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Io derated ta the furtherance cf the
Gospel of Christ and ple.ds for tie
union cf ail believers in the Lord Jesus
in baîmony wtb lii ami prayer re-
carded En the seventeenth chaîner et

John, and on the basis set forth by the
spastie Paul in. the tollolng ternts :
s1 thetretore, the prisoner iEn the Lord,

beseech yeu ta vralk wotthEty cf the
calling wherewvith ye were ealled, tb
aitliowliness and meelcis, '#ith long.
suffering, fesbcaring anc ano:her in
love; gmving diligence ta keepa the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of pecace.
There is crne body and one Spirit, even
as aise ye were cilladi n anc hope cf
So ut calling; anc Lord, one Faiith anc
baptism, anc Golf anal Faitler of ail,
who fis over ail, and ilirou&h ail, and in
alL"-EIph. Ev. s-6.

At the Doar of the Vear.

The Coalitrsncf situe
Arc toit cf docars-the portais cf closed

yrsa
We enter rhem ne more, îheugh bitter

Beat bard against them, and tie bear
the chime

O! lait dreami, dirge Lisai, in behind
ahern ring

At memory'a opening.

Dut one douar stands Ajar-
The New Year's; white a golden ehain

of days
Hela s: hait shut. Tht esger foot

delays . -

That pressdes ta iti threshotds mighty
bar;

And tests that shrink, and bulles that
shout aioud.

Arcund t vit and crcwd.

i abuta bath the unknewn.
Andi dte tea truly weicomt anc mare

WhJodowin the paît a n.oclcing laughter
hear

From tiie aime aitîe wanderàig brettas
bluan;

We uhose large aspirations dimmed
and shîank,

Till the >ear's seroil tas laniei
We pause beside this doci.

Thy year, O God, bot shlait te enter
Eni

How shah tt :benze Thy hidena
treasures wini

Shahl wc returntiEn beggary, as belore,
When Thou art nealSt handl taitha in-

finite weaith,
Wisdomn, andi htaveniy hcalth?

The feots:eps cf a child
Sound close k-aide us. Listen 1 [lt

wili speak,
His birLhday bell, have hardly rang a

week ;
Vet bas Hie lttait the warld's piess un-

defilet,
Carne weillh me l"licug Hlm thraugh

ii smuling say.
IlEehold, 1 amn the Wa*y 1",

Against the door lais face
Shines as the suit, Has touch is a coin-

minci,
Tht yeans unfold ittfure llus baby

handl;
The beauty cf His presence fila ail

space,
.Enter tbrough Me," lie saith, "1ne

wander more,
Fet Ieo ' amn the flac:."

And ail does cpene:h He,
The new hein Christ, the Lord of the

New Vear,
The threshold cf aur lacicet hecarti

srandeth near;
And white ho gises us baktralo

riasted key,
Our Father an us wEmh Hlm cyni bas

smiled
Event ai a lit chilci.

Aucu.

Tht Unlty of Churches.

A mavement Es in action te bring
about the union af twe cf the forger re-
ligieus bodies anîside tht chutcebes tho
are under epliscopial gaverament.

The ptime maver in ltsaignitacant
t i is Ilan able minuster cf thic New
Testament," ailo is net atgached,
cfficially, ta cither of tht organirations
whosec unien is maoted.

%Vere the Preabyterian andi Metthodia:
Churches ta become ane thimuitatd
body weuld number aver ene.thîird cf
the entire Chriatian population, beingi
z,6o:,668 according te the census cf
1891, eut cf 3,799-556- If te toile
oui the Roman Catholica there are lef:

,Sog,egx ; ao that tht union which is
pîeposedl would absasb ind amaliRarate
over 88 per cent. of tht Protestants cf
this Deminion.

There are now abolut s5oau Roman
Cathioie clergy : the new arganaization
woulti have a;oo. liii: lu, under the
Roman Cutholic system it requires
anly ajca clergy ta minuiter ta ttc
millions of membera, which il one
pries: ta tva-y 1333 haymen. vahile the
unitet Preabyterians snd Metout
would have s7oo miniaters fo aGo,
000 menibers, ar al clergyman fer ettry
592 'ai People.

This tls as though the sbeep cf
thone fLds required mare duma double
thé numbt;r eftÊept<i e è
anti keep lihent out cf the wilderneas
than the Rlocks pastured by Roman
Cathaie priesti require. When te
cansider the scat, the devotian tu
pastoral tarit of ail kinda, which se
nobly characterize the Catha'Ic clergy,
and the fidelity cf their flockis, tre eaui.
net accept as au expIan:,tion cf this
diversi:y any îhc-ory which imputa dia:t
Protestants are shepherded more watt)?
fully than their religious appanents.

Indeed, taking liaemn heati for hecad,
te venture tonsY tint the 1333 Roman
Catholics fiet nioit personal attention
tramt their ont pastur than the 592
Presbyrerian and Methodiat people de
frein their mnistr. These figures ini.
deeti bave, ose aubmit, enly anecaex.
planatien, which Es that :here Es an
énarmeus, caltly and wholly inexcusa-
bIe waste cf energy andi money in the
existing systeni cf werking as indepen-
dent aid rival churche;, ttc bodies
tiat arc as nearly idlentical En character
as the Prcsbyteria'i' and Methodiat
churches.

We niay indlude En allis generalira-
tien «everaI rather dendominationit sttel
as the fluptis: anti tongregatlenalists.
We doub: much whether a doxen la>'-
mien coutl be feunt iEn this city tha
could state wha: the diiferences arc be-
tween these bodies, anti the grountis
for themn, whth sufficien: precision te
flnd ucceptance. if Judged by thealogi.
cal and faistorical experts. We are
quite certain tha: net ont member cf
thfse chutches. cletikal or lay, cculd
formulate an argument te juatify their
rivalry or disuanian to thase tha regard
the spiritual Enterestas cf the Christian
dock and the bighc, %coic cf tht
churche as cf Enfinhtel> maie import-
ance than questions as:n tht netheda
cf appoirnîing shepherds, fixing their
officia statua andi dividing their spherea
cf wark in the fol4.

The main thedolegical différence be-

tween the Presbyterians anti thet Meîch-
odisis tas a: ont tErne a battle-gîound
upan which tierce cenflici vierac feughî
wlthout the slîghtest advanrage totither,
but te the scandai cf beth. IlWbat
thcy fouglit cadi ather for" fetca knew
and tcwer care. Thasc whe arc welI
read iEn tht ccntioversy between ai
are vulgarly calied IlCalvinusm Il andi
IlArminianisn<» ternis almoat nue c-
alcie and highly unscienifle, know
tha: athese systea mun Ente each ather
but the Enteiiacipng il shrcudeti by a
meraphysical (ag, se densie as ta bt
utterly bcyond the Polier of the human
intellect ta penetrate beyand the cuîer
layer of datnics wherc these systemrs
are seen te maingle.

Fer twe bodiies cf Chnistians te bc
arrayet iEn hostile camps when nothing
et moment parts themi but nebuleus
meraphysica, a anitre clouti cf word,,
which neither kil>' ccmprebend, ila£
repraach ta Chrls:enticm.' Tht recon.
ciliatien cf IlFiee Wsil nl with IdDivine
Severei gnty anti Fore Knowledgt" Ea'
prebleni whieh, as men cannet affect,

they weuld de wel ta leant there th, y
lhave ta leave other theofegical inyster-

Eti, andi devoto their encrgies ta these
dties which are Endisputiileand thicli
aklne jultify the 4'ry tistence cf a
Chnmtian church.

Religion, EnirrSnciptural sente, tht
tellu!ep Of ÇhjtllJ>ewIn< was.ncevej
io &d in- h EngtAnd Ï& il 'wtt altn con-
troversialiats about cburch gaseinitt
ant heolcgieal nittaphysica were at ih
Ilhunimer and tongs."

If some naicn's notions are correct,
St. PaùF then "tnitking straight" ta
Felix andtiais paramtour w3uld have
re:sotîed flot about "'righteousness,
temperance anti judgmc nt," but taniti
have treared tha: worîhy te a disquisi.
tien about IlFreetilI,» IlFinal perte-.
rerancc," and aother bair-split:ing per-
formances. Ht nîight have" rlrembled»I
as te ta a: other iigh:-îope exhibitions,
but bt wnuld have neyer offered ta ste
the Apoîtle again, ]ust as haymen ta-day
avaiti being worried and mystiûied by
such verbal subtleties. -

NeoI the tEanes are practical; lite la
for aIl cf us a batit ; te aheepa tan:
leading Ente green pastures ; butrirg
eur heads îogcsher stops -.ht gîewth
cf tota anti mutton, cf which tec ha% e
toce litrie. Wc tant oui churches for
consolation, for canitoir, for wise gid-
ance in lle, andi duty. We taynien
demand a that our church cîganiza-
tiens salnit air e eur subatanet in
rivaîries tit: foamtnt suife amanga:
thone tho wauld rejoice te live En
4uni', peace anticoncord.» Le: thon
the Presbyterians and Metbadisîts unute,
set an example by lifting the îepraach
'cf Christian disuanion, then will the
chuich "bning forth ber increuse, and
Ced, even oui awn Ced, tili gise us
Hi-s blessing,"I-Toronta I Vr/.

"1 snm net a stop belore me
As I tread on another year;

Bu: the pas: is stilliEn Ged's keeping,
Tht future lis meîcy saol clear,

Anti ltai lochs duri n the distinct
May' brighren as I drat near.

"0 reWai, blisaful ignorance I
'TEs blessaid net te know ;

t boîta nie En those Mighty Arma
Which wili net le: me go,

Andi hushles my seul te rest
On the besoin ta: lovesa me m"

Music In Worshf p.

Tht worsnip et Ced E ta-fld in i
element. t la, firsily, a devorit attend-
ing te, andi receptien et, messages truan
Ccd. 1: il, scandl>', the tievaut ex.:
pression ta Ced cf tiae purposes anti
feelings most appreprU-,e te aur moral
and spiritual condition. In partions
of the service Cedf speaki te us. In

theti panions te speait te Oôt. Geti
speaks te the people En the reading et
the Sctiptuies; in the sermon ; En cer-
tain didactie psalnîs and hymna ; and
En the benledictions.

Tht people reply ta Ged En prayera,
hynins anti psalms ; andi semerimes by
aid af reverenriai musi, waitha inaudible
confessions anti thanksgiving mos: ac-
ceptable te Ced anti bleased iEn their
effeets lapon tht weîsliippers.

It toulti be pas f bIc for ail the sen-.
icesot werahip te be musicallyrendeîtd,
bout the communlcations frrnm Ccd andi
the retuarning contessions, thankîgivings
anti adorations te Hlm.

In practice, hotever, large portions
ef the serit-ces cf wership are tapaent
anti ne: suang.

This cos-trs the whal&'graund. There
ls no:hing more, sa fatr as the purpoe
cf this article Es ccncerned. te bk men-
tianeti or though: et. When Ced is
net,in semeway,speaking au:bniîa:ively
te, tie-peap1e, tht>', wiidieut musical

Frar these simple and Enduaputable
tacts Et Es easy ta inter tha: an>' ellement
in tht music thicli dots flot aid the
terihippers En receiving divine tru:h,
et in expressing apprapriate eniotions
andi restitutlans te Colf, Es ou: cf place
and haadai. Fer Enstance, an>' musical
performance, hetever excellent, fer the
nctre sake cf itteif, is an uantrelceme
Entrusion-unteceme, ahat Es, te tht
tievout andi untoril>. Whatever, En
muait, dlces net aid En worship, shoulti
bc resisted. ant thrunt eut.

Ne soient or chair sheulti be ailowed
'te aing anything which la not cubher a
message tramt Gcd or a message ta Ced.
No organEs: sheulId be aleet te Entra.
duce a single natcfuhloeun
worshipful tendene>'

Hat fui church muait: bas randereti
'rom its proper sphere aIl the readers
et thia article arc too tiel unire.

Net a tew church arg3nists destre>'
ar at least injure the effecti ot .er4nons
anti prayers b>' beisxeiou., rearing
postludes.

An eminent clergymen tIse hati long
suffered soreiy tramt ergan preludes andi
postludie., once camplained te tht miter
b>' the use cf the foleowing quetatien:
"A soter tient forth ta soe; ihlen
cometittht arganaiat and inatcherli away
tha: which tas sown'.

Tht reader is inviti te ponder titis
question : Sheuit ne: tht argunis: the
saihes tht eapportunuty cf the poutludes
ta air bais vanit' uailn tht fuIl organ,
u'kihout tep:td ta w«otship et tht fnlting
of the ppe. bc p:omp:Iy discharget i

In tht Madison Square Presbyterian
Church, in Net York, stme yeais ajo,
Henry' Cratten Guinness hal preachei
a powtrul and Impressiïve disceurse,
whieh obviousl>' praduceti a deep effet

po th crattei cengregation 
Thtl

a stcrrîîy. irrevereiu cabeo
sountiu. The noli nisnil

'4

't

preachcr thundereti, "bStop that organ,"
anti the ungetil> rattle ceased.

Church choir$abshulai bc Enstructeti
tha: churches art ne: the places for
antre musical performances, oside (ram
tht uses cf wcrship. A vain vocal ex-
pliait in chureh wership la s mnîuch ou:
et place as a Catling Sun En Paradise,
and, ta dewiu: wersilppeis, utterl>' un-
telcome antiabaminabl.-C. C. Kim-
DLIÂt, ini Musical .1J'n-ald.

The Comlng Year.

I stand on the shore, ai tht lanisai

Flt Ente the dirm andi silers Pas,
1 chn f the baorles cf Hope andti a

Wh;ch oavier Ia day.dreams rteir
ahadaws tant.

My> litait fantI>' asks, though the
tangue il mute,

What shaîl the coming yea- bring
me?

Shal Ens buda cf taupe yield golden
fruits ?

Shah t:i prove bu: a leafless, blaa:ed

A terdcas voice answers acf: anti lot
"F-cma the seeti tit thoti hast

sown each bygone day,
The Rotlera or :hams cf lite shai grot,

Thot sailli sadden or ghadtien :hy
future ta>'.»

Het match casier Et la ta recognixe
eou- redtpansibilit>' fer action in cue
sphere cf dut>', thun Et Es te t-talie out
'àtpeadence rspa«God fo&ud «std'
support in ail eur duty-delng I Ev-ent
in a convocation cf Chuistian mlnistera
in an Emportant ecciesiastical calais,
-note maembera avilI bc prernptly on
bond a: the voting heur than at the
bou- cf dcvoticnal exercises whlch
dopenas tht session fer the day ; us if tht
membtera tere radier ta sert Codaà
neeti of them than ta feel thei- neeti cf
Ced. Nor Es this a newtmhîng untier
the suin. President Ashbel Cretn, cf
Puinceton College, wha tas for a mam-.
ber cf yetis oneo eaitle chaplaina cf tht
United States Cangresa, beara testE-
mon>' te the sanie vtate cf things a
century ago. "'About one-third et the
memnbers En Cengr.as, un each bouse,"
he aas, 'diere comnnonl>' Prescrit At
prayerd. On ane occasion, I expresscd

1:0 a member, titan was a Professor cf
religion, andi w-irh whem I %%as welI ue.
quainreti. the feeling cf regret 1
experienret that the attendante an
prayers tas ne: cf a greater nuniber.
* Wall ycu,' nid Ht in repl>', ' tell me,
an yeur s-tiacity, thether aur attend.
ance Es net as gouci as thler cf themace.
bers cf ycur (Presbyterian> Central
Asaenibly, or Synod, at yaur constitut*
ing parayer En the morninfi?' 1 tas
competel>' confoundeti wi:h thais inter-
rogation ; for, on recehlectian, I i-as
convincei ltha: oui ecclesiastical badins
lierre net mort numerous>' attendeti at
the opening prayer thtan taos thetfact En
Con3resa cf the Unirai States; andi
this I badl te admit ta tht member te
whom t had txp:eascd mte eget at the
beginning et the conversation on the
subjecL." Tht former daps tere no
'better than these, En ti thing, an>'
more than En an' thiler :hing; but
dahlenerter and uberever this surte cf
thinga s ifounat ta exEat, Et supplies Prouf
that men do net give the firi: place En
their thaughta te tht need cf Coda belp
En tiieir service of Go4. -Sundy&AehoI


