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they seek to read into evcry chapter and verse; and they
thus wanton wîth and dehiumanize and devitalize and cari-
cature the noble message from the uniseen. Thcology , which
shouki be tie science of all sciences, '.'(,) often lacks the scien-
tifie spirit altogether. It is in spite of it and not because of
it tliat the Bible lives. Shakspeare inust have hiad a splendid
vitality to have endured ail the theories mnade upon hiiuii by
his commentators. And there is no worthier mark of the
nobility of Scripture than its power to survive, notwith-
stanidingr the scholasticism that in the hands of even modern
theologians it lias been macle to teach. If the Seriptures and
the life of the Saviour which they record were onhly whiat
conventional. thcology madle thein, wisdoin inighlt cry with
despair upon the streets. Since the huinan spirit seeins to
crave for douma, and silice the churchi persists in meeting this
desire, we Nvould wishi that our theology bc no longer an easy-
groiri g, sel f-satislied traditional isin, but the statein cnt wvarm
and living and beautiful and frank and reverent of wlhat is
kniown to be the truth. Our theology likn our science slmould
be a declaration of facts. It should be a science of religion.
Religion is the life of God in the soul; and theologry siouQ
be a systernatie arrangrement of the facts of the divine lll'e as
it is iYanifestcd in the soul. Christian theology shiould bc--
not what it too often is, the reading, into the life of Christ of
a systein of Calvinism or Ariniinianismi or sucli like-but a
frank, simple deebu-ation of the facts that are knovn. of the
Recleemer's appcaring am-ong mnen. Dogmrna should lie the
output of faitlî, of the spiritual imagrination, of what the soul
secs to be truc, not wliat the logrical facul.ty says must be truc.
Hithierto theoloy hias been a systeni of logric. We wvouId
have it to be a system based upon spiritual insighit and
emotion. Men xnay write out dogna or logie-it is ail one-
if they hanve xîot vision; thougli their logic be false, yet thieir
dogma wvill liave life and permanence.

Li the pulpit especiaily do we need vision ; so that the
preachler wvill cease to be a inere orthodox parrot, saying wlbat
lie lias been told to declare and whiat lie must sonetimes fail
to experience or believe; so that lie wvilI sc and experience


