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%VILJ. the Hamilton suhucraber who sent us 52 for
TUEi CANADx PRnuii iitkaAt ori the 14 th Fcbruary,
klmIIy faveuar us with bis namne an order abat hc mna;
recelvo proper credit.

uA CuN6ibANi'ê R"iAz.,Q" asks whether accordimg
te the rules ci the Cburcb, adbercnts arc permitted
ta vote on the organ qutitton. The ruies do mlot ab-
solutoly Iorbld the voting of adherents In matters
of congregatlor.el Intercst the vote Is taken accordirg
ta the use and wont of the congregation. In soa
cases thie vote on the uîroprlety af using an orgmn ta
confined to those in full communion, ln cots, nin-
beirs and adherants are permiated ta vota.

Ati Incident occurred the otber evcflifg in Toronto
which shows that if mainasters are to take part. in public
discussions lt as an immense adivanaage to tbeni te pay
taxes like othcr citazens. At ameeting heldtodiscus
the question of separating the hqaaor train the grocory
tradl, the agent of the hiquor uaaerest instnuiaied that
the Rev. Air. AMcLeod pald no taxes and bad ne vote.
Mr. McLeod promptly ar.swered, «1I pay -167 baes a
year: hop inuch do you pay V' The agent bad te
admit that ho paid only an inccrne tax. It was werti
$67 ta get an tbat criasher jaisa dte. Thetfact is if
minuzt=r arm going ta trinogie i the texuperance fray
and do gond woik, they m'ust bc able te amswer as Mr.
McLtod dld. The best speech ever mmade is Ilable te
bc ruh.ed il somnehody razn get up nt the dlose and say
IlTha m=n who speaks oe much about thetuacreair o,
taxation causrd by the L.quoi uaffic pays ne taxcis
lhimsa]Lu __________

EccLESIAsTicAL statlstics are flot the only figures
that tell sarange steries. The report cf t Edu-
cational Departinent of Ontarlojust published, suggests
morne problems; fot easlly answered. For example,
the total number ai children in Catario of school age,
five ta sixteen, iitý * 4, vas Si i,6o3, philo in 1 882 la
vas o111Y 483,817, Or 27,786 las-. Why should te
bc a falling off i eigbt years of cearly 28,o00 chlldren i
la the population o' Ontario decrcasing, or, as tht old
countryeleraent dies oua,are famnilles bccoanlng smaller?
If the Meort indicated tht parts of Ontarie whert tht
principal falling off bas talien place, this last question
mnigha bc onswered. Coniparlng 1882 vritla a point
further back, we final abat the number cf chlldren of
choal age at prescrnt -o Ontario Is actually 5,8e! less

than the nurober ln 1871. That is ta say, abere are
nearly .ooo fewer schoal children ln Ontario now than
there vas twelve years aga' Thora figures are doubtless
correct, and because correct, very puzuling. Those
twha talce a' ptcial interest in such questions mnay find
soa inter ;sting probleins ln these figures.

VxRt'a young men who frequent lavP courts are eftem
heard flippantly dedauing abat "people wilI swear
anytling." Vouths vho work in offices where off--
davias arm often made, niake the saine rmnark. Oluer
and moto exprinced mon are flot unlrequently heard
saying tbat peujury l "aaumingly canimonY Good
men (car abat t o'itb bas Iast Its solerrnlty ln the
estimation, et many. Now what arc the facts The

other day Mr. Blake stated ln bis place la the Houst
af Ceaimons abat ln bis% experfence dellberata perjury
là an exceedingly rare thing Ina tbis country. WVho
bas had more expeince plith wianesses than Mr.
BlaIke? Mir. Weidon, tht leader ai tht St. jobu bai
said flint bis expetience pas sîimilir ta Mr. Ilake's.
A 1ev ycars ago t thon Chiet Justice of Onailo
sharply reproved a mtmber cf tbe bar for flippantîy
rernarklng that perjury là a commoa crime: andl added
that a long carer at tht bar ard sca vice feir quarter
ai a century on the bench had convis ced hlm abat
there Io very little pcvîuty la Canada. Swtepling
genemal statements arm Olten miade by slilly, gahby
people about athet crimes and sina as wal! as about
pe4rury. The charge abat tht majority of tht people
can ho beuglât at elections la just as great a stander
as %bat " people vii svear anytbing4M The persans
who anako these foaie accsations amuaily drav an
their ava conscleusness plier se doing. They know
how Il, as wiah thoniselves.

S;t'raosiNG the Apostît of Sveetnoss and Ll't
had tiade la qullo cilou lsst week that niajorities, arc
nearly always hopelessly wrong, the question would
naturalîn conie up -"lWcU, what ame you goiv& te do
about it Pl H ow vout 1 ahing% go If the mlnarlty
ruled ? Prcbahly Mr. Arnold la too much of a phil-
osopher te consider sucb amail inatters, as the app 1.
çation of bis doctrine ta every day lite, but Quhniary
mortals musa asic such hornly questions as IlHow
coulal we gea on under mlnarity rule?» Supposing
ane candidate at an electian had six hundred votes
andl tht other had the vote cf ths only philosopher ln
the consaitueucy, boy wouid la do te say tht candi.
date vho had tht ont voe vas elected ? No dauba
hoe wauld like the arrangement but the six bundred
migba abject andl make trouble. There vas a good
deal cf trrubit catasea ln Scatiana once by settllng
minîsters over congregations when the ràajority dial
not waut dhem. Supposing there shouîd ho a vote cf
ton te one against the whiskey-selliag grocets next
week would lt "I ake for tightousness"l te szy the
ininority musa have dhiu ovo way. Supposing Mr.
Arnold should carry an Englisb consalauency by a
majority cf a hundred te ane would ho apply bis own
theory. An application cf dhe doctrine te any ques-
tion shows las utter absurdity Sal! thc doctrine,
absurd as it la, mnay brlng comfort ait firmes, When a
man la tharoughly beaten hi any appa te tht people
ho can always faIl b -'Ja on tht comforting tact abat ho
belongs ta the Il aving renant!" We hope tht
whiskcy-sellbng grocers may find thoniselves anieng
the 'lsavlng reniflant " next pack, and tht tarera-
keepers cf Oxford ccunty ln tht saine place a fev
vecks farther on.

EDf/CA TiON IN ONVT.4R10.

BP LUE bocks art; not usually ranked ln the dlans of

ho duli readang. Thcre are howvere xceptions. Tht
Report et dt Minister o! Lducation contains a mass
o! mosa uselul liormation, recording as it dots frtra
year ta ycar tht yack accemplished by an important
body ci ma and womon vho are bard worked and
but îadifferently paid mor dis important services they
tender te dis communiay.

Qwing te die keenness o! poutacal party sttife dis
educaaaonal affairs cf the counary have more or Jeus
been anjured by unumlyw wagling ovorwhat ahould
bc a subject exempt item mor partatan, contention.
lu varicus quarters the cry as raisedi tbat the Depart-
mena cf Educatien should ho independent cf tbs rase
anal faU ai political parles Se it should ; hut no
srleme yet prapouadeal hv, succeced ln showing
bow tdi could ho effectod. Dr. Ryorson, vho did s0
mnuch te perirct tht educattonal sysaema of ontarie,
agiaatcd unad ho succez-ded an dt establishment af a
mantsary of ecucation, the hcad cf dt educational in-
terests of tht Proviàuce baving a cabinet portfolio.
Ccnsiderlng ii serious dlsarivantages connected vlth
-=1-dcparamentre=ctIy thc chamgeoilectedin maniage-
aiena cannet fairly ho sald te baave failed. More than
tbat, It caa bc shown abat saibstantial, progress bas heca
mrade ln many directions under the present systein.
To abandon the plan of baving a minister of educa-
tien, weuld bo a needless vacilation. A more =frlous
objtction, hoiwever, la tous.d L. t!i.' tact dhat as long as
the State la bound ta prc'.ddn oducation, la la bound te
centrol tht systen' of education. Ia la dedidedly pro-
ferable ta have the h=ai of the Dcparment dlrwaty

responsiblo ta the Leglslature and the people thon an
officia! appointed in any other way cotald be. The
Indlrectricas of central over a chiet and a bod ot
counicillors would give opportuoity for abuses Impoli-
miblo under prescrit arrangcnientm. There la noe vi.
dence, bowarer, that tht peopleoof Ont ario. generally,
desire a change ln the direction propt;cd by thase
who have supposed polideal ends ta 3erve.

Theie general tbougiats bava bhun suggestcd by the
ap peatance ot the Rep'art of tho MinIsier et Educaalon

fo 883. The saLi afMiction occasioning the wlth.
drawal of the late n lter là fiesta lin the recollection
«. most roadems A gentlem ci much paanAiad ex-
parience and great ablity bas been called upon tdis-
cha-ge the daties of &ho ediacation office. Front bis
dlear, piracticAl g' o'. sense, business ability anad pet-
menai acquaintac xi with tht educational interesasr of
tht country, tht:. i4 every reason ta expcct abat effi-
dient and .atistactory work will resula rIm the rccent
appointment.

The total amount cxpended ln connectien pilla the
public schools of Ontario during tht year 1882 wu5
53,o26 974, belng an Increase ci Siaajea over abat et
tht proviens year. Tht suta bere mentioned Indudtes
tht salaries cf teachers, school furnishings, sites nmd
building, roui and tepaits of ichool-houses.

Tht total a-ecelpts for tht sait ycar, tncluding tht
legistative und nunicipa! grants, surplus distribution,
etc., vas $3,469,99ci, shawing an Increas ai 5210,761
cvr the total reccipts of 1881.

Tht scboal population, between the ages of five and
sixteen, pas 483,817, decrease 4917 ithe nuniber
actuafly ln attendante pas 457,178. a decreas of
2,648 , the total attendance Including thosa under and
abave tht spoclfied ages vas 471,512, a decrease of
4,756.

These figures ln comparison vrla those of the pre-
vlaus year, show an incroase cf Incarne and expendi.
ture, and a marked decrease ln the sehool population
and atndance. This last mnay readily bc accounted
for by tht Large migration te the North-West ln 1882,
and the depression fait by cctuin Industries necessi-
aang parents ta place their chlldren wbere they can
cara scmethlng. This would satin te bc borne outby
the tact abat the number of boys atten ding school lu
z882 was decreased by 4,695, whls thc decr=us ln
tht number of girls was only 6:. Tht diminution ln
the nuniher of chlldren attendlng public schools is
only tcmporary A lauge increas may bc confidently
expected.

Another interestie-g item respecting the attendance
at school la the percentageo f average attendance as
conipared wlth thet otal nurnberattending scbooi, which
la for rural districts forty.ahree per cent. ; cîties, fifty-
elght per cent. ;, towns, fiftyhite per cent ; Province,
forty-fiire per cent There are manytopicsof interest
in the report before us, ta whlch rtelrance wll bc

made tu another tine.

WORKJNGMEN AUID TH1E CRURCI!.

AN evening contemporary bas called zttention te the

attention, that a numnber cf working-men in Toronto
have caail te attend plâces cf worchlp. Thest are
net viclous nor do dieèy sympathze wlth anti. Christian
theorles ostentatlously avowed by sanie Tbey arm
weil ailected towards Charistian trutb and church-golng
habits. XVbat ls truc af Tarante la aise truc af other
cities and larger tovais. In proscrit circumstances
unhapply ibis acknowledged enU bas a ttadcucy to
inctease.

A Il Workdng-man "~ who, speaklng fur hi=ieif and
for bis dlass, isys .

As -% worklng.anan, and knowing the position of snank of
th'r dlas ta whicb I belong, I have no hesitation in saling
thia niany à nman with a large family cannot aMford ta go ta
c.hîuit, eiprcxil La th=s bard urnes, tui site: patig bis
hcuschold expenes and Gis - up bis &;lidren Corchurch
and Sabbatb achoal, it leaves ilm on Sunday with an enipty
pocket.
Wboa a mn utruggUng widi adveriity and wlth littie
hope of botter circurastances, beccaies cyalt.-I and
ays bitter ahlngs, it la neither wise nor klnd ta rat=r
talling for ralling, but then wo find facts stated ln a
(ainé and spirit %e exceptionally good as diat dlsplayed
by the correspondent wbo moto the ahane, bis viewa
ax= entltled te the cauxteous and thoughtful canzid.
tien cf every caxadld mlnd.

Onlpatena farbion ::akes lascif fait in cvery
spber ai human actlvity ln tht Christiana Cburcb. It
vas ln the sposties' days. Ia vas conspicuous ln the

120


