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MDastor and People.

THE MASIER AND THE CHISEL,

*Tis the Master who holds the chisel;
He knows just where

Its edpe should be driven sharpe 8,
To fashion there

The semblance that Heis carving ;
Nor will He let

QOne delicate stroke too many
Q¢ few be set

On, forehead, or check, where only
He sees howall

Is tending—and where the hardest
The blow should fall

Which crumbies away whatever
Superfluous line

\Would hinder His haod from making
The work divine.

With tools of Thy choosing, Master,
\Ve pray Thee, then,

Strike just as Thou wilt ; as often,
And where, and when

The vehement stroke is needed.
I will not mind,

If onl, 7ny chippiog chic.
Shall leave behind

Such marks of Thy wondrous working
Aad loving skill,

Clear catven, on aspect, stature,
And face, as will,

When discipline’s ends e over,
Have all sufficed

To mold me into the likeness
Aud form of Christ.

—Margaret J. Prestons, in the Advance.
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ATTRACTIVE POWER OF TRUTH.

BY REV. JOSRPH HAMILTON.

It Christ is to draw all men to Himself,
as He says He will, there must be certain
qualities ia Him by which we are to be
drawn. Itis not done by chance, but by a
law of spiritual adaptation. What are those
qualities in  Him by which we are
won and drawa to Him? I would
say just now that one cf those quali-
ties is truth. And we koow that truth
is a wonderfully attractive power. Men
hupger for tzuth; it is the very food of the
soul, We can sec how men are always
drawn to the person who discovers truth in
any domain. We can see how Newton
drew, and still holds, the homage of man-
kind, by his discovery of the law of gravita-
.tion. We can see how Kepler attracted the
whole intellectual world when he unfolded
the law of the plauetary motlons. When
Kepler found that sublime secret, in his
amazement and reverence he said he felt
that he was thinking God’s thoughts after
Him. And so indeed he was. It was God’s
truth—God’s own thought in Kepler that
drew the homage of the world. Inoour own
day we see how eagerly the world follows
Edison., And why does the world follow
him with so much cuariosity and admiration ?
Simply because he is laying bare from time
to time the hidden forces of electricity. It
is God’s troth, thus unfolded and applied,
that holds men. Lately we saw how Stanley
became the great centre of attraction. How
was it that he riveted c¢n himself the atten-
tion of the world? Simply because ke laid
bare the heart of the dark continent. He
has revealed the truth about Africa, and
that is the secret of his attraction. Lately,
too, Columbus came to the front, after being
nearly forgotten for four hundred years.
After that lapse of time he became the in.
spiring idea in the greatest national cele-
bration that this world has seen. How was
it that the obscure fanatic of Genoa became
such an attractive force after fuur centuries?
1t was because he discovered this new world.
He unfolded the truth about the western half
of this globe, and that Is the secret of his
attraction, Inevery domain of enquiry he
wbo discovers truth is Inspired. by one of
God's thoughts; and when that is intelli
gently exbibited, it commands attention.,

Now Christ is himself the very truth,in
llving, embodied form. He attracts by this
intrinslc power. Heis not a series of ab-
stract proposivons, but the divine truth
itself, transmuted into a living person.
When we see him we are attracted: He
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satisfies the Intellect as well as the heart.
Reason as well as faith finds rest in Him.
Belng the very Truth—the ideal Truth—the
divive Truth—and all that is embodied in a
living person—He has in Himself the
supreme attractive force that answers to the
Inteliectual side of our nature, He has
other attractive qualities that appeal to the
aesthetic and emotional sides of our natute.
But just now we are noticiog how He satis.
fies our intellectual wants. He appeases
the soul's hunger for truth, In ao intellect.
ual sense He is the bread of'life. The world
Is intellectually hungry, and is crylng—con-
sclously or unconsciously—**Lord, ever-
mote glve us this bread.” Awvwd as in the
days of His flesh He drew that multitude
after Him to be fed, so He is drawing now
multitudes of hungry souls that they may
eat of “the living bread that came down
from heaven.,” Ouly thus will the world’s
intellectual hunger be satisfied. * He
satisfieth the longing soul,and filleth the
hungry soul with goodaess.”
Mimico.

THE SUMMONS 70 A NEW
GRUSADE.

The priaciple is now accepted that the
prophets of the Old Testament were the In-
spired teachers and preachers of their own
age. They might or they might not refer to
the future, but their primary and pressing
message concerned their own present. They
discerned the signs of the times, seeing with
God's eyes the actual condition of the people
and what that involved of danger or hope, of
deliverance or doom, Using this priociple
of interpretation, tboughtiul readers are able
to decide, with some measure of assurance,
when gnd in what circumstances anonymous
books or sections of books were written.
The Old Testament thus represents to them
with ever increasing enlargement of vision a
varied literature and national life, instead of
the merely single book that it was to their
old point of view.

Are there teachers and preachers in our
day who have a right to speak with the old
prophetic authority, and annocunce to us
what is our great sin, our great danger, and
our great duty? Surely, if we are living
under the dispensation of the Spirit, with
the full shining of the Sun of Righteousness
in our heavens, we may expect, at any rate,
as much light, though it'may ve given to us
in different forms as they enjoyed who lHved
under the pale light of stars, The Lord
Jesus declared that the sin of the Pharisees
was that they did oot discern the signs of
the times. They were unable to see in him
their long expected Messiab. Though he
was among them, doing for years the works
that no one else had ever done, they clamor-
ed for a sign from heaven. *“Why do ye
not understand my speech ?”* he exclaims,
despairingly. He indicates that it was their
duty—much more thea is it our duty—to
read the will of God in events, and to recog-
nize his presence in our own day. Through
the indwelliog in us of hls Spirit we may in-
dubitably hear his speecd and understand
his will. The highest coosciousaess of a
Christian nation, with its normal expression
in a free press and free pulpit, should
therefore.take the place of the old prophets.

Centurles ago, in what we are pleased to
call the * Dark Ages,” an obscore monk—
Peter the Hermit—summoned Christendom
to arms for the recovery of the holy places
where Jesus had been born and crucified.
The response proved that if there was then
a lack of light in the Christian world there
was no lack of heat, Some, indeed, have
regarded the Crusades as a waste of eftort.
They forget that the wuste would have been
greater if the hosts that swarmed to the
East bad remained at home to fight against
each other, as had tuen their wont; and
that by their unlon and valor they saved
Europe from the dreadful fate of subjection
to the Cresceat. We can now see that the
object for whick they fought was a paltry
prize, unworthy of their heroism. The
Christ is not confined to Nazareth, Bzthle-

bem or Jerusalem. IHe is as truly in our
hamlets and cities as he cver was iu
Palestine. But can we not see that there is
an object worthy of our sacrifice, and that to
it we are called?

We know that the temple of God is not
made with hands ; that every believing man
and womap, every innocent boy and girl, is
bis temple. We know, too, that whosoever
defileth the temple of the Holy Ghost, him
will God destroy ; destroy not by bolts from
heaven, but by the instrumentality of his
laws and of those servants of his who are
willing to do his pleasure. Now, is it not
clear that the nameless atrocities which have
been perpetrated on his “little cnes" for
more than fifteen mooths, in the felds, the
mountain passes, the cities and the churches
of Armenia, summon us to a new Crusade?
We have read from credible witnesses of un-
utterable horrors that we believed could
never again pollute the soil of the earth.
Not merely the systematic pillage, rapine
and murder of an ancient Christlan people,
but the abductlon by wholesale of their
bereaved women for harems, and thelr beys
for 1slamism, the slow torture of leaders im-
prisoned by law, and the rape ot helpless
little girls by brutal savages. Chrlstian na-
tions have looked on at the spectacle, calm-
ly speculating whbat political gains they
might possibly make out of it all. Two pa-
tlons, above all others, were morally bounad
to interfere, aod what have they dobe?
They have subscribed a great many dollars
to buy food for the starving remnants, to
give them another start in hfe, that Is, to
put them in circumstances where the Kurds
and Turks will consider them worth plunder-
ing again. Thatis all. Euglaod had form-
erly posed as a friend of Armenia, but when
she thought of acting, Russia declared that
she would consider interference an *‘un-
friepdly* act. Russia was backed by’
France and Germany, for they were all con-
vinced that the motives of England were
commercial rather than philanthropic. The
United States, too, had formerly professed
profound sympatby for the Armenians.
Missionaries by the score had gone to them,
and sought to revive their ancient faith,
through education, the press, the preaching
of the gospel, and all the means of quicken-
ing the dead given to us. The Armenians
listened. Their ancient faith revived. They
became men. Not only were thousands
renewed, but the whole pation felt the in-
spiration of new life,. How much better had
they been left alone! What right bave we
to bring children into the world if we intead
to abandon them to wolves? The reawak:
ened feelings of manhood and womanhood,
of Christian faith and bope, made the poor
Armenians capable of feeling paogs to
which in thelr former condition they would
have been strangers. Their new tastes be-
came their greatest torments, If, in the
sight of God, we are responsible not only for
what we do, but for what we refuse to do,
then in His sight Britain aod the Usited
States are as respousible for the long con-
tinued agc ~ of the Armenians as is the
Turkisb government. Are we not more re-
sponsible + The Sultan’s religion bids him
put ** unbelieving dogs " to thesword. Why
do they refuse circumcision and the Koran ?
He bas acted up to what he calls his re-
ligion. Have we acted up to ours?

It may be asked, Could we iaterfere with
reasonable bope of success? Britaln alone
could not. The United States alone could
not. The two powers acting unitedly could
do anything, for they would represent, in
such a case, not only the moral forces of
bumanity, but also absolutely irresistible
material force. They bave at their com-
mand numbers and science, discipline, in-
telligence and untold wealth. Their navies
could strike the Turkish Empire at a dozen
points, arouse Arabia to separate, take pos-
session of seaports, levy customs, and main-.
tain order by their marines or an armed
police, till abundaat security was glven for
the protection of Christians in Armenia aud
everywhere else for all time to come. No
other power would venture to check them,
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for no sinister motive could be imputed,
new hope would dawn on the world, o,
henceforth the inaliepable rights of g,
would be sacred.

It has been sald that the first gua §y,
would be the signal {or the massacre of
by the eoraged Mohammedans. Thy
preposterous. They would know thay,
meant for them irretrlevable ruln.  Buteyy
at the worst, massacre would be beweny,
the mercy which has hitherto been shoy,
Itis extremely doubtful, however, whey,
it would be necessary to strlke a blow, T,
concert of the two powers would bring er
the frighful creature who hides in the Yyg
Palace to his senses. Ia fact, it could
shown to him that their union was the by
puarantee possible for the inteprhy o)y
Empire, on the sole condition that he cesyy
to be a monster. Neither natloo crave,
siogle Inch of his territory.

What hinders? Not thut elther ity
thinks war sinful. Both have eopapd g
sinful wars in the past, and they are sully
too ready for war. If the Armenians by
been codfish in the Atlantic or seals jo gy
Pacific, there would have been abundiy
talk of war in their behalf loog before (g,
Did not the cry for war all hut drown i
carols of last Christmas, though nothinge,
involved but the disputed boundary line iy
fever breeding region somewhere io N»
Man’s-Land in South America? Surelyt,
time has come for the two natlons who g
of one blood, one heart and one conscieccy,
to agree not merely that they shall hereay
arbitrate their quarrels, but that they shy
act together, even unto war, where moy
interests of such magnitude are at suh
that we cannot ignore them without disgrac.
ing and brutalizing ourselves, and makiyy
our professions of Christianity the occasizg
for jeers and scoffs on the part of unbelis
ers. While all citizens share in the life and.
therefore in the weal or woe of the natios, 2’
peculiar respousibility rests uponself.goverz.
Ing commonwealths. Each citizen in the
is not only a subject, but a sovereign. Eih
of us therefore is directly responsibie fu-
national action.

Every great preacher and prophet bhas:
passionate enthusiasm for the establishmen
of the kingdom of God upon earth, Ti
glorious ideal which floated before the visicg
of the old prophets, which they never aba-
doned in the darkest days, for which Jesss
died and the Church sioce has feehly
struggled, is now almost withip our reach.
As we take up the crusade to which it
signs of the times summons us, we may wtl
be hopeful. Notwithstanding the evilsol
our own couatry, and the shoricomings o
our commen Christian civilization, which
bring the blush to our cheeks wheneverwe:
are forced to reflect upon them ; notwitt
standing the awful barbarities recentlyper- .
petrated with sanction of law in Russiz, 0
China and in Armenia, it is still true thatas
compared with former times we are livig
in millennial days, or at least that we are 0

their threshold, It is our duty to hastenthe
coming of the kingdom of God. It is easf
to cry, “*Am 1 my brother's keeper? ' bat
it is not for us to take up the cry of Lan,
when the shrieks and walils of tortured acd
despairing thousauds and tens of thousands
whom we have taught to call us brother,
are in our ears night and day.—George ¥
Grant, D.D., LLD., s The Luthear
Observer.

JOHN SELDON.

In the Temple Church, Londan, is tobt
found the monument of the eradite Jobs
Selden, whom Milton called *fthe chielof
learned mew reputed in this land.” Hisdy-
ing words, quoted by Archbishop Usheri
this Church, are worth remembering: “1,
have surveyed most of the learning thatls.
among the sons of men ; but 1 cannot recol
lectany passage out of all my baoks aod
papers, whereon I may rest my soul, save-
this from the sacred scriptares, ¢‘The grate -
of God that bringeth salvation hath appear-
ed to all men, teachlog us that depyloguo-.
godliness and worldly lusts, we should livt
soberly, righteously and godly in the presest ;]
world, looking for that blessed hope and
the glorious appearing of the great Ged , o
Saviour, Jesus Christ,’” .




