
26. T,7ie Montly Record of thue Cliurch ot Scodiandi.

PEBRUARY, 1878.

THE CHURCH AT 11OMNE.

At ne period in lier history lias the
<ihurclh of Scotland, in the old country,
appeared to lie more prosperous thtan at
present. lier nurnerous schenies are
flourishing. The Home and Foreign R1e-
cord shows that a deep and an intelligent
interestis taken in the work of the chureli.
That periodical publishes not oniy the
news of its own mission work, but aIse
gives a full account of the progress and
doings of ail o.her evang-elical churches
-thus setting an exaxuple of Cathohicity
weil worthy of im.itation. As a national
Churcli, endowed iii a large measure,1
elhe is fr-ee froui the severe strain whichi
pCA'erLy otten brings to bear upon weak
chur-cles. She does Dot require to resort
t.o the trade of proselytizing, in order te
live. She does net require to belittie
others in order to iiiagnify licrself. With
a calmness arising froin a "tconscieuce
Void et offencel' she dev'etes lier energies
to, the work at hoine and abroad witllout
anoyance or boastinir, and without want-
only assailing others. On tbe other hiand,
a Church whese sole raison dc*tre is a
protest, niust k-cep up a continuai noisy
battle, or else perish as a separate organ-
jzation. Itç mneat and drink is strife, and
wlien one cause of strife is removed it
miust seek another, or ]anguisli and <lie.
At eue time it wliets its teetlh and assua-
ges its hunger on the dry bone of patron..
age, and whien that is devoured it must
look around fer some other gaine; and
now it flies at dis-establishmnent.

Wlien the day cornes, if i tshouid corne,
lt th Cliurk of ScotIand îhafl be dis-

established, it will bce found that the
Churc'î is prepared te face ber aitered
position. No (yovernment in Britain
(wlatevcr rnay ~lappcn eut here) wil
venture te toucli tbe accumiuiated fundrs
et tiie Church, contributed by private in-
divitinals; an~d every àay lier -Privaie en--
downients are increasing. Churches hy
the score are beinoe built and enciowed by
voluntary contriutions, .previn)g the
streng hold the Churcli bas upon the
lieart of the Scottishi people.

Wlien newv seets spring into existence,
full ef life and vigçor, iuany ardent seuls,
longlng for a life of devotion and self-
sacrifice, inite witli them fondiy, imagin-
incfr they have reached a haven cf unsel-
fisiness. but alas, tliey soon discover that
no denomination on earth lias a nonopoiy
of virtue and religion. Tlie consequeDce
is they oflen long te return whence they
came, feeling that tlie old m-as better.
And it woui d appear that seme such re-
action has set in in Scotland towards the
old Kirk. It would seema that nany who
had at one time forsaken lier altar, are
now seeking te return thither. At ail
events it miiglit lie argued tliat such is the
case, judging by the ntumber cf students
and licentiates cf the Free and U. P.
Churches who are continually applyîng
te be received into hier ranks.

NEW GILASGOW.-Our readers will lie
glad ti, learn that Rer. Mr. Coull's bealth
is greatiy improved, and that le lias re-
sumed preaching.

FiSiiER'S GRANT. -The people on Fish-
ef's Grant, in connettien witb the Picton
Preshytery, are ni-Vely engaged iu
building a place cf ivorship Jer them-
selves. IV> hope tbey will receive the
syrnpatliy and aid that tleir peculiar cir-
cuinstauces caîl for.

THE, 1ev. Mr. 1-erdInian delivered a
lecture lai St. Andrew's Cliuxcb.i New
Clasgowv, in wbicli lie ccnpkûtely ?zpsct
Mr. [tine's theoy % hat, Ilie " lest tribes
of Isrztell" have b CC discovered in the
"1A-ngle Sa.xons.Y Se tliey are -"wan-
dering Jews"' yet. WV .e Lop~e in scrae
future nuiirber te 01117ou rentiers an
oppertunity cf Iudgingr Ôf the nierits of
t'ho 1lcturo fur @ l,~euv.


