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or more ternis of imprisonrnent. Dr. Hickson emphasises thi8

"Reeidivism is much the erux of the whole criminilogocal sit-
uation, while at one and the same timie it is the niost illuminating
and also, most discouraging symptom, in that it shews the hope-
lessnes of our present methods of dealing with crime, and that,
therefore, there miust be something fundamentally wrong because
it connirrns our findings that the underlying cause of the vast
rnajority of cases is an incurable hereditary constitutional mental
defective.îîcss."

le calis attention, howdver, to the difficulty arising froin the
absence of the quality of helpfulness in the Bar iii relaùion to this
very point. -He ays:

'<Many of these suggestions may seeni to be, or are, in confliet
with present lmvs, but we want to go on record as having the high-
est respect for thie law, and appreciation. of its raison d'être, espe-
eially %vhcre it is based on intelIligent prenises, evcn though it be flot
always perfect, so long as the bases on wvhich it is founded are the
lnst wvord obtainable on the subject. We think one, of the big
nistakes that is being propagated in the law, espeeially in theç
n-atter of what is known as forensic, psychiatry, is that practically
ail the efforts of eoxnmittees, and individuafs that. have been %vork-
ing for betterinent in this field have made. the existing laws tmsie
te their efforts as though they wcice the most scientific and advalîeed
developrnent ini the vm-ious eorrclJated( sciences that underlie theni,

i though the~y %verc the last word on the subject, the Ulti)ii
Thulr. 4s a înatterof fact, they are quite tho contrary, and thus
n~ c sec thieni striving and straining, tvist.iig anfi turning, struggling
te square up nl.o(erii selentifle knowiedge with the archaic and
obsolete oienbaxe f spirit and tradition of the ancients, to
bring the newer seientific knowlcdge into %iir'n vith the old
alrgely unscientifie accumulation, as though me. wcre mdc(le for
inws end net the hl ws for mein, as though they %vere above ai
beyon<I ien and not of e~nd for rn'

1 cannot refrain froni quoting frein an enthuisi,i.st who lia,,
spent inuch tine in the Criiiiii Courts of a large city in the
endeavo-cur to introduce soine stieh reforini as I have hccn discuss-
inig. fle Sa9y.q

"Judges, lawyers and policemen--mn %viho have livcd long
umu1ler the consmervative influences of l -llCerne frola Missouri.
The-, , uV e te 1wbewm. And they liave te bp Slîcwn, fot once


