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last polling in every seetion nf the country in their h.mdo 10
show the chitant recessity for reform in the Tepresentation?
Why then did they stosp to such a palpable trick, to the
~ulopt ion of such a manifectly sworthless pietexi, 1o post-
pone for another yeay the fullilment of the pl' dpes given
and reiterated ®  The answers to these queeess willy we
ventwo to say. be veadily vugagested to the minds of the
intelhigent joople of Dritish Columbin and we very gireatly
mistake. if, in the overwhelming majority of cases, these
answers weil not be anything bat favorable to a belief in
the bona fides of the Davie Government.

The defence of the (;ovemmom
the Colonist and the World, were signiticant.”
began by implving that, .\lthonwh representation by popu-
lation might be‘tho generally .u.copled principle on which
elections  should Le based, yet it would never do to
apply it to British Columbia. It labored hard to make
good the position thus taken, but signally failed. Then,
in a half<hearted manner, it argued that ““postponement”
did not mean “refusal ” and that, in any case.it wounld do
no harm to les thitgs run on as they had been doing for a
year. Finally it dvopped the subject. aiter having relicved
its feelings by giving the senior member for Vancouver the
lie diveet.
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The World, as might have beeen expected, followed the
method, which is one of the unwritten rules of procedure
of the gontlemen of the long robe, \\'ho, when they have no
case, abuse the counsel on th(, opposite side.  DBillingszate
is not oniy not logic but it is not even Luglish, and lm]e
heed is to be given, as a general thing, to the utterances
of a common scold.

Two termsavere, however, employed by the partisans of
the Govermment which call fer avimadversion. Those
who were bold enongh—or rather honest cnough, let us

Ay - = 10 dcnoumc the [fzilure ‘of the Gevernment
to  keen its  pledges 'md emphatically to express
their  determination  to oppose the granting of the
$500,CC0  for  Covernment buildings—The Vie-

toria Anchor Fund,”as it might fitly be called--were char-
acterized as ¢ h:mor* * and the propoesal to shake off Vie-
toria and jet it, like tlxc mroverbial tub, ¢¢stand on its own
bottom ™ was stignmatized as “<ecessxon’ Im™ regard to
ihe first word. it shows cither that the men who used it
were ignorant of the meaning of tiie term, or were labor-
ing under the delusion that every citizen of Dritish Col-
umbm owes aliegiance to the Premier and his ministry.

A deeper dcpﬂl of abject servility is hardly couceivablle.
The real *¢ traitors ™ were, most unqucshombly, the mem-
bers of the House-who betrayed the interests of their con-
stituents by oheying the crack of the Government whip
and voting for the ¢ Victoria Anchor Tund.” We
mean certain membars from the Mainland.

The term “ secossion™ is entirely inapplicable to the pro-
posed movement {o ““cut of ¥ the Ishnd df Vancouver
from.the rest of the Province.  The majority docs not se-
cede when it shakes oﬁ ain inipracticablo and overbearing
minority,

The citizens of Vanzouver will, in a few. days, have an
opportunity to declare their mmrls as tothe city’s gmmntce-
g the interest on tho $100,000 bounds of the Vancouver
I‘ll,ctrlc Railway and Light Company, and it is hopéd
that few. ifany. of the mtclhﬂenb voters will fail o cast
their hallots in favor of the propose:l plan.  The follow-
ing ave among the many cogent and obvious reasons that  t
might he’ ur"cl in support of the adoption of such a
conrse, .mdm anpears to T Owr, that they must suffice
¢ conyhuceevery clear-headed citizen that the guaranteeing

The former

of the inturest is lhc very bcst thing that can be done,
for the good of the City:

Tn the first place, it will inswre the hmmedinte ox-
tension of the streot railiond system to Stanley Park, thus *
giving to all the citizens easy aecess to this charming - {
pleasure resort, 1

Tu the sceond place, the entire stim now paid by the .
City for lighting will ke tetained in the hands of the coun-
cil as o sub:l:um.\l guarantee for the payment of tho in-
tevest on the bouds by the company. .

Thirdly. the City's guarantce will liberate o large am-
ownt of locul meuey now tied up i the concern, which o
amount will be 1eudered available for local pmpoces angd *
forcign capital will be brought into take its pluce ut,
an easy rate of intaiest. ’

TFourthly, <he presaint road-bed and appliances will Lo
gready improved.  In fact $100,000 w..1 be expended in
extensions during this year Lo lhe present system, so that,
it might have becoma.
guarantce, and the City has , moreover, the power to teke

if, at any future time, the City should take over tho con-
In shmt that we may make the advaniages of the pro-
over said property for the l)onde(l debt it the Company - I
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a price not exceeding cost.or, if the company failed idkeep ~
its agreement, then for $100,000, no matter how valuable
Owr., let us further explain that an absolute mortgage 0{
all the Company’s property is given to the City as 4

cern, it would get the present plant,plus the e\tensxons. at &«
posed transiction pericetly clear to the réaders of Tus
should fail to pay the regular interest or to carry out any
pfn‘t of the contract; tlu. City Hag also the option of pur-|
chasing the aforesaid property, at the end of five or tén
years, at cost; all franchises, good will and street privi-
leges awe to lo extinguished ; the shating of profits exced:
ing G per cent is secured to the City,—and if the City
maintains its present and past rate of growth it will talio
but a short time 10 veach that paying point; absolute con-
trol is secmaed to the ciry by its being empowered to sup-
ervise ail expenditmes for extensions and the disburse-
ment of the money derived from the sale of the bonds; and,
finally, the City will have the Appointment of o dn'cctor
and auditor; to keep a check on the business of the coms
pany.

There counld not be, Tui: Owr, opines, a fairer budifeds

propdsition or ono more likely to result to the benefit of ¥
the City.

Itis a significant fact that, since the arrival of the Prems
ier in this City, to attend thc court of Assize,” the” Wovld
has dropped its natural and fluent use of Billingsigate, and
is now lavish of promises on behalf of the Government that
everything will go all right ““m a few months,” TFrom
snarling and snapping and bloviating about “honorable nien’
seated on two horns of a dilenna” 1(; Nnow *froars you as

gently as any sucking dove,” It was high tnne.

The Puablishers of T 0\\ L 10"10!; that in isSuing this,
their initial number, they weré (lch) ed m consequence  of
being disappoimed i securing the cuts on time.  This, it is
confidently expected will not oceur again and “The Bird”
will hodt in the sume lively stiain on the forhing of thd
15th inst.
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The petition to the Gov.-Géneral, asking, inter alia, tha
he forbid the iiguitous saddling of the Province. with a
load of debt in order to put frilly on “Victoria and anchoy
tlic capital there, is inn cheulation and js Lbing rc'xdﬂy an(
numerously sq,ncxl by ¢ men of hondr 5 ho a8 Hdt & bit
terrified by the prospect of being fonund ** on both horng of o
dilemma ¥ yior in the least seared of the ocutpouring 6f th
vials of wiath of the Viitcouver World.  Victoria has fére
cd them to teke Litis istivn in the interests of sel-protec



