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THSE COMMERCIAL. TIIE

N'oiv wc corne ti) fic xext.elessient iJ msaritimiecsers-le cou-
inISÉciftl marine of Britisi Ainricis. Nearly %Il of t11w prî%itsce
possez ait absstd,ince of' tinmber suitssble for tise e sij.strtiction ut' ships,

w;u n a large proportion of tlic people are en-ageul iii maritinme
ptsrsuits, tlsev have naturally dstc hir at tentions to .41,ipbiiding.
Sisice the commnenecment of' tihe p)re.esst cetury. there l'as beets a
sýtcady and iii fact rapid juiecsp in tise toisssnsg.. tf tlic vesscls owne d
and enipioycd iii British Aineriea. Iu 1806 tise jsrovinces did flot own
more thaîs 71,943 tonts of--sisippit-* ; iu 1830. tise asmnîber litd ariscu
to 17"6,040 ; iii 1850, it was pa:t &u.% n nt 446,935 tos ; in 1866, it
was eýýimatetI ut double tlec itinotut. viv 950>.000 toits. cosspribissg
abont 6,500 ssi, aliued it $3.1,000,000.. Now. ins nrider tonp
jsreciate the %alIss f* tice shippissg intcre.st of' Britibli Amierica, it i.,
stifficeut to know flinat Qhe is cistiticil to rank, as a commercial or
maritime powêr, after Englaud and fic United States,-hcr tonnage
hein- very litie, iftu y, beloiv fliat of France. Indeed, tice Ameni-
t'ans are tbreds to admit tisat vc tire, ia tii pairtie flar, graduaiiy out-
stripping thisn ; for tlice comnmercial marine of' tise United States, it is
uotorious to evcryone, lias remarkably retrograded of recesat year.
Soën at'ter ti e loqe of tic American war, LMr. Secretary 'iICtillocli,
tien thse lised of tice Tre.asisry departmeît, wvas fored to niake titis
husmiliating i(sLktiowle(lgiuient in the course of' his anutsal messaze t0
Cosvgress-- Thie prices of labour and uaterials are so liigh thm~
shlibsîilding cannot be miade psrofitable in tise United States, and snany
of our slsipyards arc beisag practivaiiy tritnsti*erred to tie BritiRh pro-
vinces. If is an important fisct tisat ics!z1s ta be bssiit sne cheaper
in tlic provinces thati in Maine. «Xav, fîtrtiser, that timber can bse
takeu froin Virginia, to tise provinîces, andi froni tisese provinces into
IEùg,,and, ami then made mbs sliils -whics esmn be moisd at ài profit;
wisile the saisne kind of vesseis caia be oniy biit in New Eugissnd it a
loss, by thc most skiltil and. economicai bîsilers. Bsst tie% ili ducs'
not stop liere : if ise only los.5 îas tlinat whichi thse country sustains by
tihe discontinuasu e of shipbiiding-, there îvouid be les,- cause for
complaint. It is a welI.cstablisied, general fact tisat thse people who
buiid ships uavigstc t hem ; anad that a nation which ceases to build
shiips ceasesq of' "usequeure to be a commercial and maritime nation.
Lulsess, tisrefore. tits state of things is aitercd, tise people c 'thse
United States mssut be subject, ta huistliation and loss. If other
branchses of iisdubtry aire to prosper, if agriculture is to bie profitable,
and manuifactures aure to be extended, flic comumerce of tie country
musst be qustained and incrcascd." The pretent condition of thse
comsmercial marine of tie Unitcd States .5trikissià,y verifies tie fears of.
Mr. MeCullocis, and proves Isow rcsnarkably a Ieading industry may
be crippled by tise adoption of a wrousg commnerciail policy, sudk s nfDw
prevails in that country.

No State of tlie Union-Mno country in tise world, eau exhibit thse,

OTbe4t figumac inctsde P. E. hflsad and ticwfouxsdI&d.


