
lic in tte " Ragged Schoor- Union
Magazine.Ž' But the idea did flot com-
mend itself to others, and, to Rob Roy's
disappointment, "flot one solitary
word came hack of cheer or encourage-
ment." Lord Sbaftesbury, however,
heard of the scbeme, and encouraged
them to persevere. The rest of the
story is best given inRo ),swi
wordsRoRosow

"Five boys were ready, and on
M1arch 31, 1851, in their red jersey
uniforms they began tlieir wvork. 1
'vatcbed one, and was very anxious to
see whether anybody would empiîuv
him ; afid glad indeed was 1 to observe
a good hones;t Engli*shman approaclb
the littie fellowv and place bis great boot
on the top of bis box. Th'e boy touch-
ed bis cap and set to work...
soon tbe other boot wvas flnisbied, the
man paid bis penny. .Xnotber and an-
otber, came, paid and 'vent, and our
red jackets tbat day obtained a footing
in Londbn.

éTbeir numbers rapidly increased,
and tbeir gains auring the Exbibition
of 1851 amounted to +oo. Tbey as-
senibled every morning in the Society'.
rooms, near Cbaring Cross, for prayers
before going to tbeir work. lIt ivas ar-
ranged that the earnings of tbe boys
were to be brougbt in and divided, so
that a portion sbould bf> deý,oted to
their daily necessities and a part put
into tbe savings bank to start temi in
sorne trade, or belp tbem in the Colon-
ies, lIn this way many tbousand lads
'vere started in life 'vithout coming on
the cbarity of tbe public Tbe great
majority of them bave doue well and
many of tbem bave risen to important
posts and positions of trust. And now
what bas the work grown to? The
Sboe black Brigade has become a
national institution. No less than six
tbousand twvo bundred boys bave been
trained and started in honcst callings,
and their earnings as shoeblacks in the
course of years have amounted to the
amazing sum of seventy-five thousand
eight bundred pounds. The present
income of shoeblacks in, London is
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stated at X,ooo a mýonth. W~e yen-
ture to ask, bas any Socialist orator or
Agnostic riend of bumanity been alte
to bring to the poor of London so
splendid a benefit? las any one of
tbem tbougbt of a plan for *ransferring
£75,oou from the pockets of tbe rich
and thus providing for tbe wvants ot
ibe pour wvithout in the sligb test degree
diminishing tbeir self-respect ? Vet
tbis was donc by those tbree young
lawyers going fortb on1 the old evange-
lical lines, for, says Rob Roy, - Froni
the first tbe project began %vith prayer."
-. 'fon'rea/ Winess.

EPISTOLARY SCISSORINGS.

If Friends were more zealous---f tbey
would put awiay tbeir pride and tbe fear
of being accounted singular, and would
meet together in the simplïcity and
solemnity of bearts and minds desiring
to know of the dear Fatber wbat be
wvould have tbem do, 1 believe tliey
%vonld flot only find their own spiritual
strength renewed and growing vigorous,
but many an bonest enquirer wuuld be
added to their number.

Because the principles and testi-
monies for ivbicb tbe forefathers of
tbe Society suffered so mucb per
secution are fast being acknowlttdged
by those wbo %vere once tbeir enemies,
is no reason wby we sbould grow
lukewarrn and féel tbat our mîýsion is
about accomplisbed. But we should
be united, and earnestly stand to-
gether in the liberty and freedom
wvbich the truth gives, letting the
light-by whicb wve profess to walk-
shine, to the enligblteniment and comfort
of ail (, ver wbom we may wield an in-
fluence.

Our semi-annual meetings are to tbe
churcli here, 'vbat balf-yearly meetings
are to you. AIl go to bave a teast, and
to dlaimi the promise that " Wbere twvo
or tbree are gathered togetber in His
name," Christ is there, living and work-
ing in their hearts, just the same as in


