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A TRANSATLANTIC VOICE.

I read THE HERALD with intens inter-

- est. Irejoice at yur vigo:os mental grip
of problems,and that the lamp burns with
clearnes. (I enclose §1 to suply oil). We
‘hav no other organ giving continuos ex-
position. Even the sons of fonografy’s in-
venter refuse discusion in their Journal.
With a large fortune left them they hav

" not their father’s reforming spirit. Mr
Drummond takes an activ interest—too
few others,

Yur Platform is splendid as a genral
guide, Isubscribe toevry plank. Much
of its esence is in a report to the Amer.
Philologic Asoc'n,adopting which (moved

*- by Dr Whitney) Iseconded in Aug., 1876.

We hav to rekon with Dbitter hostility

from printers. Erly printers aimd at the
fonetic [aproximatly]. Spoken language
has drifted [from Tudor wordforms)]. We
find leters not pronounced now stil kept.
Prune these ded, witherd branches, itself
a mighty reform. We must go farther:
corect anomalies. For most of our forty
sounds ther is nodificulty: sound links to
symbol antomaticaly. Digraf consonants
(ch, sh, th, ng, dh, zh) ar thus provided.
It was a great mistake in the 1847 alfabet
not to giv a, e, i,their valuesin pat, pet,pit.
No one dreams of anything els now. The
chief difrences ar as to symbols for vow-
els in alms, ail, awl, eel, old, ooze, eider, feud.
Like the man mentiond in THE HERALD
[July, '98, p. 4] we hav lookt evrywhere
for these symbols,and lo! we hav them at
hand in the language’s web and woof.
Fanciful notions about pairing vowels
lead astray: notably ‘haus’ for howse. This
is “made in Germany.” Pairing vowels
and analyzing difthongs arside issues but
disturbing elements.
~ Yu hava grand mision to bring togeth-
er scaterd ideas into a focus of one or two
plans wel-bakt to present them to educa-
tional authorities. “Oh, that wil be joy-
ful” when twentieth century children ar
spared inflictions of kakografy, “all the
peopl say,amen,” and our language spred

. like wild-five thru the world,
- The English Sp’g Ref'm As’n did good

“work. About 100 schemes submited it re-

duced to 7. Realy the contest was between
a scheme with and one without new leters.
Ellis having burnt his fingers to the tune
of many thousand pounds with matr'x:s
and new types gave up new leters with a
bles’ng. Pitman stuk to them like grim
deth to the last, but he had in efect no
foloing. Ther is no propaganda for his or
any plan here. Among members of the
Sp.R.As’n ther was no educational enthu-
siasm, evry man fighting for hisown plan.
So the society died, with litl done since.
Peopl say, “Yu ar so divided.” Cud we
not apeal to some individual authority, or,
beter, a joint comision of British-Ameri-
can linguists apointed by governments?
Liverpool, Eng. E. JoxEs.

A SUGGESTION.
{Ch in I'alian sounds k; ¢ before e, i, sounds
as ch iz our word church.}]

Italian recognises tsh as inherent in c.
Thus, Cirita is T'shivita, or nearly so; but
Veeehia,cupld with Civita in the name of
a wel-known port, tho it has two ¢’s and
h, is sounded vek'kia. The tsh [t{] sound
of ¢ must havcome down from respectabl
antiquity. H.J.Roby, M.A,, in his excel-
ent Latin gramar, while arguing strenuos-
ly against Max Miiller and others that ¢
in oldest Latin never sounds s, but always
k, admits (p. liii) that, as erly as 222 A.p,,
in Africa at least,the language of human-
ity admited forms wherin ¢ was [ nearly.
Greek, a fine language, has no ¢. Paul
belongd to Kilikia, while some peopl wer
from Kappadokia. Roby insists that Ci-
CERO, tho so riting his name, new himself
only as KikERo, and that CAESAR was no
other than KAEsAR, father of Kaisers. At
any rate, this hardnes gave way very erly
and ¢ became asociated with softer t[.

Our own forefathers too wer sensitiv to
this asociation of c: the sturdy bo-man
bent his bo and sped his sceaft; Saxon ears
caut the cleric’s talk of episkopos [overseer
from ’epi + skoped] which he Latinized
to episcopus, Short work our fathers made
of these clasic tails;they wud not bother
with them. As for e in front they apear
not to hav caut it, P¢scop they made bis-

ceop, voicing first p.and softening ¢ by ad=



