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TEACHING TEMPERANCE IN THE
PUBLIC SCHOOL.

Y W, 0. QAUNXCE, A. B.

»
[Itead befure the Educational Institute, June 20th.)

I 1ako it for grunted, that when the Committee
axkod mo to speak on tho subject numied, viz . “Tue
Tenchiog of Temperanco fn the Publ'e #:hicol,” it
wasnot intendea that I should py tho Iusti-
tute in an almless discussion of tho evils of intem.
peraace, or of tho virtues of tempeganco or total
abstinence.

Momentous us the question of tewaperanco Is to
you personally, to you professionally, {t is moro
Important as intended bere, affecting as it does the
welfare of the children—the future state.

vbilo the importance of the gencral phase might
Justity it, while the personal habitsof hero and
theroa teacler might demand t, T shall not thus
occupy thetime. Wo might divide in opinion on
somo phascs of thls, tAe question of the latter part
of the 19th century, whelber considered soclally or
polltically; but I trust we shall not be divi‘ed in
the view I purpose taking this evening.

Atthe outset, then, I stand lhere asa cltizenaud
not ass member of noy tempernnce body. MMy

bject {3 independent of the temperance cause as
such. It is not tho discussion of moderate drinking
ve. total clstlnence, nor of high ra. low liceuse, nor
legal cs. moral suasion. Itis inno way thus in-
volved. With your permission I shall state what 1

ider the truo meaning of iny subject viewed in
the light of the oaward march of the idea and
province of the public scico). It fs this”

** Resolved, That it is tho duty of the State to
ask the Public School to tesch” the children en
trusted to it the nature and cffects of alcohol upon
the human Leing.”

That is the question. Not the discussion of
theory, not a war with social custom, simply u
matterof state fldelity to itself. Tt is the duty not
of the scliool to tho state, but of the state 10 the
school sud then to ftself. The school exists for the
state, and should be used Ly the state for its
strength and honor.

Tlo state says the public school shall teach its
children to resd and write, not alone Lecause of the
pleasures thus opened up to the child, bul Lecause
of tho safety thus provided tho state. The state is
consulting s own comfort and stabiity. One
child unabloto read or write, a hundred such in
fact, would not trouble its conscience, a nation of
such, bowever, would tax lts gosernment and bring
it dishozor.

Procceding on the theory that intelligent citizens
arc better for a state than the ignorant, New Bruns®
wick ycars ago wrotc a school law, the vital princl-
ple of which is a recognltfon of the state’s duty to
the child and ftself. .

Its own Interest. and vot the citizen's comfort is
what the statc considers when thc law-breaker is
punished or the fncorrigible put in chalns. The
tendency amoang thie best nations of to-dsy isto edu-
cate the masses, the source and supply of gevera.
ments.  Tho precedent of tho American Republic
¢t & century ago in thix respect is Leing followed
{n a degreo by Conservative Eaciand, where recent

cvents proclaim the democracy

In a state liko Canads, where practically uni
venal suffrage exists, the inassés makeand unmake
governments, and thus in cffect govern the coun-
try Tho strength of « couutry, therefore, must in
time be measured by tho fatelligence and virtue of
tho common poople. The schools are for the
people, and year Uy year thetcaching of the schools
appear In the people, and therefore it becomes ap-
parcnt that what we would have in the cltizen
we must tcach fo the schools I speak here §n
geveral terme,

It wo would Lave a layal poople. loyalty must
bo taught, i & Lealthy poople, tho laws of health
must be unfolded. Without tcaching forms of
worship or doctrines or belicf, we should teach

what 1s higher, reverence for 2 Supreme Belng.
In tho regulatlons of our School Manual tho
tencher Is enjoloed to teach Wis puplis respect for
authority and superlors, kindness to all, ebedience
to duty, manllgess and coumge, sclf dental and
sclf-control in school, the virtues which at onco
cnnoble the child and dignify the state,  And are
not theso things better ina etate and thus more
worthy of a schodl than paruloglsms and formule
and pages of history which tell of the ambitions of
tymuts and the ntonements of the people. My
thouglit i3 this: A stato whose masses aro ~ducated
to respect cach other, 10 obny the Jaws of health
and of socicty, without any wolucation in arts,
would be a strooger state than ono whoso people
wero graduates In arts but lacklng in good-will
towards each other, and tarespect for nud obedience
for superiors, the colicsive clemeats of soclety.
Tho fdeal state, however, fs nclther the ono nor
tho other of theso extremes, but a combination of
tho two, that In which a practical phaso s given to
tho work of the school aud where the children are
flated for intelligent citizenship.

And it 1s just here that this question of temper-
suce in the schools comes In, the teaching of the
nature and effects of alcoho!l In the hiuman system,
baving a bearlng on the physical, mental and tnoral
nature of the child, and Lience a problem of society
and the state. Beforo soclety in these later years,
an overwhelmiog mass of cv.deuco against alcohol
has been presested, and the verdict of the peopls
ngaio and again has been to pronounce it guilty of
terriblo criminality. Sclenco has lifted her calm,
deliberate volee against the deadly character of
alcohivl in its cffects on the human body and bratn,
and society has feit ts withering Llight on the
human soul. The statistics of the work-houses all
over this broad carth protest aguinst it as the encmy
of the body, our asylums proclaim its maddentng
or deadeoing influcnees on the bmin; and our
penitentiaries and places of corfinement and pun-
ishment tell of its wreckageof the moral nature.

Without takiug the cvid of catl ts in
temperance work, the news columns of the press
speak out to condemn it, tho volce of the pulpit
pleads for its overtarow, tho judge on the beach
proclaims it fatal to social order, and the man of
science forbids it ns a delusion. These all, with-

out faueticism or prejudice, with no object but

Lumga good and truth in vicw, uvite to condemn it
as 11inous to the trinity of 1man’s nature—physical,
intellectual and moral.

But Is thls asscrtion on my pari, assertion inea.
pableof proofs? J.et us sce, and froma mass of
evidence let me select a very little, 2nd that of a
schoolmaster which cannot be accused of savounag
of fanaticism. Four ycars ago, fo June, 1882, the
Amcrican Medical Association passed these nesola-
tions:

Resoleed (1), That in view of the alarming preva-
lence and il cffects of intcropemnce, with which
ncne aro 80 familiar as members of the mehical
profession, and which have called forth from
cminent English physiclans the voice of warniong o
the le of Great Britain concerning the use of
alcoholic beverages, we, the members of the tedi-
cal profession of 1ho Usnlicd States, unite jo tho
declaration that we believealeobol should be classad
with other powerful drugs, sod that when pre
scribed snedicinally it sbould be done with cun
i&;{fnﬂous caution and A scnse of great responsi-

LY.

Lesolved (2), That we are of the opinton that the
use of alcoholic liguors as a bevemge is productive
of alarge amount of thuiml and meatal discase,
that it cntails di appetites and an enfechiled
constitution upon the offspring, that it is the cause
of n Jarge percentage of the crime and paupenism
in our citics and country.

Resoleed (3), That we should wel any chang
in public sentiment that would contine e uses of
liquors 1o the uses of scieace, art and medicine

Can such a coosorvative, cautious body as that
Le accused of fanaticisn? Tho influences of the
hour, hastily passed resolutions, somcbody says
Nut s0. The othicr day that aame body met agaln,
2,000 etrong, in St Louis. 1ad they changed
oplnions? Not a whit. Let us lear their o)inion
of this year, 1856 ;

Resolred, ‘That wo atirm the previous ulicrances
of the Amerlean Medleal Assoelation concerniog the
uso nnd abusoe of-nlcohiol and fta cffects upon the
hunun race, agd recommend Instruciion fa all our
ecliools under state control.  To further this study
wourgethe speedy passago by the House of Rep-
resentatives of tho Senate Bill nuw pendlog bofore
it, requliring, seientific temperance instructlon in all
schools under sato control,

Of $ho 2,000 present who voted nayy Not one.
From Pennsylvania and Ohlo, centres of distiilery,
no opposition; from Culifornln, a land of frult
and wlncs, from Iowa, a land of corn and past
brewery Interost, no *“nay” is offered. Theso
mien nro uow speaking on tho deliberate, measured
words of men of thought and sclentific tralning.
No sentlmental utterance, no polltical trickery,
Lut candid profeasional oplnlon. Can such an
opinion be gainsald?

Read thelr llacs over again: **Powerful drug,”
“eonscientious caution;” “produclive of a large amount
of physical and mental disease;" *'productive of cafeebled
offspring;” ‘ths cause of a large pereentage of crime
and pauperism.”

To quote individual opinfon afier such a con:
toasus as that would scem supertlaous. Do you
wish to lnvestigate furtherv Consult Dr Parker,
Dr. Richardson, Sir Alexander Clark, Chief Justico
Davis, and n host of men who have uttered just
such professioual opintons.

Now, if these thiugs bo 20, should not tho stato
hasten to acquaint its citizens through tho school
with the character of this common sud declared
evil? A\ delusion is abroad relative to the char-
acter, relative to the effects of aleohol, and the

great majority of thuse who becomo addicted
\ thereto, do 80 uncouscious of the jeopardy in which

they placo themselves. With our children taught
the nature and cffects of aleoliol, 1s it not reasonable
to supfose that many a cltizen would bo saved to
the state, who would othierwise prove a wreek,

a nui or a criminal? The state’s duty

toitself thus lies in the dircction of public educa

tion on this question. What * useful knowledge”
could cqual this? What **lessons on health* bo
. promotive of cqual good? But whether the end,
the state's duty to itself, would thus be reached or
not, the state’s dut; to the child yremains, and, like
the storm signal to the muriner, tho danger signal
to the citizen should be lifted by the state. This
) duty I3 the state’s, and not that of tho temperance

soclety. The school is for the nation, tlic saloon is
{ agalnst the nation. ‘The state crects ono fort for
ts defence, And anotuer for its destrnuction. Is this
consistent? If the state cannct, or will not, removo
this latter fort, should it not acquaint its children
with the deadly character of {ts antillery, and thus
warn them out of its range? We do not ask to
have our schools tranformdl lnto temperance so-
cletfes, but we do fosist that if wo are right in
tcaching our children the valuo of good alr and
hicalthful food and clean)y habits, thut they may bo
licalthicr and happler and Mxlter citizens, then to
Yo cousistent with ourselves, we should teach them
the poisonous nature of alcoliol. Only a few years
havo passed siace thls agitation for scientific tem.
perance teaching in the schools begaa in the United
States, but wondrous hias been 1ts growih.

Four years is only time sufllcicat for a nation like
the American Republic to take bLreath, but in that
time seventeen states and one tesritory have fallen
into lnc on this question and provided that the
l ciildren of the public schools shall leam tho char

acter of alcohol. They have done it, t00, In no
: hap-hazard way, by regulation of the Board of
'Educnlion. which wo have lcarned may mean very
lito in this question, Lat they have dnoit by Act
of the Tegislature.

These states have written a law ou the subject
sdace 1882, whea tho agitation first took form—
Vermont, New Hampshire, Michigan. Rhode
Island, New York, Alahams, Kaass, Nebrska,
QOregon, Nevada, Malae, Wicconsin, Peansylvania,
Massachusetts, Missourd, Washington Teritors,
Iowa and Consecticul. Iet mo read you some of
the provisions of some of these acts, and azk you
if thex don’t mean to accomplish something. Here




