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soon - wiped out. It has baen retolved to eréct a
pew aud commodious Court Houss, a central site bav-
Ing been selected, which will afford excellent scope
for gond architectural effects, and there Is every rea
son to belleve that in due time municipal buildings
worthy of the city will be erectsd.  The City Couacil
presided over by the first mayos, William Lyon Mac-
keosle, wera content with humbler surroundings thap
would ba acceptable to the civic magnates of to-
day.

When the city was in its infancy, steam power was
lonked on by many as a marvellous thing. It hadin.
deed bren applied to navigation, but many of its
present uses were then undreamt of. Toronto has
always been onterprising in the matter of newspapers,
but Francis Hicks and the editor of the Colontal Ad-
vocale were countent with the primative printing
presses then in use, From the printing office sacked
by the mob in 1826 to ths haadsome and well equip-
ped edifices of the leading Toropto journals of the
present, the progress has been ascounding. The old
modes of Jacomation, afforded the only means of land
conveyance to the cit-zens of fifty years ago, andinter-
mittent mall service, at costly rates between import-
ant points, and occasional posts to remote places,
were the only methods by which correspondence
could bs maiatained. Now a net-work of rallways
aflord easy facilities to theinhabitants of the Domirion,
and a postal service of great maguoitude has attained
a satisfactory degree of regularity and rellabillty,
while for urgent despatch the telegraph Is increas.
ingly utilized, and between most import=at polais e
mediate conversation can be held by telaphoue.

The wretched ways of muddy Little York have
been mended, not too soon, and mary miles of cedar-
paved streets form the roadways of Tosonto. Woe
betide the belated wayfarer in the “good old days”
who had to grope his way along the dark strects be.
fore tke inventions of Siemens, Brush, and Edison
were thought of ; now incandescent carbon takes the
place of oil, and throws the brilliancy of gas into the.
sere and ye low leaf. It is scarceiy conceivable that
the citizens of Toronto, after an experience of electric
lighting will b content with gas-lit streets.

Now that the celebrations are over and the people
have had time to reflect on the various scenes that
have passed before their gazo duriog last week, it may
be asked if the displays realized the expectations pre-
viously formed. It must be admitted that the various
committees bad no easy task before them, and it is
but just to say that the premoters of the celebration
have been equal to the occasion, Mr. W. B, McMur-.
rich has deveted a great amount of time, energy, and
thought to make the affair a success, for which ke and
all associated with hita deserve credit for the results
achieved. The opeaing was auspicious. The proces-
sion of the civic dignitaries and municipal officers ac-
companied by numerous bands of music, ang the em-
blematic representations with which it closed was
imposing, and was grati ying to the vast crowds by
which it was witnessed. The tasteful decorations of
the engines, hose-reels, and waggons of the firemen
were particularily admired. The: ind the policemen
showed that the city pussesses a fine body of pro-
tectors. In the evening the illuminated procession of
the firemen delighted a great throng of spectators.

‘Tuesday was also a great day. The military parade
and review, at which a number of regiments from
other cities assisted, gave great satisfaction to the
numberswhocame from all parts tose€ Canada's Volun-
teer defenders. It was estimated that about twenty
thousand people assembledin Q 1e2a’s Park to witness
the military evolutions which formed the chief features
of the day’s atiractions. Unfortunately many in the
vast crowd had no chance of observing the man.
cevres, the ground being too level for those at 2 dis.
tance to see what was takisg place. The pyrotechnic
display at the Horticultural Gardens in the evening
gave great satisfaction to all who beheld it. -

On Wednesday the indastrial interests were repre-
saated.  There was considerabls variety in the
parace. Itranged from fauciful and allegorical re-
presentation to the realistic display of the most come
mon-place wares, When the first century of civic ex-
istence is completed, if processions survive so long,
it may be open to surmise whether there will be any
lack of good taste in similar displays. Our good
neighbour, the Chrsfinan Suardian, tell into line with
the press on which it was first printed ; for obvious
reasons the press of lo-day was not placed.on the
gamn waggon ’

Thursday was devoted tothe United Emplire Loyal-
{sts who listened to appropriat;and eloquent speeches
aad cholce music in the earlier past of the day, and
attended the Licut Governor'’s reception in the sfcer-
noon. The evenlngs of W:dnesday and Thursday
afforded rare eajoyment to those who arefond of good
music and the number of such is steadily increasing,
thanks to tha societies under whose suspices the con-
certs of Wedanesday and Thursday eveoings were
heid. The Choral Society, underthe direction of Mr.
Edward Fisher, gave & fino rendering of * The Crea-
tlon,” and the Philarmonic, with Professor Torsing.
ton {or maestro, repraduced Gunod's ** Redemption ”
with fine effect. Both performances were very higbly
appreciated, What was looked forward to as a great
attraction was an acquatic procession on the bay with
fireworks and otber {llumination terminatiog in a
mimic naval fight, but somehow this did not come up
to expectation. From unexplained causesthe proces-
sion trled to form, but never started. The iiluminated
craft moved about at will over the rippling waters
while people on board the flotilla set off a number of
fireworks, all bearing a close family resemblance to
each other. Later on a vigorous fire of variegated pro-
jectiles was opened on the forts improvised for the oc-
casion, which they returned in a spasmodic and eratic
fashion, I{all battles were as harmless as these on
Toronto bay, war would not be the dread reality it ls.

| But there Is no use of findiog fault. The affair ispast,

and our criticism wil! ba forgotien hefoie the next
semi-centennial celebration,

‘The rain threw a damper on Friday's parade. The
various national and benevolent socisties turned out
in great force and splendour, Many of them, with
praisworthy petsoverance, tried to parade ; the hardy
Sons of Scotland, to the inspiring strains of the bag-
pipes, the doughty Sons of Albion, and the Hiberni-
ans, in resplendent national decorations; but the
rain was too much for them ; they had at last to give
fn. A procession under umbrellas lacks artistic com-
pleteness. These orders bad a better opportunity on
Saturday when they made a fine display.

Nect the least interesting was the last of the Semi-
Centennizl celebrations, when many of the future citi-
zens, now attending the Public School, marched with
lightsome hearts in a procession of which, inafter years
they will have pleasant recollectiong and many a good
story to tell. The first parade on Munday suggested
reminiscenses of the past ; the closing procession of
Saturday points to the future, it is full of hope. The
greatness of Toronto is assured ; in material pros-
perity it is bound to advance. Not in' that direc-
tion only, we may bs assured. May the moral and
spiritual power of the Queen City keep pace with its
temporal prosperity !

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION STEAMER.

At the Foreign Mission meeting in connection with
the General Aesembly, the Rev. H.A. Robertson, of
Eromanga, stated that for the more effective prosecu-
tion of the work in the Naw Hebrides a steamer was
required. During the evening several contributions
were made; the following have since been received :—
Mzr. Alex. Boyd, Trronto, $io; Mrs. Jas. Simpson,
‘Toronto, $5; Miss Statk, Toronto, $5; Friends in
Trenton, $13 ; Agincourt congregation, $9 ; Rev. J.S.
McKay, B.C,, $5 ; Miss Annie Smith, Pembroke St.,
‘Toronto, $10 ; Mrs, Hilloch, Toronto, $10; Mrs. S.
H. Blake, $20; The young ladles of Miss Haight's
school, $10; Miss Apnic Laing, Dandas, $4; Miss
Cassells, Toronto, $1 ; Rev, Robert Wallace, Toronto,
$3; Mr. L. G, Camphell and Mzrs, Esson, Toronto,
$5; Mr. L. S, St. James' Square Presbyterian
Church, $10; Kuoox Church, Toronto, 3145.40; Rew.
Mr., Henry and wife, Creemore, $5; Mr. McD1l), jr,,
Creemore, $5; Jos. Mitchell, Dunedin, $2; Mr.
Dickson (Methodist), $2.

THYRE arc ingenious agnostics. One who objects
to living in the Christian era proposes the introduction
ofanecwcalendar, Hosuggeststhe® Year of Science,”
or Y Anno Scentiz” He advocates the change, be-
cause, as he says, ¢ without the implied divinity of
Christ a Christian date would have no meaning;
hence, any man who -uses a Christiap date does ac-
knowledge the divinity of Christ, whether he says he
belisves Christ was divine or not.” The reason, says
the Philadelphag Presbyteriasn, is not a bad ene, but
the proposition itself is simply a small bit of inf.
ddkyo ~ =
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THE PuLPIT TRRASURY. {(New York* E B. Treat.)
—~The general approval with which this decidedly
evangelical publication has been received, must be very
gratifying to many In these days of loose theology
aud sensational sermonizing. The present number,
in point of excellenco and variety, is in advance of
any that has yet appeared. It has beenamalgamated
with \he Southerss Pulpif, giviog it a, wider range, A
magaificent array ot contributors is acaounced in
this issue. The portrait of Ds. Moses D, Hoge, and
a viow of his church In Richmond, Va,, adorn the
present number,

RIGHT TO THE POINT, (Boston . D, Lothrap &
Co.).— This is a volume «f selections from the writ.
ings of Thesdore L. Cuyler, D.D,, made by Mary
.Storrs Haynes, with an introduction by Rev. New-
man Hall, LL.R Theodore Cuyler is one of the
most prolific weiters of the day. His pen ges no rest.
Few men who write as much as he does covld keep
up the interest which his writings always cvoues.
He possesses the rare gift, in addition to a singularly
pure and pellucid style, of reaching the hearts o! his
readers on a great variety of subjects. The selections
in this neat little volume, one of the Spare Minute
Series, are short, varied, interesting and instructive.

THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY, (New York, Funk &

Wagoells.)—Devoted to Homiletics, Biblical Liter-
ature, discussion of living issues and applied Christi-
anity, the Homletic Monthly continues to bs a most
attractive and useful publication to all engaged in tbs
work of the ministry. The present number is a
specially good one. The Homiletic department con-
tains a variety of suggestive outlines by eminent
divines, while the other departments are replate with
most interesting acticles on important and timely
topics. The eternity of punishment and evolution
are ably discussed. There is besides a large amount
of useful information and valuable hints, which minis-
ters will find to be profitable,

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.

The following circular has just been 1ssued. We
trust that in every congregation and msston station
the collection will be made on the Sabbath nxmed,
and that the contributions will oe hiberal .

Sabbath the zoth of July is the day appointed by
the General Assembly for the annuzal collection on behalf
of the French Evangelization scheme of the Church.

We send you by this mail a copy of the annual report of
the tim' ts presented to the General Assembly last
month.

In addition to ministering to the French Canadian Pro-
testants now counnected with our Church and supplywng Gos-
pel ordinances to the sparsely setued Eophish-speaking Pres-
byterians ia the Province of Quebec, heamed in onevery
side by Roman Catholics, the Board desite to expand theis
aggressive work, by planting additional mission schools in
dustricts where there are openings for such, and by largely
increasiog the number of teachers and colporteuts. Since
the meeting of the General Assembly, application bas been
received from two new districts for the appointment of mis-
sionaries,

A careful estimate has been made of the expenditure
the current year, showing that the sum of $35,000 will be
required to carry on the wotk aith efiqiency, wnis. @ $27,-
500 for the ordinary work, and $7 500 for the Pointe-aux-
Trembles schools, It will jbe observed that upwards
of $6,000 were received Isst year from Great Biitain and
Ireland. As the Board bave no agent there at present,
largely increased contributions will be necessary from the
congregations of the Church and the {tiends of the mission
generally in Canada.

Please bring the claims of the scheme before your congre-
g;ion on the two Sabbaths preceding the day named for

collection, and urge liberal contributions on its behalf,

Will you kindly present the claims of the Pointe-auxe
Trembles 3chools to the teachers and scholars of your Sab.
bath gchool. The Board are most desirous that these mis-
sion Insututes should be entirely supposted by the young of
the Church, With the f{ullest confidence we commend
them to the sympathy and liberality of all Sabbath schools
and Bible Classes, believing tkat no scheme can be pre-
tented to them more deserving ot countenance and of help,
A copy of the report has been addreesed, in your care, to
the superintendeat of your Sabbath scheol. Please sce
thet he receives it

Additional copies of the annual report, as well ay sub.
ecription lists for collectors, may be obtained on application
to the secretary.

Solicitiog your hearty co-operation in the furtherance of
*he work and in seeuring liberal coatributions for its prose
cation. Yours faithfully,

D. H. MacVicar, D,D., LL.D., Ckairmas,
Ros1. H.\VARDEN, Sacretary- Treasurer.
Moxtreal, 30t4 Fune, 188¢.

P. 5. —Stndents and others in charge of Mission ficlds,
snd the elders in vacant congregations. will kindly oblige
by seeing that the collection 18 made a# all Lhe stations on
the Sabbath named, and the amounts forwarded to the
tressurer, addressed ¢ Rev. R, H. Warden, 198 St. James
Street, Monireal,



