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to *have been ariginally broughit from China, and a curious
legend rcspecting it, flot gcnerally knawn may prove of intercst.
It is as follows -

Centuries before thc Christian era, great calarnities befeli
tuie Chinese Empire, and the prime minister wvas threatened by
the Emp2ror with the loss of bis head unless he devised a means
of avcrtingythe wrath of the gods. Asserting that it had been
revealed to him ini a drcam ta mnake a sacrifice of mcii, women
and fruits in a far off island îvhcre the gods made their abode,
a vessel wvas placed at his disposai in wvhich wvcre collectcd I0a
of the strongest voung mcn and fairest maidens, togrether withi
the flnest fruits. Amongst the stores wvas the «« Pak-hap " which
translated ineans the IlLily af the ico fields." It was cstcemed
a sweet and dainty morsel, and an especial delicacy. The vessel
sailed away, and this wvas the last the Emperor heard of bis prime
ininister, wvho, howcver, when once an the voyage intirnated ta
youths and maidens that instead of being sacrificed thcy wvouId
inhabit and populate the beautiful island he knewv af, anc af the
islands of Japan. They w~illingIy agreed ta this, and in due
course of events, by reason of the change of soul the IlBak-hap "
gradually assu mcd greater height and strength and a more
luxuriant bloom. As it improvcd in beauty it became lcss useful
as an article of food, and as strong taste had developed for
refinement and art in the ncw colony, its use as an article of food
wvas abandoned. Hundreds of years rollcd an and thc island
became a land of floriculture. The I'Bak-hap " grew steadily in
beauty and was finally cxportcd to Europe as a ncw garden
flower, until an A merican naticing, its spiendour secured some af
bulbs, and being interested in the Bermudas introduccd it there
îvhere it seems ta have made its home.


