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NATURAL ITISTORY.
BIRDE,

Of all the classes of the animated creation,
there isno one more calculated at once to
afford pleasure and excite astonishment than
that which consists of the feathered tribes,
That a living creature, often of gicat magui-
ude, should be able to traverse rapidly and
oremain buoyant inso thin a medium as
the atu. sphere, is alone suflicient to excite
wonder. VYhen we come to examine the
means by which this is effected, we shall
find 2bundant reason to admire the wisdom
uf the Creator, in so perfectly adapting each
part to easwer its intended purpose, The
feathers are_furnished with glands to secrete
u oily matter, that they may not absorb
wet; the bones are exceedingly hght, yet
strong ; the muscles which belong to the
wings aro of such magnitude that they con-
stitute not less than one-sixth of the bLody ;
2ir vessels eve extended, through the whole
frame, to prevent the respiration from being
stopped by the rapidity of flight ; the sight
ispiercing, and the eyes are defended from
injury by a membraoe, whichcan be dropped
overthem at will : aud the shape of the bird
isthat which. is the most properfor moving
rapidly, with the least possible sesistance
through the regions of the air,

According to the Linnean system, the
Land Biwds ave divided into four classes;
the Rapacious Birds (accipitres) ; the Pies
(Eiem); the Passerine Birds (passeres); and
the Gallinaceous Birds (gallina): thé Wateg
Birds consist of two classes, the Y aders
(grallze) ; and the Swimmers (anseres).
Of the Rapacisus Bird, the Lillsare looked,
and there is an ongular projectica aa the
zgpermandible; of the Pies, they are sharp

ged, compressed on the sides, und convex
on the. upper surfoce 5 of the Passerine
Birds, conical and sharp pointed; of the
Galliauceous Birds, the upper maudible is
cousiderably arched ; the: YWaders have a

roundish bill, and a fleshy tangue; and of
the Swiwmers, the bills are taoad at the
top, and covered with 8 membranaceous shia,

—— rodmempan:

compal ma to fathom that sea of appetity which £ now
felt rushing through my frame—to ask me to a:we
into futurity, and b.come the prophet of pies and
preservea '—My heart died within mie at the -
Inhty of a reply.

BIOGRAPHICAL CURIOSITY.

It is asserted that the greatest charaeters
the world has knowu, have arisen from oh-
scure origin. 1he following list in proof of
this assertion, might be greatly eularged,
and particularly those who have been, or
uow are, eminent in the United States.
Demosthenes was the son of a forgeman;
Virail of 2 buker; Horace of a freedman ;
Theophrasius of an old clothes man s Ros-
seau, the poct, of a shoemaker 3 Rollm, the
historian, of a catler; Massiilon of a tanner;
Jzmes Cook of a very indigent peasant;
Shakspeare of very poor parents; Benjamin
Frauklin of a tailow chandler, and fumself
a printer; James Monroe was the son of a
brick-maker; Rittenhouse was a goldsmith.
Bere is encouragement for young men of

genius. Through the means of industry,

perseverance and good habuts, every abstacle
to the road of cverlasting. fame has ofien
been surmounted : if a young man of talents
rvesclves to be eminent, and pursues the
requisite course, he will become emnent,

MY CRISTMAS DINNER.
CUNTINUED.

I dozed ond dreamod away the hours till day
break. Sometimes I fancied mysclf seated in a
roaring circle, rousting chestnats at a blazing log ; at
others, that I bad falien 1nto the Serpen ine, whilv
skating, aod that the ilamaue Sociely were piling
upon me a Pelion, or rather Vesuvius of blankets, §
awoke a little refreshed.  Alas ! it was the twenty-
fiftb of’ the month—~it was Cluiistmas.day ! Lt the
readery af ho possesses the imagination of Milton,
conceive my scusations.

1 swallowed an atom of dry toast—nothing could
calm the fever of my soul.  I'stirred the fircand read
Zimmerman alternately. Even reason, the lust
remedy one has recourse to in such cases, came at
lengthi to my relicf : 1 nrgued myself into a philosophic
fit. ~ But, unluckily, just s the ILethean tide within
Mo Was at its height, iy Jandlady brake in upon my
letharay, and chased away by a singlo word all the
Intlo_sprites and pleasurcc that swere acting as my
physicians, and prescr.bing balm for my wounds,
She pud me the usual compluncnts, 2ad then—
“ Do you dine at homo to-day, Sir2** cbruptly en-
quired she. IJere twas a question. No Spanish
inquisitor over inflicted such complete dismay m so
short a sentence.  ad sho given mo a Sphynx to
expound, a Gorgian tangle to untwist: had she sct e
a lesson in_alzebra, or asked mu the way to Brob-
dignag 3 had she desired o to show hier'the North
Pole, or the meaning of a melodrama ,—any or all of
these I might havo accomplished.  But to request me
to defino my dinner—to 1nquire jnto its Jatitgde—to

A

" Sho had repeated the question beforo 1 could collect
ny seases aroand me.  “Ihen for tho first time, it
occured to we, that in tho eveat of my haking no
engagement abroad my landiady meant to invilo me.!

*There will atleastbo the two daughiers,” 1
whispered to myself’, ¢‘aud ofter alls Lucy datthowa
is a charming girl, and touches the harp d'wmelf.
She has a very small pretty hand, 1 recollect ; only
ber fingers are so puuctured by the needle~—pud §
rather think she bites her nails. “No, [ will not even
nowzive up my hope. It was yestezdny batn straw
~—~to-duty it is Dut tho thistle-down ; but I will cling
1o it to the fust moment.  ‘Fhere ace stil four hours
left 5 they will not dino 1ill six, One despernte
strugale and the pen} is pest 5 Jet wo not be seduced
by this Jast golden apple, cnd 1 may yet win the
rare.”  "Ihesteuggle was mode : +¢ 1 should notdme
at home.”> 1 his was the only phrase icft me: for L
could not say that 1 should dine out.> Alas,
that an oveat should be at the same sime so doubtful
and so desicable, 1 only begged that if any letter
arrived, it might be bronght to mie nnmediately.

The last plank, thalast splater, had now given way
beneath me. 1 was Goating about wi b so hopo bat
thecliance of something knpossible.  ‘Lhoy had «lefe
me alone,™ not with my glory, bat with an appetite
that resenbled un avaluncke seeking whem it may
devour. I had passed one dmnerless day, and the
half of another ; yet the piomised Jand was as far
from »ight as cver. ¥ recounted the chances I bad
missed. The dinners } might have cnjoyed, passed
inu dioramic view before my sycs. Mr. Phiggins
and his six clerks—the Clapham bccf-culc(s——tho
charm of Upper Brook street- -my preity cousing and
the pantomine weter the stock-brokes, whosg stories
one forgets, end tho elderly lady who forgets her
storics—they all marclied by me, a procession offap-
paritions. Fven my landlady’s invitation, though
unborn, was not forgotten 1 swmnusg up DY sacTi-
fices. And for what 2

Four o’clock, hope was perfectly ndiculous 1 had
been walkiog upon the hair bridge over n galf, and.
could not get into Elysium after all, Ihad been
catching moon-beams, and running afler notes of
music.  Despair was only convemicunt refuge ; no
chance romained unless sometluey shoald drop from
the clouds.

In this last particular ¥ was not disappointed 3 for
on looking up I pereeived a heavy shower of snow!.
Yctf was obliged to ventore forth 3 for being sap~
posed to dine out, I could not of cyurse romoin at
home. Where to go 1 knew not 3 I was like my
first father—*¢ the world was all before me.”” I flung
my cloak around me, and hurried forth with the feel-
ings of 2 bandit longing for a stiletto. At the foot of
the stairs, I stopeered against two or threo smiling
rascals, priding themeelves upon therr punctuality.
They had just arrived to make the tour of Tarkey.
How I hated them ! AsI rushed by the parlor, 2
smgle glance disclosed to me a blazing firo, with
Lucy and several jovely creatures in o semi-gircle.
Fancy, too, gave me a glmpse of a spring of n.sletos
-!-)-l Ennishcd from the house, Lke a'spectro at day-

reak.

How loog T wandered about is oubtfal, At last
bappencd to Jook through a kitchen window, with an



