
THE OWILÔ

success it is content to rest tiiereon in
contemplation of its owvn felicity. Evil is
mort- active.

Leat is now wholly ini their power. By
giving theni his kingdonî lie lias placeci
hiniseif on their charity ; by banishing
Cordelia, the only succour of his peevish
age, hie hias thrown liiself entirely upon
their miercy. Before hie lias been îvitli
Goneril a miontli hie begins to feel lier cold
hand tiglitening upon bis heart. It is now
he realizes " how sharper than a scrpent's
tooth it is to have a thanless child."

\Vhat inakes Goneril's unkindness flie
more detestabte is that she persecu tes hitu
out of pure liate. She knows 1mw lielp-
lessly lie relies on lier love and she turnis
it to advaniage to torture hlm. Lear is
stili a king, however, and will not be
treated thus. He lias stili a daughter left.
With a curse upon the ungratefful monster,
lie cais his train togetlier ai-d goes to
]Regan. He cannoe conceive liow a
dauglîter to whoni lie lias given ail slioutd
act tlius. Hie iiever dreainis of Regan
doing the sanie. She will be, hie is sure,'the balm of lus i)urt rmmd by tlie lovin 'g
tenderness her sister lacked. I-ow this dis-
appointed old mian miust have builded on
the love of that only remnaining daugliter!
Mlen lie arrives at Cornwall's castle lie is

dismnayed to flnd lus owîî niessetnger, the
disgu-*.ed Kent, set in the stocks by
Regan's orders. The onuen is flot en-
couragirig, yet hie dares not think on
what it portends. IL is only when they
refuse to see liiî that the te:rrible suspicion
breaks fuil hin-. At last it lias comne to
the worst. Regan instead of solacing his
wouinded dignity sides with lier sister,
and to his complaisnts gives an answer that
fairly cuts the lieart out of hinu

«'O, Sir, you are old;
N'ature in you stands on tlie vcry verge
01 her confine; you should bc ruled and led
J3y sorne discretion that discerns your state
Better than yourself. Therefore 1 pray you
That tu OUT sister you do ake return,
Say you have wvronged lier, sir."

It is pitiful to see hirn pleading with
Regan flot to cast hini off. Wlien lie left
Goneril it uvas stil! with. the -irperious-
,ness of a king, but now that Regan is his
otily hope, -he is ready to justify anything,
alniost to beg for miercy. Whilst lie is
pleading Goneril enters and Regan takes

lier by tue ian.d. ThÀs is îoo mucli, lus
lieart breaks ivith a prayer of anguisli

0, 1-eavens r
If you do love <'id nien, if your sweet sway
Alloiw obedience, if yoursetves arc old
Make it your cause ; send clown and takec niy part r

Behiold the tnergy of evil here. 'rhese
two she-devits detiglît ini tossing their
father's heart wantonly back and forth on
the sharp tridents of tlîeir filial inipiety-
At length ail hope is lost for Lear and lie
gloes out into the storni no more a king
but:

ai poor old nian
As fuit of grief as age ; wretched in bothr

and the grateful daughters whoi hie
thouglit by his largesses to have confiriedi
solidly in fils love, .)ut thieir doors against
him witli the coniplacent reflectiôn:

lu wilful Mnen
The i niuries that they tlhenselves procure iiiisr, be

thlcir schoouinsters.

The temrpest Lear goes into is a calmî to>
the tempest tliat rages îvittiin lus hreast ;
lie burns with lie thouglit of lîis clildren's
ingyratitude.

Filial ingratitude
Is il not -ns this nîouth should iear this liand.
For lifting food. to it ?

SD constant is the tornent of tîmis thouglit:
that lie can imagine iîîisery froni no other
cause, and ivhen hie sees tie poor babblînig,
Toni o' Bedla,îî lus rurst thougit: is . 1')idst-
thon give ail to tliy daugliters ?" Even the
elenients lie imagines are in leigue against
lir, and his raging reveals a nmagnificenice-
in his rumcd reason that shows that withi
ail his îveakness luis mind is stili capable of
intense suffèring.
I tax not you, you eleinerits, wviî1 unkindness
I neyer gave you kingdos-n. calleci yon chuldren.
But yet 1 call you servile ininistcrs,
Tliat have with two pernicious daughters ji'
Vour high-engender'd battlcs 'gainst a head
So old and wvhite as this.

As Albany shrewdly rernarks:

That nature which conlenins its origint
Cannot be hordered certain in itsetf.

After their shocking unnaturat ness towarc?
their father uve are flot surprised to see-
thiese fiendish sisters unfaithful to tlîeir own-
lnsbands. The object upon which tlhey-
turn their guilty loves is another phase of
»their iniquity. Were Ednîund other tharn


