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these thrc wcould have sufficcd te vindicate lîir claini
III he consjdered «i peet of pairaîneunIIt gcnlits, and
%vliat we have is enougli toecnablc us te trace tic main
idv'a thiat aniunatcd and inlsliredt Gretz tragedy, and
to c.ýt.tblisli te positioni tha-at any rate in ancient

*\tîen-agreat draniatist could aise lie a gyreat
nioraI teaclier.

Acschlîvus fâtind tragedv existjng ie a rude forte,
ulîichli as bee said te rescînble nothingso iîîuîchi as
a1 mlOdelru orator-i,-z- fi-Il in whlich the Choral son-
and (lance were varicd occisionally b>' tic recitatien
oft a single actor, or 1b, a dialogue carrjcd on betwccn
hinit and the leadcr of thc chorus. W'jthin fifty Years
front the date at whichi lit toolz it iii hand, it hiad at-
taîîîed its coeauplete devel'picln t.

As~ r..gards lus mioral tcaclîing, Aesclîylnis soughit to
resolve the antagonisei wlîich existed in the' popular
l>elief bct\veen power, of liglit and powers of darkness
ilbt a hjghcer arder of tlings, je whjch bath are repre-
sentcd as working ie obedience to one suprenie iaw-
the' ia% of Destin\' or i\ccssit\v. Tis inexorable
iaw 'Zens hijnseif lias ta obey, and tlîe ncecessity, of
resigniation to jt is tauight je almost every eue of thc
îlays of Acschylus. Anothcer canspicuanus point in
liis tcachiing js ]lis living belief ie Uic coîisequetices of
ancestral guilt. The pridc afheiart whjch lends on ta
iiil)jcty anid jssues in crime begets a curse wliich is
tr.unsinittcd froin gencratian ta generatian, tilI the
rjgliteousness of soie late descendanît wins the pardon
cýf licavcn. It is this thant gives its continuity ta Uic

ot'- f Orestes, which, as tokd in lus great Trilagry,
ucllcontains the wiuole af tue îboet's tîueology.

\Viile Acschyluis dcait ivitl the vast and sliadowy
forns of demi-gods and lieroes-cacli tue victimi of
nîvsteriotis farces %liicli e couki not atteuuip tu con-
troil-Soplialclcs descendcd inito Uic humitn heart, and
b\- a Subtie anialysis sauglit to cexpiain and tu justîfy
the Nitulaitions iii %-liicli Iliprags appear. ie
gordinary life of meni %%as net eougli to funisl

m.cîvu it ll he epîiscdes ii wluichlihe ciiibodjed
luis niio:ai and religiaus ideas. Bit Sapliocles, wiie
.,till incuicatiuig the central idea of Greek, tragedy-
dhat tic gnilty iîunîst suifferanid tlîat " as a eliaiu soWs
s" hahl lic reap "-la lognerjustifies the punlishmleîît

ilillictcd by refèrence toa a uystical order of tlîiugs
cNistiîîg, apart fronti the lifé cf îîîan, but finds ils saini-
tlioin anîd cxplaîîatioiî ii tlîe natural %vorkings af thie
humnait lîcari. H-is moral ideal consists ie a bcautiftîl
lîaruîîony becet inîclinationî aîîd d nty, freedocm and
ojrdei; Tlins thuere is îîîorc luninian ilitercst about bis
plays, anîd yct this does îîot iiar tue ideal beauty oflîis
cmationîs. Titanic foi-ces suchi as Prauîîctlictus aîud
t le tnicoîitrolcd passion of Clytcaîî Vesta give place
inî Sopluocies ta the sorely trizd and very hîumiait
<Edipus and the truc wonianliood of Anîtigonie.
sopliecles, in fact, brotight the (lranuia wvithin tliespiiere

of idealîzed humitn life. N-e lias beeni wvel saîd, more-
over, te be of aIl aîucieîit peets the Ilauîe whiase feel-
ings have nîost in coînunon with the spirit of aur re-

liin. H-e lias overcome the dread af heaven's eniv5,
w~hiici was perlîaps ie Aesciuylns one of tie last survi-
vals of the carlier native warsii, and( justice is witli
hiini thtaughîcut teuflj)eued wjth Ieîcrcy. I-is moral
teacuiug is suininicd Ill iii ]lis exhiortatjonî ta ceuitrol
tue desires, ta love justice, and ta fear Gcd.

Of Ettripides, it inay bc said-in the words ofM\r.
Jeff-blia.t Ilno oee is capable of feeling tiîat S apli-
dleski suprenie who does net feel tlîat Euripides is ad-
iirable." Ile hini, lhîcecr, we trace the influences of

th Uici sclîaol cf tliglit tlîat was springing Up in bis
(la), limier the S' phlist., anud teacliers of r-letoric. 'Ile
axe hiad nawv heen laid at the reot ofthe aid religion.
he staries cf the old iîythlogy Eniripides tises meiîcel

as the basis of the delîncatdou cf iunman passion aîîd
*stifferitig. Hie is tuets thie nîcst mîodern cf ail the
*draniatists, appraacliig morce iicarly thîaî citlier
*Acscliylus or Sepluecles ta tic toile cf cvery-daylifé.

A word in coclucisian about Greck coîncdy. The
clief mianeî ccnîiectci witli it is tlîat cf Aristaplîaees,
1perliaps the grcatest wit the world lias evcu' kncwn.
Iluroiglut the tlourisliiiig era cf the Atlîeuian Eni-
pie Aristeplianes burlcsqncd aIl farm of tle nîationîal
life-palitical, intellectual, moral, and social-with a
licence of wlîiiclitlielik-c wvas îîeverseeîî cithierbeforcor
silice lus day. Conscians of tle engcin oflîfs art in a
choruis cf Bacluanalian rustics, fuil cf the wine-god's
gifr, lieturned the \vhele world topsy-turvy iii lisplays.
Relying tee on the liberty that %vas the lîcnitage
cf ail Uie citizens of dcmnocratic AMiens, he clainied iii
particular ta excrcisc a direct cenisorship aven the
niîaîîîîrs and custaîins ofhis agc. I-is Cemedies coni-

*bine ail Uic clcmeîîts of burlcsque anîd pantomime with
the fiiiicticîîs of a free press. l'lie), are ail iii direct
relationî to tue palitics and literature cf the day, and
their toile is euninently personal. Nebady cscaped
h liasli, but lus chiefest abjects of detestat ion iv'eîe
tie deniagogucs whoi souglit ta nîislead a generous-
lîeartcd people, Uic philosopher and rlictoriciau who,
%vcre tryiiig te iiitroducc2a new culture, and tue entîiu-
siists wlio, cveîi in tluat renicte age, had bcguil ta
advocate Wenîen's Riglits.

Canîedy, affards fewvcr peiuts cf caîîtrist bctwveen the
ancicuit and nmadernî types cf the draniatic art thaîî
ýrr.ugcdy. Laughuter was excitcd by pretty rnuchi the
sainîe causes iii liicient timies as now, and tue nature
of tc ludficraus caîî underge but littie change. It is
iii Tragedy cspeciahly that wvc fiuîd the différences that
have fixcd sa %vide a gulf betiecn the anicient aîîd
miodern dramia. To s;îy notinig cf tic cxternah con-
trasls afforded by Uic cniplayniînt an the Greek
stage of fixed uîîasks aind hxigli, raiscd buiskins-appli-
auîces uciîdercd icccssary by the acttual circunistances
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