
has boen the increase of business in this
special line that wo found 1t nocessary
somo time since to catablish a branch office
in Glasgow, Scotlund, and wo are now on-

aged manufacturing pewsfor aew churches
1o that country aund Ireland. Address
BENNETT FURNISHING CO
London Ont., Caoada
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Conifort and security sasured $o-
called Hopeless Jasest  solicited.
Children poaltively cured in o few
weeks, 17 you get any appliance
wet the very best, Over twenty years
in busineas in Toronto in thiz one linm exclusively.
J.Y.EGAN, Hernta Specialist, 266 W est Queen Street,

Toronto. a1y

TRLEPIRONE 1306,

M. McCABE,
UNDERTAKER.

EMBALXING A SPECIALTY.

845 Queen St. West, Tor¢nio, Unt.
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