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r Iii the meantimie Curdzon and Hardy chatted pleasantly until
tlîey began to thinlz it about timie to depart.

* ''Cc.ne Curdzon" said his companion "Let's risk thc stormi.
Hlere, niy boy, have îatother drink, if wve meet the rain, wve tîay
as wcll be wvet inside as outside, eh?"

"Ves I s'pose'sSQ" replied Curdzon iliîîg()ly accepting the
proffered gwlass. Feelingr fully refreshed, the men nîuflled up, re-
turned ti their horses, and without- further delay, set out once
more upon their journey.

About fifteen miles of the road stretclied before tliem, and iii

view of the tbreatening clolùds that frowvned froni above, their
drive promised to, bié under rather unpleasant conditions. How-
ever, the prospect of a shower, by no rneans darnpened the drivers'
spirits,which bad been greatly enlivened by frequent application of
tie cheering glass. On the road Curdzon becarne unusually talk-
ative. Hardy lield bis oivii in the conversation wvhicli drifted fromi

r topic to topic. A slighit raiiî beg-,an to faîl, but flot a wvhit did it
interfère wvith Utic travellers' mirth. Coai-se jokes and spicy
stories wvere iii turn recoutited and uproariously enjoyed. Soon

531;their flashes of wvit begaii to be followed by flashes of lighitening,
~vhlether nretriined laughiter wvas miocked by tlue rumblings of

the distant thunder. The storni speedily increased iii its ferocity.
The clouds flaslhed streaks and sheets of vivid fire. Tlue thunders
clashied like tlîe meeting of.superniatural hiosts contendingy iii frighit-
fuI battle. Curdzon's cheerfulness quicly sbsided. He feil inito
a contemiplative nuood. "Say Hardy" lie suddenly questioned
after breaking from a prolonged silence "ld'ye believe in gliosts?"

Ghosts! " exciamecl Hardy, with diffictilty suppressing a
smlile ; "nobody lias better reason to believe iii tlîem-." And
licrewith, to tlîe discoinfiture of bis impatient listener, lie began to
recount a biair-raisin- adventure of personal experience. The
darkness and lonesomne appearence of the road gave bis
story a realistic coloring. With glowvingý languag,,e lie de-
scribed the incidents of his narrative ; how throiqghI curio-
sity, and a desire to, niake a showving of bravery, lie and a coin-

* . panion liad entered wvhat 'vas reported to be a haunted lîouse
how tbey bad wvaited quietly for that hour usually appointed for
ghios->tly apparitions ;how thecir Ianterns Nvere rnysterious1y


