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be 1is witneases, and balde them go and’ <t at the foet of Christtor ever than roam
preach his gorpel, for he would be with them ' over the wide creation.
wlway, even unto the end of the world.  Such ;
wus the face of Chiist on earth, and the re.,
membranze may serve to inspireinus a holy -
partiog alter the heatific visicn which the,
T.ord huth promiced us, and of which we are’
now about to speak as the Holy Ghost may
graciously give us utterance,

Firsr, this morning, I propose, brethren, to
bring before your minds the beatificvision i¢.

**The spicious carth and spreadirg flvod
Praclaim the wise and powerfulGod,

And thy rich glories from afar

Sparkle in every rolling star.

Yet in Christ's looks a glury stands,
The noblest wonder nf Goid's hands ;
He, in the person of his Son,

Has all his mightiest works outdone,”

If Jesus were not ir finite we should not

self— T'hey shall see his face ;" then recang.
Iy, we shall dwell for 8 moment upon the sy
passing learness of the vision—* They anall

_&peak so; but tince he I, in his perron divine,
1 and a9 to his manhood, 8o nearly allied to us
!‘ that the closest possible symnathy exists be-

aec hisface”—in ajgense more than usuaily em- + tween us, there will always he fresh subiects
phatic; then thirdly, upon the privileges, 'forthought,and freshsaurcesforenjoyment, for
choice and precious, which arc involvcd in the : thore who are taken up with him.~ Cestainly.
vision; and lastly, we shall have a wepd o . Urethren and sisters, to no veliever would
1wo upon those foroured ones who shall enjoy i heaven be desirable if Jesus were not there,

the sight— They,” and trne vther—v They | OT» if being there, they could nat enjoy the

shall see his face.”
I. Fiist, then, THE BEATIFIC VISIGN,

" nearest and deareet {ellowsnip with him, A

1 sight of him first turned our sorrow into joy;

* They shall see his face.,” Itis the chief ' renewed communic with him lifis us above
y chief |

hlessing of heaven, the cream of heaven, the |

heaven of hexven, that the saints shall there
see Jesus. There will be other things to see.
Who dare despise these foundations of rhry.
rolite and chryscprasus snd jacinth? Who
thall epeak lightly of streets of glassy gold

and gates of pearl? We would not forget |

that we shall see aygels, and seraphim, and
cherubim ; vor would we fail 10 remember
that we shall sce apostles, martyrs, and con-
{essore, together with thuse whom we have
walked with and communed with inour Lord
while bere below.,  We shall assuredly behold
theee of our departed kindred who ‘sieep in
Jesus, dear to vs here and dear to us stjlj—
*not lost, but gene before,” But still; for
all this, the main thought which we now have
of heaven, and certainly the main fulness of
1t when we shall come there, is justthis: we
shall see Jesus. We shall care litle for any
of those imaginary occupations whirh bave
such charms for a certain class of minds that
they could even find a heaven in them, 1
have read fanciful periods in which the writer
har found celestial joys ta consist in an eter-
nal progress in the knowledge of the laws of
God's universe, Such is not my heaven.
XKnowledge is not happiness, Lut on the con-
trary, 18 often an increase of sorrow.
Knowing, of itself, does rot make men
happy nor holy, For mere knowing’s sake,
I would ar soon not know as krow, if I had
my choice: betier to love an ounce than to

our present cares, and strengthens us to bear
; our heavy burdens : what must keavenly com-
 munion be? When we have Christ with vs
we are content on a crust, and satisfied with
a ¢up of water : but if his face be hidden the
whele world cannot afford a snlace, we gre
‘ widowed of our Beloved, our sun has set, our
I moon is eclipsed, our candleis blown out.
, Carist is all ar.d all to us here, and therefore
i we pant and leneg for a heaven in which he
|

!
[
|

shall be all in all to us for ever; and such
! will the heaven ot God be. The Paradise of
. God is not the Eiysium of imagination, the
. Utopia of intellect, or the Eden of poctry;
_but it is the heaven of intense spiritual fellow-

ship with the Lord Jesus—a place where it is
i promised to faithful svuls that % they shall
' see his face,”
i In the heatific vision it is Christ whom they
see; and further, it is his face which they be-
hold. They shall not see the skirts of bhis

robe as Moses saw the back parts of Jehovai ;
i they shall not be sarisfied tv touch the hem
of his garment, or to sit far down at his feet
where thcy can only see his sandals, but they
* shall see his face ;” by which I undeistand
i two things: first, that they shall literally and
physicaily, with their risen bodies, actualiy
look inta the face of Jesus; and secondly,
that spiritually their mental faculiies shal! be
; enlarged, so that they shall be enabled to look
-into the very heart, and soul, aud character
* of Christ, 50 as to understand him, his wark,

kuow a pound; betrer a liwtle service than i bis love, his all in all, as they never under-
wuch knowledge. I desire to kaow what | stood bim before. They shall literally, I say,
God pleases 10 teach wme; but beyond that, | see his face, for Christ is no phantom jand n
cven ignorance shall be my bliss. Some have | heaven though divine, and therefur: spiritnal,
talked of fli'ting from ster to star, seeing the ; he 18 atill & man, and therefore material hike
wonders o God throughout the universe,: ourselves, The very fizsh and blood that
how he rules i1 this provinee of his wide do- | suffered upon Calvary is in heeven ; the hand
main, how he governs in that other region of | that was pierced with the nail now at this mo-
his vast domain. It may be 8o, hut it would | ment grasps the scentre of all worlds; tnat
be no heaven to me. So far ss 1 can at pre | very head which was bowed down with an-
-sent judge, 1 would rather stop at home, and ' guish is now crowned with a royal diadem ;



