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blessings  hereafter. To decide what
will. and what will not serve our spir-
Hual interests must be left with God,
and, while we perform faithiully every
duty, amd are sdiligent in the use of all
our pewers and possessions, we nust
leave resulls fo 1Tim, and e will keep
all that we commit to Him against that
day.

The only trus idea of good is spiritaal,
That is our good which will make us
like Christ and develop the powers of
onr souls to the highest degree of efli-
cieney, and which will open up a way
for ux to use these abilities for the
bendfit of our feliows, and the glory of
our God, We are 1o be fransformed
into the image of Christ, that we may
resemble Him in our love. our sclf-
denial and sympathy, our words and
works. our humility, and spirituality
and cternal glory.  Already those who
love are the sons of God, but it doth not
yet appear whatt we shall be, for we are
pressing on {o perfection. It is not a
perfection that is selfish—love prohibits
that. It is inseparably counceted xith
our dmies to others. "The Christian is to
ot outside of self, and think of them
and his Master, and his own soul will
flourish by means of thix self-denial. Tt
is only when thus Christ-like that we
can be iruly happy and able in ali
things to fulfit the will of God.  Only
this fulfilment can fit us for our future
sphere of existence. which iz to reigm
over our Father's umiverse as leirs of
Gad. and joint heirs with Christ.

All things. then, work together in one
srand wity for this good. Tt is not one
thing here. and another there. giving us
a little benefit separsitely. but every-
thing that is under God's government
combines its powers with c¢verything
clse to bless you and me. The promise
is hizh as heaven. great and abiding
as the omnipotence and love of God,
and long and broad as ofernity. You
cannot make it too comprehensive in its
sweep. or too divect in its application
to yourself. No matter what other

worlds may be in themselves, the fact
remiins that they serve us, for, although
we have got over believing that the
sun and  ostars are satellites of  our
planet, we knov: that one of their fune-
tions is to bring light and joy to men.
How far the world of spirits is con-
nected with ours, it is impossible to de-
termine, bhut we know that death and
the hate of Satan are made to aid wus.
and that ~“the angels are ministering
spirits sent forth to minister to them
who shall be heirs of salvation.™ I'he
sreiat events of the past, such as the
movements of nations., the changes in
society, the religious upheavals, the
wiars and tumults, the peace ana pros-
perity, and. above all, the faith in Jesus
Christ, that have brought the world to
its present condition, have all worked
together for our zood. We can sce how
they have brought us grea. blessings,
haoth temporal and spiritual, when we
compire our  condition with that of
heathen nations, and that they have
done so ix no hare chance. hut the re-
sult of our Father’s wise deerees an:d
over-ruling  power,  exercised  with
special reference to you personally, since
you were included in those decerees. Ta
the same end tend all the powers of
carth that are heyond our control. The
clements  that vegulate our material
well-being, the accidents that result from
their contlict or our mismanagement.
the Iaws of nature that generally serve
us, but aceasionally threaten our de-
struction. are all under the government
of God. and can only rfulfil His will,
ncither falling short of it. nor going be-
yond it. and consequently are made to
serve Iis children. In the same way
does Tle work when men's interests and
work scem to collide, and when what
would help one wounld hurt anether. I
ach conld armange the weather, for in-
stance. to suit himsclf. what rare con-
flictingg of the clemenmis there would be.
Rut God is able to supply the needs—
not the wants, remember. hut the needs
—of all I{ix children, and whalever He



