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In the early yeirs of the present century Sir John 1Bkennet Laives,
associated with D)r. Gilbert, began those exp2-rimients, the resuits of
whichi have been sc p tent in rev ltioniizin.g agriculture throug'hout the
civilized wvorld. 1h'lootighly prictical and at the sanie tune thoroughily
scientific, tl3ese invustigîl ions and the deductions made therefrom) have

served flot only to mnaterîally iiîîprove tne systemi of agi-iculture by
increastýd production at decreased cost, but also to elevate faring
fr003 an art overgrown willh traditions, handed down frorn father

to son throtigh successive gener.itions, to the ranks of science.
Agriculture hias now taken its place in our universities side b>' side
wvith Clasics, Mfathemnatics and Natiiral Sciences Lt fils that place
wvorthily ; and that this is so is lar-,ely due to the skilful and indefatig-
able labours of those English scientists, Sir John Lawves and Dr. Gilbert.

Dtîring the summiier of îSS8, the writer had great f)leasure in
visiting Sir John L c'sestate at H.îrpenden in Hertfordshire, Dr.
Gilbert very kindly acting as escort and explaining the niany experimients
then in progrcss. Thle grand old inanor of Rothansted, wvhich has
been in the Lawes fainily since 16c3, was built in the fifteenthi Century,
or as Mr. \Varingto3 rernarks, hefore Columbus discovered Arnerica.
Assisted by a younig chemist of the naine of I)ohson, Sir (then Mr.)
Johin Lawes began experinlentingr in IS37 on3 the effect of soluble phios-

phate. Althoughi these trials were only carried on in pots, the results
were so gratifying that iMr. Lawes took out a patent for maniufictt'iring,
superphosphate froni minerai phosphate and sulphuric acid. This marks
the beginning of the manufacture of this fertîlizer, an industry 110w

growvn to such gigantie proportions and of such great benefit to agri-
culture. In 1843 he wvas joined by Dr. Gilbert, a former pupil of Liebig,
as chemist. For over haif a century these two (Sir John hiniseif being


