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or decayed romains of other plants; while othiers like 3fonotropa ujiora.
obtain part of thieir food froni living plants."

In la alfour's Olass Book of Botany, 3rd Ed., p. 848, the ofily stit«
muent I End is "Monotropace-S; parasitic plants . . . chiefly found
parasitic on firs in Europe, Asia and W~orth America."

. Saclis, translated by Bennett and Dyer, 187ô5, p. 620: "lParasites
draw the produets of assimilation directly from their hosts, while sapro-
phytes (as ... Monotropa, many fungi, &'c.) inake use for the
sanie pur-pose of the niaterials of othier plants whlri are a]ready in a
state of deconi position."

To add to the uncertainty it lias been ascserted that a conriection
bas been, observed between the iiionotropa and its supposed host. If
SO, that setties the ruatter. But as I arn aware of only two cases in

wbih tisis llged xay wve not, witlxold our a.ssernt ntit mo e obser-
vaio" ave beeni nade. It. is possible the observers miay have -been

inistakien, and anv one wbio examines thie root of ?èfonotrop)a ztz/fora
-%vil] Endic it is nov at all like a l)arasitic root. This is only p)restriiiltiye
evidence; apart froni this I have carefully looked for the connection
bet-ween thie nionotropa and thre root of some other Plant upon wvhiclr it
zuight be fitstened, but I have been unable to trace tire colnection.
Perhaps the appearance of the plant bas; raisled some observers, a color-
less plant being cominonly regarded as a parasite. Tihis is an assump-
tion. *Monotropa is apparently witbout a particle of chiorophyli in its
composition, and therefore lias been assrcmed to be incapable of living
and growing by rnaking use of any food that, lias not been elaborated
and prepared by a ineairs of chiorophyli.

*The analogy Of tire action of the gerni in seeds, utilizing starchi, oil,
&c., contained in the seed for Lire growthi and developnreit of the very
young plant, wvould give sorne eicura,,enieiit to the contention thiat
our morrctropa, viay be able to use the organie miatter of decaying
heaves, &c., in its growth and developinent. Tire analogy niay be, set
over agntinst tire a!.siimption; but if it caii be shown tirat our plant can
grow and develop when only such inraterial is supplied, thre assumption

shuuld be abandoned as untenable.' 'J.he foilowing happenedw~itlrnea:
A miass of soul and rnpnotropa was put in a glass vessel, watered and
set aside to await a convenient time for the exainination of the roots,


