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Ieaii to know and love Jeý,iî;. It ls rery
liard for theni, for lnstead of golng home to
be taughit thiere about Him, tliey go to
homies whlere Idols are worzh*pý-d and tluŽrc
Is lots 0f chiande for them to forgPt duriu.'
the week wlîat they learned on Sunday.
But God can lielp thern to k -el) it In i,iin',
sQ %rill yott iiot pray that 1-e niay.

The boys bave flot been brouglit togetiier
as yet, lilke the girls, but I hiope that, soon,
very soon, they whll be. That is sorne
thing else for you, the boy.; vspcially, to
pray about.

1 want to tell you about a feast 1 was,
at last Monday afternoon. -It was given be-
cause a baby boy had been born; and the
parents asked ail of the ladies la the Mis-
sion to it. 'hfliather is onie of Dr-. M:tv-
Clure's medical assistants, so of course knew~
us ail.

he first of ail came at 12 o'clock to in-
vite us to corne. The feast was to be at
4 iii the afternoon, and at 4 hie came again
to caîl us, tell us the feast was ready. That
is the wvay they do in China. You remem-
ber the feast that Jesus spolie about when
the people made excuses, when the servant
was sent to tell them ail things were ready:
that was the second invitation, just as they
do here.

The feast was given In the wornen's chap-
el. In the centre of the flooi was a smail
square table, at the hc.ad of' %viiel were
two chairs-one of them being the seat of
honor-and at either side were benches. On
our going into the room we were met and
weicomed by the father of the baby and
at little Chinese lady whio w-as to ý,ct a-,
hostess, the mother not being able to be
present.

The hostess asked one of the ladies> Mrs.
MacClure, to take the seat 0f bonor, but
she refused, telling the little Chinese lady
to take it. Then anothpir lady w'as askcd
to take it, and she also refused it, for it
is not considered polite if one takes this
seat when first asked. They musc refuse
and refuse and be almost pushed into it;
so we had quite a noisy time. Although 1
could not understand one word, I kinew what
was going on.

At Iast Mrs. MacClure and Dr. Dow were
pcrsuaded to take the chairs, Dr. Dow be-
ing in the place of honor, and we were
arranged around the table. At each place
there wvas a pair of chopstirks, and a lit.
tic bowl to drink out of-such a tiny bowl:
like a doll's dish. In the middle of the ta-
ble were six little plates about the size
of bread and butter plates. On one was
a lot of' cold pork cut up in small pieces:
on another chicken cut up in very little
bits; on another a dark kind of meat liard
boiled and just as sait as could be; and on
the remaining plates were lictle cakes, some-
thing like short bread, and another kind like
a snowball, being ail covered with white
sugar.

When we each took Up our chop sticks It
-as very funny; some of us had neyer used

thieni before, and I for one had liard work
to geL anytli,ng as far as nmy miouth, but
the C'lnciise wonîen .just ate as quickly as
p~ossible, and kept pitkiuig lip Sonething 'oDy
one or otlier 0f us, saylng, "BEat," "Ba&t."
We laughied a good( deal over our awkwar<i-
ness; the little woinen laughed too and
tried to teacli us how to use thc chîop sticks.
It would seemi strange to you to see e-Jery-
one picking out of the samne dislî and then
liaving no plates on -%vlich to put Lite food,
just putting It into the mouth.

Presently the rnan came anI toolz away
the plates, putting down some moire, full
0f sweetmeats, mostly made of sugar.
Trheil lie came again, took thiese off and
brought us ail littie plates %vith vinegar andi
bowis of meat durnplings. 'Ihese werc steam-
ing hot, having just been boiled. One was
supposed to pick themi out with the chop
sticks, dip thern in vinegar aud eat them.
They were so slippery 1 could not get a
hold on one for a long tirne. The women
had thieir bowls empty by the Lime I had
enten one. Then as tlîey werc ready for
more, and it is the pouLte thing to offer
some of your food to another, I asked one
%roman to eat frorn my bowl. Afte- a lit-
tic persuasion shie and another belped, s0
that I got mine ernpty.

Then wc were asked if we would lîke to
sec the baby. The house ia which this
baby lives is not a very nice one. It is just
made of rnud, like most Chinese houses, and
bas two little dark roomns. I arn afraid you
wouid not caîl iL a ho*use at aIl. Tîme mother
came inii nd lktod up a little bundle that
lay on the bcd, and in amongst the clothes
we saw the wee face, and already on its
head was a Chinese cap. Thc bautes are
iiever dressed Ilie ours, biit are put into
clothes Just like grown up people w~ear. 50
you can imagine how funny thcy look. Thtis
lite feilow w'as very brighit and quite pret-
Ly, and luis mother was so proud of' him. We
had to thanli lier too for the feast, and then
came home. Now good-night, boys and girls.
God bless you ail.

The "«Confederates," or Lien Chwang H-ui,
a society seveî-al thousands strong, have
laLely been persecuting the Christians, and
causing mucli anxiety about our mission
station of' Chang Te Fu. They have time
and again threatened to buî-n out the mis-
sion premises and murder our missionaries.
A spy sent by a magistrate, to watclî the
leaders, bad his eyes dug out. But a few
days ago a detachrnent of one thousand sol-
diers arrived to wipe out tiie society. Four
of tlîem have been captuî-ed, and given three
thousaad strokes each. and are not likely
to recover.

About one-tenth, or 84 0f Lte 867 mission-
aries of the London Missionary Society in
hieathen fields, pay their own expenses.
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