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EU IT KIALX,
DIAMONDS IN ONTARIO.

au HOSE of our readers who have eîther listened toi or read

lNI that splendid lecture of the Rev. Russell Conway,
OZ#R enitied " Acres of l)iamotnds," wiil renienîber that

che keystone of the whole discourse, was the moral of the origi-
rial ý,tory about the dîscovery of thedianîond mines of ;olconda,
thî.t people are very apt to, look abroad for opporturîlties of
aîsiiîncenîent whereas îerlîaps they nîay be overlooking mnci
luiz-t r opportunities righit at their own doors

ibhis lecture %%ith ail its we:althi of illustration and fact, 'vas
vi'. !Iv recallcd to our niemiory the oter day by a paper read
!)l -c tre ('analuarî Institute hast month iîy 'Mr. Arciuibald

1; chief of the Bureau of Mines for the province of Onîtario.
ubiject of Mr. Blue's paper was "'Are there h)îainonds iu

lu r!o? *'and il wvas a îîîost interesting collection of facis aîîd
îî<es trn regard to this subjecr. He described in detail

* a'taracte rîsties of a countîry in whîcla dianionds are to lie
Î. riustrating dtlîs by a de.cription of tlîe mines of Kiiii-

.'.South .\frica, as ain example. He showed thiat some
* f Ontario exlait very similar clîaracteristics to tlîat of

-ci *Ily, and their geological formation is of such a nature
!, is flot improbable that dîamonds might somte day

Ireconie a1 prodltct or thîs province. Mr. Blue aiso toid of thc
iintîng 'If d'armonIds in parts of the Staics of Witivonsin ai
M Iihigan.

Nothîntii u, laraeîîîy Imipossiblie tir Nature, and Ive siiotilti
no t lie tine p.r rt i le a, 1l.iîdif soute day tit is prov inîce shoqild
he foulîd Io have d iamiond mîinîes cquai tu thusc of South

Afiaor itnywiiere else. If we reietuirer rightiy, geoiogists
toid us that if %va, impossîile t hat the ,'rican diamîond muines
cotild bu atiy gond 'lhcy isscrted that dianionds hiad nleyer
been fou n d in thle ha rd bittne cia y suc!î as il ta it niiia the KR i-
herley ilitnus, and the whoie thinig %%as cithier a mnistike or a
swindIe. 'lhle rcpiy of the Atric.în miiers wvas, " %Veil, tiiat
rnay lie ail righit in theory. bunt liow are you guing to get ove,.
flic faut tltat we arc actually geiting diitamnnds in quattitcs
hitherto uîîdreained of ont of a geological formation that youi
sa), contains noune

This was not a theory, butî at condition, and, as ustiai, thc
scîcutîsîs had to take bac:kwater when they ran til against
facts that cotîld îlot bc dispnted It is just possible that
Canada nîay have dianiond mines. Scientibts user! to tell us
thit we hiad no gold mines, yct %vu have denionstrated to the
worid that wve have plenty of theni, and tie fact that we are
now the fonrih counîtry iu the worid iii thc production of the
precions mieials is proof enonghi that they are niot aiways righit.
lo thle fîneanîifiie, unnil Our duniestic diamuind mines tnril ni>,
wc %hail enideavor to, worry aiung in the saine oid way and use
the iniported article.

THE WANT 0F A BAN KRUPT ACT.

Hl i iiber for East V'ork, Mr. %V. 1-. \Icl.eati, iast
Ininth introduced a hillinlto the D ominion Parlia-
ment for the relief of insuivents, and the equitabie

settlenment of their estates. As onr readers are aware, snch a
measure fias heen dematided by the mercantile comnuunity of
tliis country, as voîced throngh their varions boards of trade,
for a numiber of ycars past, but notwithstanding ail this there
seerns to be sortie unaccountable reason why the Goverrnîcnt
are averse to givîng it their sanction and endorsatîoîî.

.As a mialter of fact, it is generaliy admnitted that if a man
beconies hoanest/y insolvent and hi-mest/y ahandons lits estate toi
his credîtors, there is no vaiid reason % hy lie should îlot get a
clearance froni hits creditors aîîd be alwed to start afresh
again wiîfl a dlean sheet.

On the other hand lookecd at front the standpoint of his
creditors, ail that they want or cati ruasoriably expect, is thiat
the entire estate of the iîisolveiît shal lbe fairiy and ecoflonîî-
caily dividcd amongst theni pro.rizia.

1 snrcly shonid not be vcry d ifficuit to reconcile the dilTer-
ences betwveeni the insoivent and is credîtors , and as a matter
of fact, it is not. It lias heen arranged tîme and again to their
mutual satisfactionî, but the drawback toi the passage of suchi
an act secnib to come front two widely different sources. 1Fîrst,
front the bankinig comuntiity, who practicaiiy want to bie
legislated irîto a large pull river the ordinary creditors, and
second, the farmers, who oppose it because thcy tink that
men of their occupation should have exactly the same rights in


