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much censured on the score of bis Latin
terminology. Aside from the considera-
tion that this was the naturi mode of
expression of a ieaxned and somewhat
ponderous mind, it may weil be question-
ed whether this influx of Latin terms,
much augmented by Johnson, hias flot
been productive of much good to the
Engiish tongue. It bias made it the best
medium for the conveying of scientifie
knowledge and hias given it a poetical

* vocabuiary, as distinguisbed from that of
prose, such as is possessed, in an equai
degree, by no otber modern language.
An influence that produces such benefici-
ai resuits cannot be unreservediy con-
demned.

Despite bis xnquestioned mule, Johnson
was singuiarly out of touch with his time,
and in conséquence, his impress upoxi
subséquent English literature, except in
the matter of vocabulary, hias been siight-
so slight as to dwindie into insignificance
when compared with that left by contem-
porary writers wbom he, doubtless, tooked
down upon with lofty self-complacency.
H is pedestal was perhaps piaced too high
foi him to observe those first faint heav-
ings of the social sea whicb were after-
wards to burst into a fearful storm.

Literature is, however, indebted to him
*for two great favors ;Le freed it fromi any

talit of imrncraiity that stîli infected ix,
and hie raised it to the dignity of a pro-
fession. 'lble murky strearn which bad
sprung from the iicentiousness consequent
upon the sudden remioval of puritanical
restraint by the estoration, bad been but
imperfectly purified by the, sornetimes,
none too cieanly contributions of the
classicai age. It remained for Johnson to
make it clear and iimpid. He metained,
indeed, as bias been rernarked, mucb of the
amtificiaiity of Pope's scbool in bis
balinced sentences and Latin vocabulary,
but hie wouid have none of its occasional
concessions to corrupt and depraved
taste. He proved in bis own works that
high art was comnpatible wixh the strictest
moraiity, and bis pres!ige enabled hifm to
effectiveiy frown down any out-croppings
of a contrary spirit in the writings of
others. And if by this line of conduct
hie merits the praise of ail right-minded
men, his efforts to gain for authorship a
reý ognition as a distinct profession
deserve yet wammer plaudits from al
drivers of the quill. Hithert.o, titerary

men were in reality what sorte of tbem are
now in fancy,-ongb aire d, tank counten-
anced individuals who wome baggy trousers
and siept in unfurnished garrets. Their
only hope lay in gaining, hy servile adul-
ation, the favor of some weaithy lord who,
in return for a fuisorne dedicatton would
donate them a few bundred pounds.
When Johnson conceived the idea of
wmiting bis Dictionary hie applied for the
patronage of the Eart of Chesterfild, but
bis appeai was coidy received. Undisrnay-
ed, hie set to work and after seven years of
patient and conrinuous labor, published
the book which met with unqualified suc-
ce-ss. The noble Eari now regretted bis
churlishness and attempted to make
amends by recomnmending tbe work to the
public througb the medium of letters to the
daiiy press. Johnson wrote him a scathing
reply in which hie says: " Is flot a patron,
my lord, one who looks with unconcerri on
a man struggling for life in the water, and
wben hie lias reached ground encumbers
him witb belp? The notice whicb you
have pleased to take of my labors, had
it been earty, bad been kind ; but it bias
been delayed tili I amn indiffèrent and can-
not enjoy it ; tili I arn solitary and <-annot
impart it; titi I arn known and do not
want it." The effect of tbis letter, oiî
from such a high authority, was to establîsli
literature as a distinct and iidclpcî.dt!iit
profession.

But tbough these are tbe claif. listing
effects produced by Johnson, ili ago:
itseif bias influenced to, a fat- gte.atr icgreo
the generai trend- of subsequciii igiisli
literature and, modemn thouglit. 'l'le git at-
est innova(ion, from a literary stanîd ,oint,
was the deveiopment of the novel iio' ils
present form. True, tales of hi ti 'n had
been publisbed previcus to t lis iiiw,
some of wbicb, sucb as Swift's (;ullivti's
Traveis, and Defoe's Robinson, Ci îisoe,
are stili famous. But fictitiotis liîterlînre
now assurmed a new phase, lthe ircitten
novel with its intricate pl(,t andi înnre or
less cortect sxudy of charnîeîc, tilt k tbe
lace of disguised political iîî ILts anci

disconnected tales otf'vnîî~ In
Ricbardson's Pamela, and ClîLs,î,iese
two characteristics weeiis flîsioîuýlt out
into definite and dear ou ii'o. 'lhle
effect was electrical, tbc wol k,, cspec,,ally
the former, becamie tbc latte or ttce towli,
ladies went into ecstzcics ovt r titun, anul
ministers reconîrncîcdc tliciii f,,ýîî tilt:


