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Sismissniinr aviieonsst et

447 Pahtsod, the Loxd Mayor, umd Trom soveral

othie Nohlemen and Gentlemen, expressive of their

roator that they could not attond, and of their anx-

13t solicitudo for tho wellars of tho Society.
Beloto the Chair was takon,

Tho Rev. G. C. Smith of Penzance, addressed tho
Movting, tind stated that thoy had received the most
kind and whtra avsurances from the Earl of Mount-
ishel, of his noviety for tho success of the Socioty,
and his intention to preside that evening as Chair-
mim, but ho rogrettdd to state, that in consequeuve
of some prossing and urgeut circumstances his Lord-
ship whs obliged to loave town.  He would, how-
&ver, proposc that the Chhir should be taken by the
Hon. Captain Frederick Nocl, of the Royal Navy.
{Clers.

“The Hon. Ca,tain Nool expressed his deep senso
of the gratitudo he owetl the Meeting, for the rea-
diness with which they had aceepred him as their
Chairmsah. Before they proceeded any Yurther, lot
thom bescech the Almighty to bless them, for it was
vnddt his guidaned ahd protection alone, that success
was to be expected.

Mr. Smith then offered up h prayer.

‘The Roport was then road by the Sceretary. Tt
taok a vetrospettivo view of the labours of tho past
year, and detailed under their separate hoads, the
ahture aod operations of thedifferent missions. The
#aval missions had been most suceessful in promot-
ing Christian instruetion, among 30,000 seamen and
Wariners in the J:orts of Deptford, Woolwich, Chat-
tham, Portsinb-th, &c. and the most heneficial effects
were anticipated, from the powerful religious influ-
ence, evidently operating through all ranks of His
Majesty’s Navy.

Tlie United States Navy had also caught the re-
figious flamo of holy zeal and love to God, and
through the instrumencality of this Society, a tone
of religious fcolit:f; had gone abroad that could not
fail of producing the most beneficial results among
seamen. The merchant-searen’s mission stood next
in radk to these paval arrangements, and had ex-
tensively promoted the cause of religion. The mar-
iner's church, situated hetween “Tower IIill and
Limchouse, was coustaatly attended by large con-
gregations of merchant captains, mates, seamen and
boys, who in their momentous voyage to eternity,
had beard the word of cternal lifo in this place of
divine worship.

The Report then went on to poiat out the different
imrts of London whero auxiliury stativas were estab-

ished, and detailed at great length the great benefits
arisiog from their establishinent, in the prowotiun
of the objects of the Socioty. ‘

After the Secretary had finished,

The Rev. dr. Siith addressed the Meeting. He
said, that as there weve many matters conuected
with the labours of the Sacioty for the past year,
nont touched upon in ike Report justread, he would
take the liberty of trespassing ou their attention for
4 short time, twhiio ho bricfly glanced at -ham. A
mong many useful institutions arising from tto So-
vioty, the Mariners’ Gitls' School was one paslicu-
larly deserving of their attention. It wouid nut be
pecessary for him to say much in praise of it, for
he was confident he need oaly direct the attention of
the Meeting to the 30 littlo girls who then stood be-
fore them, to convince them of the fact. It must
indeed be traly gratifying to every feclisg heart iu
that rootn, to koow that so many littlo innocents
were rescued and collected from the hauuts of in-
famy and vice. He knew not who the friends were
that clothed them, but their neut appearance that
day bespoke the kind attention of somo charitable
buing, and ho would say, whoever they were, may
God toeward them. Sowne two or threo years bach,
there existed no bstablishment similar to this; the
sailor's child had no asylum to afford it shelter from
wretchedness and want; but now the poor sailor
might look with hoanfelt coinfort, a1 the certainty
of protéction dfforded to his offspring by this estab-
fishment. (Cheers.)-—Tho Rev. Spoaker bere was
o affected that ho shed teats.—He then vequested
the ateention of the Mceting, whilo tho litde girls
sang two verses of a hymn.

T y prosonted a plonsing np%cnranco of health
22ad clernaliness, and got through their tagk with great
gtcuracy.

- Mr. Smiththen rosumet. He vaid, thatthe opera-
tiouw of the Sacioty werc ntot tonfitied to London a-
itme, tut extehded throughout all the out-ports, aud
it" wes intended- also to fend ngehts to Netv South,

Wales and othor purts of tho world.  Ireland, too,
would occupf a great portion of thejr attention, and
should be visited by ministers of the Gospal, to ns-
certain what has been done in that hithurto unhappy
country for tho tpiritan] welfare of sailors. 1o was
happy to have it nlso it his power tu stato, that the
wutormen, bargeen, ppd others empluyed on the
siver, were joining tho Socicty in great avinbers,
and had experienced fromitsomo of the bene fits that
it was so well calculated to bestuw. At Leeds the
cause was prospering, and some hundruds weio in
tho habic ol assembling to hear the serons of the
Rov. Mr. Carcless.  He some Jittlo titne back, at-
tended o Moeting at Nottiugham, and a Rev. Gen-
tleman, whoso exertions to forward the ubject of
the Sucioty in that part were great, told him that
they had divided the town into districts, and cstab-
lished a very admirable system of persons guig a-
bout and impressing the poor deluded souls that have
strayed frow the truth.  There were but two poor
familics in that tow u that did pot frequent their chap-
el, andto them they paid daily visits, and wero de-
termined to do so uatil they succeeded in changing
them froin the ways of Satan. Happy indeed would
it be if London followed this cxawple. It was cun-
tomplated that the formation of a hody, or a surt of
Police, that should extend from London Bridge to
Blachwall, would be the means of offucting great
good, by being continually on the alort in the nergh-
bourhood where the object of the Suciety was most
likely to be advanced. Another ohject was to sond
missionaries to the different inland towas to estab-
lish Branch Societies. Iu several of the chicf towns
there were already Auxiliaries.  In Birmingham,
they subscribed annually £300, at Shefheld £100,
at Liecester £100, and at Bath the Socioty eacited
the greatest juterest.  With regard to the demands
against the Society, it is impossible that, professing
as it did to do much good, it can be without man

applications for relief.  Thero was not a mont

passed that a sailor was not drowned, zad surely wo
canoot refuse our assistance to tiie wioow and the
orphan that aro thus deprived of their provider.—
There wore circumstauces that the people of Lou-
don know nothing of. Thore was anindividual now
depondent ou the bounty of tho Socioty, to whose
case hc wished to call the atteation of the Meeting,
as it forcibly illustrated tiro wisdom and goodaess of
Divine Provitlcnee, which turned circurgstances ap-
parently the most adverse, to our own eventual good.
‘I'his young lad was with his vessel in the harbour
ut Sierra Leone, and having accidentully fallen
overboard, ¢ as instantly séized by a shark, which
tore off one of his arms, and dreadfully lacerated
other parts of his body. 1lis struggle, however,
saved him, for as the monster had opcued his mouth
to seizc the other, the young man, by a desperate
effort, which only such a deadly struggle couh{ urge,
grasped at part of the monster's gills, and succeeded
10 tearing a portion of them away. Before tho vo-
racious aghnal could renew the attack, assistance
L nas at hand and he was relieved.  This dreadful
state of saffering rendered Wita unable to return to
this country in the ship which had taken him ovut;
and happily for him, as far as the smin% of his life
was couceraed, that it was so; fur in her voyage
homewards, the ship cncountered a tempest, in
which she perished, with every soul on board. The
young mwan, & he had bofore remarked, was a de-
pendent vu the bounty of the Suciety.,  He meuti-
vited these circumstances, for the purpuse of ilus-
trating the nature of the domands which were veea-
siopally made ou its funds, and to peint out the
necessity of having those funds auple, and he
trusted that this appeal on their behalf, asitshewed
the value of the lnstitutisn, would not bo made in
vain. e thon adverted tv tho intended Meeting to
be hold on Thursday, fortho purpose of cakiog mea-
sures to pat duwn the “crimprag™ system, which
had been carried to ap extont so ruinous, as well to
tho morals as the financos of the ungoarded and un-
suspocting staman.  Ho would nut dweil on that
point further at present than to say, that the wore
attention was paid to the roligious instruction of
sailors, the less they wbuld bo' exposed to the infa-
mous and oppressivo practices.of thuse unfecking land
sharks, for so he might. call tho “<rimps.”  1f he
wanted to adduco ady proof of this, he conld oot
¢ite a better, thun that which was winessed in the
sort of asylum opencd for the recoption of suilors,
and procuring thom employment. That Institutron
since its -cstablishoient, had sent .upivards of two

thousand scamen to soa completoly clothed, and
what was better, ho hoped, strongly smpressed wah
the religious 1nstruction they hed received winle at-
tending tho asylum. Thore tvero at prescnt a hun-
dred and twenty sailors in the asylom.  He was
happy to state, that the builiing for tho roception of
sailors, wasn a state of forwardnoss. It was onig-
mally mtonded for tho recopuion of tea boys and ten
girls, but when comploted, he hoped thoy would bo
cnabled to put on the establishment, fifty boys and
fifty girls. “Theso important establishments, to
which ho was aliuding, had all emanared from this
Socioty.

Ho would now call on the Treasurer to read the
account of the Socioty’s Finauces.

This statement was read, from which it appcared
that the receipts for the yoar amounted to £3462 :
10:6; thedishursements were £3397 : 10: 3; leav-
wg a balance iu hand of £14 : 10 2 6; butat appear-
ed that the debts due from the Socicty to diffcrent
tradesmen, amounted to £1500.

Mr. Smith herc observed, that this large amount
of debt ought not tosurprise any, when it was known
that ap to the last year, the income of the Svciety
was seldom moro than £800 or £90V, and never ex-
ceeded £1000. The Rev. Geotleman concluded by
enumerating the various items of the Society’s m-
come and expenditure sinco its formation.

‘The Rev. Richard Marks moved the first Resolo-
tion. In presenting himself to the Mceting, ho felt
he needed therr indulgence ; but wasconscious, hown-
ever, that he was addressing warm livarts, in which
a plain and simple detail would be sufficient to oxeite
their kindest feelings. ‘They had heard cases of
premature death related to them by the Rev. Gen-
tleman who preceded him; but there wasnone more
distressing than that of shipwreck, whon we reflect
that tho sufforers are deprived of Gospel light. It
was his chance, early in hie, to have witnessed two
shipwrecks in one year; and on bLaard oue of the
vessels, he had seen fifteen men frozen to death m
one hour. Under such ciroumstances, in the dark-
ness of a winter mght, and no prospect of vecape,
not a heart seewmned to throb with the loast fechng of
religion ; nor was there a single prayer addressed to
the Almighty. Part of the crow, possessing more of
the feelings of the brute than of t{m human charae-
ter, brohe upen tne spirit room und got stupidly
drunk. There were seme who appeared to possess
strong nerves; but on the approach of death beeamo
stupid and careless; even hwaself, at the tme, bad
not a perticle of christian feeling about bim. A ves-
sel having hove in sight, a Goat was lowerod for the
purpose of approaching it, and he, amongst othors,
volunteored to go, aud jumped into the hoat, but
was recalled on account of lus youth.  After this he.
became discontented and sullen, and retired from
the deck, but was scarcely below when ho heard
that the boat had been struck by a wave anthe quar-
ter and went down. This providontial dnterference
made no other impression on hum at the tune thea
that e was a Jucky fellow.  Shipwreck was at it
ties an awful thing; but when sailors were depriv-
ed of the coinforts of tho Gospel, 1t increased 1ts
horrurs a hundredfold.  With regard to the Society,
thoy were bound, for two reasons, to support its
snterests ; first, becuuse they bad encouragement to
go on, and ncat, because 1t was necessary and had
done much good. He was not accustomed to flatter
any ouc, but, under Divine Providence, the Society
hiad proopered through the cxeruions of therr Rev.
friend, B}r. Smith. Many things had been said of
biun; and ho him.lf hd soveral inquiries from Ius
correspondents in the country, to kaow what e
thoughtof Mr. Smath, for that they bad heard strange
accouuts of bin : he answered, that ho beheved fus
fricud, §r. Smuth, to be one of the most persecuted
men in the kingdow. e (Mr. M.) was not con-
cerned jo the Socioty, and lad no mouve for speak-
ing thus of Mr. Suuib; for if he thought he deserved
cuilsure, hé would be one of the first to bestow 1tew
Tho Rev. Geutleman concluded by mnploring the
Diviue blessing on tho endeavours of the Sacyety,
and moved the first Resolution to the effect, * ‘That
the namerous disasters to which seamnen wero liable,
shuuid excite the most ardent desuwre t givo thom
such religious struction as might prepare them, by
Faith in Christ, for the sudden and vislent doaths to
avhrch they were exposed.” - .

The Rov. ¥. B. Shenstono seconded this Rosolu-
tion [le dud not intead to bave addrossod the Meoct
ing, but foarcd if ho did not that be would be con-



