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SOMIE ENTRIRS TRA T STAND> A (;001)

CHANCE.

lIV ENOXONIAN.

As ive naîiced ast wveek, the 19omi/dti, Revienc,' las a
Biue Manday cohamn, in whicli thîcre ks a cottîpetition gaing
on for a prize for thteliest andi for tue Tteanest parishtioner.
Wt gave a few of thtetîntries ast wîehi, and auhl two or tbret
more naw. If any afiaur reauders think they can beait the
specimiens described.titey shoiud senti their entries tu the

R 'îwat once. In aur judgnieit the best eîîary for Best
1'arishioner so fat nmade bas been sent trami Ontario. lPassibiy
we couid beat in tht ather uine ton.

Front tiîne imimemorial the îneanest things have been dont
about marriage tees. \Vhere ks tht rarson ai twenty Vears'
standing wvho bas not a string of instances shnwing how tht
happy mani taileti in the mitter af tht marriage tee. Here is a
gooti ane. Referring ta the Meanest Parithioner, the writer
says :

1 have fontaiin. lie canme ta mue tu. ie intrrieti ; said lus girl
was motiest, wisltnt ta sîtun 1ît>icity. anti wauhît like ta corne witb
a few warmi personai frientis aind li mantient ai iy bouse. hty wifc
.and 1 threw apen the palotirs anti turneit on ail tie gas, antd madie
everytbing -as toveily as possible. Tue creniany aven, ahe paty, wbo
biai driven in cartiages in the inost stylishi way, te eniereni their
hachis andi neparteti, tht Il beAt iman " having a scaleti envelolie in
itty banni, which, wben openeti. <iseosecl a chtque oit ane ohfot
eading banks for $zo. WVe were, oif cuurse, vety happy ; but 001 50

a day or twoafaterward, witn, presenting the cheqirc, we learneti
abat it ivas ut'crhy wotihhcss, as otgenreous friennh bad tat then andi
never liai] bai a centt ai money in the tank. We af course swah-
îowed out iignation anti saut nting ; but abat niglit about naine
o'clock thet-iest man " carne to coquine abu the contents ai the
etivelnipe ie bani su innocentiy banheni us, saying abat tapon a similar
cheque. liai hîawn %ilion a1 iffurenit hank, where the groom had tîeer
madie a dtîposii or ownîed a cent, lietbath advanced the mooey andi paiti
for the cardiages and al the other exitenses ofithe weddiaag. The
brie was a tieautiful antI accunaiLlîshet gi. By santit inativertence
she icarruet ai the bogus ciques, anti was su avcnwbelrnet witlî
mortificatiomn thaittie groom was farceth ta corne anti itahe a pitiful
apohogy, andi promise ta redeema the chicque ; botup ta titis ime tue
liarson oniy battis a promise as wnrthhess as ticeoriginal chequte, andi
ni ast accounts thj Ilbest aman ", was stil out for the carniages.
Sonrenden the cate anti senatI an your prize.

This enîry shouid stand a gond chance, but we have heard
af cases in Canada that would run it very bard. There was a
maphe sugar case in Western Ontario in which tht sugar
neyer came. Perhaps tht bride tound cul that ahI tht sugar
they couid make was needeti ta sweeten ber busband, There
is a case in which the bridegroom asked tht boan of tht ittit
ft eaiter il was paid, andi forgeotat return t. There bas ahways
been a number of "set you again " cases. Latehy a deiight-
fui change in the wording cf Iis tee, and tht vanishing
benedict wispers: Wiil see you later on." Later orn is
moire tonty.

That brother witb a chequt that wouhdn't draw anything
out ofithe banik was in a bati way, but he did net loe anytbing
excepl fas lime. Tht brother who makes tht next entry had
te work fer nothing, board hinîseli andi draw tapon bis capi.
tal :-

Tht witer, iben paston of a country Cbnirch, was caleti ta go a
nutaler of nmies out offtbis parish ta marry one of bis parishionîns.
ltireti a borse: anti catrnage andi spent ail day anti receiveti five
dollars.

The aflair was censidereti "grand." Gis af $5oo and $1.000
in chiques anti au abondance of gol anti silvet ware attesatid tht
vzathboahthe parties.

Aiter tht ceremony the usoal marriage ccri iicate was gvena. Tht
couple were flot satisfied. andt hey wert inlornit that whenever
tbty prcureti anoîher andi mrt aaisfactory certificate it would be
filleti out, but ibat a more cnîsthy certificate than that given tht
paarest parishioner cauldta net lc furnisheti, for tht pastor Iteateti ahi
alike.

In a short tinethie btîdegrooni came wîth ont af ihuse cheap
48gilt-tdged " affairs, and t lvas fillet i at.

tic tIb saiti: IlGive nme $a.so for tht cetihlcate. I boughn it
anti paiti that amant. Tht ie dollars wtrt then hanihcd ta him
wth thtvrmank :II"ltre as the whoie tee. WVt willhbave na trou-
bie." lie rcccivcd it anti offereti tht change, but aittr alliut it in
bis pocket andl weni home satistie(ti Onedaiys work, boise andI car.
tiage hure, une certificate anti a photograpb.

Is tbat nutan enough ?
That is a gond entry, and twill bt bard Io beal. Stihh we
have heard cf cases in Canada that wouhch match il fairly
weii. Canadian competitors should tnot be discourageti in
ativance. We îhink we knaw the namne ai ane Canadian
persan who bas a fighling chance.

Ont of tht campetîtars is tairhy certain ta win tht red nib-
bon for tht mtanest eider. Here is the entry :

INrROI)ucTetcY.-I tank charge ai four congregations ai a salary
af $00c. 1 waS campehicti ta purchase a horse for $12S and ai
$îocwreh, ihus ieaving $75, with such petqoîsites as martiages anti
donations nigbt bing, ta support nîyseif, wite anti chilti.

OccASION.-I bail icîveti probabhy two rnonîhs, whtn an chier
af one o! tht cengrecatians came ta horow the young ati high-
spiritti borse. Very euctanthy bbthe rse was loancdt tai on con-
ditioncf being caretuhhy bandieti. As aterwatî ascerbaineti, thteider
re-loaneti tht animailba son cf bis, wha teck dm ta arace-couirse
anti gave haim a thrtee.nic lheai. The hanse, overbeatei, tachecohd,
and àa sadien inflammation of the hinngs set an, frntm which he dlied in
tht clder's stable.

MZAzNNuss. -The eider neyer en apoingiti, much essa aléet
a renuanration, anti sceeut ta tbinl, that Providence bai thus or-

enci ii, ta keep hais ninister mare humble anti dependent.
CUMXAX OF NMANea?.uNs.-Thceide'à siîhscription for my sup-

poart ivas $ta. andi wben hi was askitt by tht deacens ta pay it, be
actuaihy handed in a bill ai $ta for dactoring tht minister's horst
that diedt, a bortowed horst, in bais stable. Againsi ail rernonstran-
ces he îîtrsisled, anti thas paid fis subscuîption. Ht was, however, se
inagn:xnimoîis as flot te ChanRe snything for burying tue horst.
Canada would be bopeiessly beaten 'in that competition. We
have ne such eldzr. Wc r.îake ne entry, Give that fellow
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the rcd ribbon at onct and then depose him framt tht eider-
ship.

In the contest between denominations for tht mieanest man,
we think the Baptasts wouid win witb tht toliowing entry ;

In the Ftee llaptist Church at I3leot.t N.lIl., was an old man.
lie was worth ncatiy $ioo,ooo. Just belore his deati, a chiid came
ta tiuy sornie eggs. [lie went ta the tbarn for theni. Tok pay fur
îwelve, when tiire were liaI eleven, andi when a friend wlio saw
him caunit theii, pratested, hie saîi, IIIKeep still.'" When the mther
of the cbitd îried tu use theni, she round a part ofîheni nest eggs and
rutten. She sent the chilil tack wîth theni, and ieu said, I have no
noney," tiiotigl i b sale stuail in the bouse weih fiuicd This is a fait

specinien ar bis life. 1lic said that he hati not liait a new vest for
thifty.five ytais.

There mutst have been sarteenîistake about that aid aman's ii
miersian. Perhaps it was not toan enough. He shid have
been anciioreti out in tht river for a week or twa until hie got
softened.

The toiiowing entry wili remnd many a miaister of ex.
periences lie had when hie cxpected snnîebody was gaing ta
do samnething very generauis, but cidn't:

A man who was a meniher of anothier nenorination olten caileti
on a neighbouiing B..*1.tist minister, expressing bis great satiiactian
in said minister's sermons andI services. One day, afîe thus freeing
bis mind, he said : I b ave ofter. intendeti ta beli yo." As the
gentleman was vcry weli-ta.do, the minister thought sornetiîing sub.
stantial was forthcoining. But lie went on ta say : IINow there is
a pond af waler in ont af the ficids back oaf ry Ianm, and any fiime
yau vvisb tu baptîze there you can do su, andi it wont cost yuu a cent,
ither."

The Review dots weli in publishîng these specamens aifrneaiv
ness. A fcw teiing, concrete cas * s knock mcanness far
barder than coltitmos of abstract dentinciation ai tht sin.
Few peaple reac tht ceiumins, but everybody iooks at tbest
entrats, and, we hope, tries ta bt very unlie theni. In a
week or two we may gave soue specimens tram thtehiest
1'arashioner hst. WVe coold easiy match any that have yet
appeared by Canadians.

D)IS TRIR UTION OF PROBA TIONVERS.

There are tbree thinps that shaulti be steadiy kept in view
by ail cancerned.

i. That the Head cf tht Church taises up, qualifies and
appoints His ministers aver tht various parts of His Churcb.
Ht holds tht seven stars in His right hand.

2. Under Him, tht Church trains up and educates men for
tht wark of the minisîry, and, aller licensing them, sen.'s thtmn
farth among ber vacant congregatiens to preacb the Gospel.

3. Under Him aise each vacant congregation may invite
cnt ta be their pastor wbo bas se united ils menubers by bis
preaching the Gaspel and by bis Christian deportment that
tbey are ready te receive himi as their minister from tht
Lord.

Te carry out tht abave in an orderly manner, tht follewing
regulations are recommtnded, partiy seiected front tht In.
terim Act, tht report of tht Home Mission Commattee, tht
suppiemenîary by tht special cemmittet and partly adopted
front the regulations cf tht U. P. in Scotiand that have been
in force for over a quarter of a century tri tht entire satisfac-
tien of that Churcb.

.- THE COMM IVTEE OF DISTRIBIUTION.
i. There shaîl be a committetet three members appointed

by tht Gvrnerah Assembly whose duty it shahl be la keep a
correct list cf ail probationers, including licentiatts and main-
isters wihout charge, and aiso a correct flst cf ail the vacant
congregatians as they may eccur.

2. It shail be tht duty et this commnittet ta dstribute tht
prebatiane-s amang tht vacances-giving ais equitable a das.
tribution as possible quarterly, or when vacancies otcur dur-
ing the quarter-giving theni the supplies they nced.

3. This committeet might aise be used as a nmediuni cf pro.
curing supplies fer ministers' pulpiîs when required.

U.- ACANClES.
4. Ai vacancies shahl receive their reguiar suppiy tram tht

distribution committet.
5. They may, however, have the liberty af providing thtir

own suppiy, but aiways through thteIresbytery, on faur
Sabbaths each quarter, or they may appiy for a hearing cf two
prabationers daring tht quarter ensuing, andtifi consistent with
equity cf distribution sbould get ihem:

6. Each vacancy sha,1l pay a minimum ci $Io for a day's
supply, or more in proportion te tht usual stipenti paid by the
congregatian, tagetherwitb board for one week, if required, and
if there he more than one preaching place shall provade a
conveyance.

7. E-ich vacancy reported as requiring suppiy for a given
nuraber of Sabbaths shali be hetti responsibie for tht ernpioy-
nient ai tht probatitiners sent them for these Sabbaths.

S. Students shall not be empioyed te fli tht pulpits cf
vacant congregationsc except in cases of special emergency.

1l.-l'ROATIONERS.
P.Irabaioners shaîl receive their appaîntments te vacant

congregatians quarîerly trom tht Distribution Committee.
to. Thuse reported by Presbytery as newhy licenseti by

themi may remain oin tht rail six years, and mînîsters wthout
charge thret years, if flot oîherwist removed, witbout any
periodîcal application te the comnu"itee.

i i. The General Assembiy shahi appoint annuaiiy a smai
commîtîce on compiaints front congregations, probationers or
Presbytery or distribution committe.

12. Adept Ne. 4 lnterim Act giving notice of acceptance
of a cati, etc.

13. Açiopt No. 5, cbaaaging,"ont month"îe <'l'wo weeks," the

(FI3I1UARtY îoth, 1892.

last clause reading Iland shali subnîit to the Presbytery a re.
port in the form of a schedule filcd up, prepared by the dis.
trict conimittee containing the items stated i No. S."

14- No. 6 adopt, the probationer tailing tu füifil, etc.- refer
ail such cases to the Camimittee on Complaints.

15. The 1rsbytety shalt report to the distribution coru
mîttee (1) ail vacancies within their bounds, describing their
condition, etc., as in No. 2 lnterimi Act, and shall obtain for
thern full or partial supply, (2) shail report ait congregations
as they get settied, and (3) thcy shail alsa report ail studentb
liccnsed by them and reconinended ta be piaced an thelIîst of
probationers.

16. No Presbytery shahl give appointments to a vacant
congregation to any probationer who is flot an the list af the
distribution cornrnttee, except in very speciai crcumstances,
or in accardance with regulation 5 as above.

17, 18, 19 adopted from addîtionai regulations proposed by
Mr. Torrance, and rnarked 15, 16, 17.

:!o. l'le 1resbytery Clerk shail be the medium oflconimu-
nicatian between 1resbytery, probacianers, the vacant congre-
gatians and the distribution committer.

21. The General Assembiy shall efforce the staactest
attention of ail parties concerned ta the above regulatians.

A. A. DRUMMtOND,
Ctn7aier of Comihife.

Z'kS7TJAIONAL TO REI'. 7. le. 1 CDOUGAL4,
M4.A., FLORENCE.

1 lateiy received (rani the lirother above nanied a paii
phict containing an accouint of a surPrise festival in hib lion-
aur, transtated l rom the Italian l'y the Rev. H. Piggot, of the
Italian Wesieyan ?%ethodist Church, Ramie. A very fine
likeness of bîiî who is the principal figure in it adoris the
title-page. The substance of tbe account, necessarily in a
very much condensed form, wiIi, 1 îhink, be acceptable ta
niany af the readers of TillC,~AADA RESBiYTEaîAN. hBut
before gîvîrag it 1 must say a word or two b-' way af prelace.

During the past tbirty-four vears Mr. Macdougal hbas
been a niinister af the Free Church of Scotiand in Itaiy,
Since aS7o he bas added ta bis labours as such those af trea.
surer and fareign secretary af the Evangelical Churcb of
Italy, torvnerly the Frec Italian Church. His present -con.
nection wîth the latter was formed in the fallowing way:. in
1870 that Church, 11reconstituted under new forms and an
new ecciesiastical lines, felt at once the need of a man who,
under Gad, should be over it, as father, friend, counsellor
and belper. It prayed God ta pravidu t with sucb a man. In
the General Assembly of the.saine vear Gavazzi exciaimed:
'Tbe man exists ; he is Mr. Macdougalli 1 '"Tbere and tben
it appointed him ta tbe offices already mentioned. IlTo bum
more thari ta any other man is due, under God, ils present
bigh position on the field of Italian evangelizatian' As Sig.
Blorgia, of Milan, the chairman of the festival, said:. Il He de.
prives himself of the sweets of domnestîc lufe, shuts himseif up
in bis study, writes, prints, publishes reports and circulare,
keeps up an --normous correspondence bath with aur own
labourers and witb friends innumerable ai] the world over.",
"lTwo o'cloclc cf night bas struck :-four, the dawn breaks,
and the sun cornes ta greet him vet in bis study. He has tnat
seen bis bcd nor closed an eye ; a mountaîn cf letters is lyung
on bis table, attestîng the labours of the nigbt." Il But ta miy
tale."

How cauld tbe Evangelical Church af Italy but deligbt tb
honour Mr. Macdougali ?. Accordingly, ils Committce ci
Evangelization, on january 12, iS9l, decided ta make him, as
an expression o! tht gratitude ofthte v.bhole Church ta him, a
present in tht tarm of an banarary inscription an parcbmnr
and oi an album containing addresses from al the Charchpi
of the Mission and photographs of ail the labourers. On the
25th cf May toltowing, the presentatian taok plaç.e in the
cburch of the Florentine c0-gregatian in the Via dei Benci
This church once formedl part cf the Convent of St. James;
and is new, together with other adioining maoinsof the oli
convent, tht praperty cf the Evangelacal Church ot Italy. 1:
was tht first acquisition whicn what was then kcnown as ta
Free Church cf Itaiy nmade, and il was so, thtough the exer.
lions of Mr. Macdougal. Il0f trîends, though ail publiait
had been avoided. there was a goodly array. Many morm
especiaiiy cf ministerial colleagues ot other Charches, woull
bave been present but for an unlucky mistake, t1hratagI
which severai invitations were deiivered too late, and aiso 1
the care taken by the committe ta keep the whole demo-
stration secret fromt the belaved friend in wbose honour
was designed." IlVtb sc:ccessfuil secrecy had tht cammittet
conducted its operations that flot oniy te himseit, but nlot tv
ta bis wite and daughter, had there nozed ceut the slightcu

intimation of the conspicuous part assigned ta bimself in t1
proceedings of tht evening."

Tht gift was officialiy presented by Sig. Fera, secretary
tht Evangelization Committee ofthte Church. "The prepir
ation et the gi!t had been entrusted te the Rev. S. Bernait
of Venice, with tht sole instruction that it was te, be ma~
artistically worthv of thteoccasion. And, by the admission
ail, most admirab'y bas he executed bis mandate. Thtini
marial as in the crnate Gothic style o! tht fourteeraîh century
There is in Venice, i tht famous Church cft ht Miracl1s
picture ot St. Jerome in bis study. "'The chair in whiýîch
is there seated is marvellous for the beauty of its symmetti
ines and for ils rich imitation cf velvet tint and texture. S

Bernatto, who had aiready prodtaceçh in tht wcrkshops of h
institution a copy ô( the chair in wood, that bac! sold for


