
èi THE MARITDBtE AGRIOtYTTURISrf.

SHEDIAC MUSSEL MUD.

È'r 111.' Miaritime qmedust

Snie iiitercstiîig faîcts wcrc glcanod
113' younr correspond(enit, iii Sheffiac re-
lat iiîg t,, thie sc-called inluscil iîîud, fo'uîd
;i tlie ha:rboî' liottoin at thiat plaîce. A
camîal observer paîssing tlirîmgl tOint
prett' plaîce amuu outiyiiîg districts, wvil
niotice tlic (ualtity of aliehîs cf alost
evcrvN desciptioni, scattered ever tlîc
fields anid iii scinc places licaiis
1,ilel cii thei sides cf tlîc ro:id. On eii-

uiinig, lie fond thait wliiit.,apjîcarcd te
liîîî ta lac oyster .shells, mias the sein-
%V'haît faioncs iiiîsscl id cf Slîeuiac.

Tis m sublstanice, i'liichi is gatherce iii
wiiîter, tlircugli lîcles cuit iii tlîc
icua, muid elevated by iiacans cf a, large
fraîine work suuppcrtiiîg a sliovel wuarked
b>3 liliu po(wer, is tlîo accumuliationî cf
cenîtuiries. de1iosited omi thme hamrbor bot-
tii, anid is laingely theu product u>f die-
cayeci îystoi' 11,(18aiid ahlîcl lishi.

lIn convîýaîtigjii witl 'Mr. S. J. W~ei-
liimg, ;iii extenisive anîd suiccessfiil fariner,
wliu, lias uîsed thîis fcîtilizeî' fer tlîo past
sixteeii yc.îr, lie receive( i nany mialei
hiiîts n'cgmrdiiîg its uise ami eil'ccts.

Mir. \Vclliiîg said lie drew about twe
lituidrcul douible ]caids cf tii~ aubstanlc
cii bis farimi every wintor, and lîad tricd
iL on :îlîiîst Cveîytlîiig amui iii aiinost
~eey way. lie founid tlîat tlîe cifeets
freîîî it were îîuost clcarly acu omi the
liighlîyiîîg paîrts cf lus fariiî, the soul cf
"V hiicl was a stifl' rcddisli day. uIn wet
lanîd lie iot iccd tliat tlîe cysters slielîs,
whi à coiaiîascd a considerablo quuuîtity
cf tlîhe latne did net decay as on dry
lanîd, but rcinaincd year aftcr year iii
tlieir liard stato. H1e aîuplicd about
twenity double leads tu an acre, drawimig
it ait onîce fromi the liarbor upon i s
tiel-ds amîd sprcading it. Ho beiovcd
tîmat by pilimig iL nip, somme at lcast cf its
virtme n'as lost, and mmentioncd iii slip-
port cf tîmis viewv, the untemiable natu.re
cf tîme sait whiil iL contaimiod amîd whicih
mîust in soule sliglit ineasure ho of ser-
vice te thue crep. He bclievcd in its
oflicaey omi allgrain crcps, (leclaring duiat
lic could miot raiso Ivlîcat witliout it.

Mr. WVelling's crop cf wlieat tîmia ycar
cami boar witniess by its luxuriant and for-
wvard condition; iii fact the crops gener-
ally, flot only on Mr. WcYlling's farm,
but on thmose cf others, to tîme value ef
inuisseli mîîd. The difiiculty, if suc], iL
nîay be cailed, witlî its use en graini
fieldls, was tîmat it mnade LIme stock groiv
to atout, liever, iL ensured a perfect
catch of grass, wlîicl i iiMr. Wcllimig'a

expericuce, rctained its strcng grewvth
for three or four ycna, before showing
any very minarked retrogmadation. Tme
difference, liowcover, bctwcen cadi crep-
pimmg in quito apparent. He lias, aide by
aide, thrce ficida of grass, whlich vcry of-
fcctually illuatrate tlîis fîîct. Tlîe first,
which is niewly seecled land, is, aitlîoughi
hist ivintcr's scvcrity lias mmcrly extin-
guishced ail the cloyer, about as good a
catch as any fariner ceuld iviali. Tme
nouxt, wmach was îioived mast ycar, in
tliicker at thie bottoin, but not (pâte go
strmmg iii grewth,while the third field fol-
l<îwing tlie graidation is bcicw Uic second
abouit as mîuchi as tic scond is beiow
tlîc first. But perhmips tlîe inost mtrik-
iag featture cf the illustration is iii the
dîffor'ence bouweenl tîmese fields, aud .1
hcand ridgc runnimmng Illomg tho top, uipon
ivhich ne inud lias ever beemipu. The
growtlî is sciîity and very short, serving
in a inost iarkcd degree tu show tîme
grass producimg (1ualities cf thim fertilizer.

A curieus fact iii coiiiiction witli it,
and une vliich Mr. WVciling is niov test-
ig, is the rcportcd injurious cfl'ects upon
potatoes, causing thmein te hecoîie scabby,
and aitliough not injuring themn imccli in
size, spoiling tlieir qîîality axul market-
able api)earaiice. Soie afliriii, oii the
otîmer lirind, tîmat for tlîc f'rst ycar iL (tocs
net cffcct thie cr0 p.

The generai cffcct omi the land, Mr.
Weiling believes tu bo, besicles ils own
addcd qualities, a lctting beaue cf the
fertility. Ho is borne out iii tlîia by lus
experience in re-pleughing land tliat lias
been cropped. ]3y the application cf this
inud tlîe land seoins to have been injiîred,
tîme fertility gene. Ho lias nover tried
the application cf imore niud upon this
secinimgly worn-out lanîd, but finds ex-
collenît resîxîts frein, tlîo application cf
farni-yard mnanure ; miore tlian oe womld
oxpeet frein lanid untouclied by "1inussie
niud. " " It seins, " Mr. WVclling said,
" tc nccd farin-yard nanuro te bring iL
toc ag'aihI."

-s a Lop-drcssimg for zicadov, lic lias
foilnd the resuits for tîme first ycar very
satisfactory, but dues net tlîink tîmat
îîîuch beiîofit is obtainced il, foilowiiig
years.

TIno charges for thmis fertilizer are 8 cts.
for single auid 16 cts. for double loads,
thie purchaaer dcing the hauling.

It lias gaincd for itscîf a local
celebrity, aîîd is bcginiiing te be l<nown
fartlier from liome; somoe cnterprising
farmiers cf etlier parts cf the province
hiaviîîg given it a triai, and, wiiilo, witn-
eut doubt, tîxere are tliose to ho found

who considor it unprofitablo, atili tho
general verudict is satiafactory, and the
iliussle mail of Shedilac înay bo said to
hlave gaiîîed for itacîf a place antong
mod0(eml fertilizers.

[At the Expt. Farm, at Nappan, N.S.,
theo in being tried on iinaurcd plotg
a quantity of tlîis niaterial, and it will bc
possible te ascertain. is exact value as a
fertilizer andi its action on tho seil.

It 'cortainly is to those ivho arc vrith-
lit easy mcens te Shediac, a source of
clicap) fertili7er, the lime iii the shieila
being wvorth the price askcd, if limie is
wantcd in the soil.-ED.

A VALUABLE WORK.
It iS witlî pleasure that wo call cur

readura; attenition to the latent work of
that able entoinologiat, Prof. J. Henry
Colnistack, of Corneli University, Ithaca,
N. Y., a cop)y of which àvo have rcceivcd.
It in entitled "An introduction te Ente-
înelogy, nnd comprises the advance
cciitioù of a niost exhaustive work,ivltich
wili ho issued nt a Inter date. There lias
been a want aniong studenit8 and famni.
ers for~a text whli iould net only givo
tho naines of injurions inisects, and tho
iiethodls of meeting their ravages, but
aise proscrit a key whieroby they couldI
ho easiIy idcntified. 13y his ivork Prof.
Conîistock lias fillcd tlîis ivaînt. The
opening chapters art devoed te the nain-
ing of the difliereît parts cf Ltme anatoniy
of inseets, their appearance, mlodlifica-
tions Ilid funictions aîîd fully illustratcd
by engravimigs. AIs tlie work proceeds
the systeiatie classification ef the in-
seets into tîme orders, sub-orders, fami-
mes, gencra, and specica, wvith the dif-
forent characters cf cadi arc sliown. As
the tcxt is more espccialUy devotcd to
those insecta province injurieus to farmi
crepa, they are f ully trcated and illus-
tratcd, «and the inost practicai and effcct-
ive rerîledies for tlieir rwage given. WVe
feel confident that whcin, this work ini
coinpioed iL iill bo equai to any now
iii print, and should r e a popular
reception, at the hiand, of those intercat-
cd iii tlîis branch cf nature'a work. A
note worthy feature cf the work is the
generai excellence cf the illustrations,
the niajority of whieh arc original,
being (irawn and engraved espccially for
tîme work by 1Mir.3 Comst-ock, who in a
thorough cntonmelogist and a skilful ar-
Lust.

W13 Isk Our readers to carefully par-
lise *Our letter, iwhich appears on our
cover page, and-givo iL their.favorablo
colnsideration.


