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TRIAL BY JURY.
Titu-rit i stratiger titan fiction. cilibert sînd S ullivan,

i lic %vildcst fliglîts of thieir imagination eould niot
b:îve p.arîrayed a more farcical dcnouenn titan that
of a verdict brouglit iu by a jury of twelve of our fellow

of' iiarris v. TForontîo -lecîric Light Co. for $zo,oo da-ti
ages. H arris was a1 purveyor of rags and botties, and
kept these rags and bioules i a rollglb.cast bu ilding.
I n ttis buàildin)g lie blad ii use arnotor, st:pplied %v'ath
current front ite %vires of the defendant comîpasiy.
'I'Iese %vires iverc tapped on Hlarris' premises by a smiflI
patir cf wires, wh)ich wvere attaclîcd to a cornier ofthe
rough-casî butilding afoiresaiid, and front thence takeil
over to a dccîor's residence on the nelct street. lerein
lay te offence- the wvires Icading to :înother mian's
premîsies were rîîn on sidelilocks on the outside of the
rough.-cast rag emîporiumi, as the plaintiff said, %vithout
his consent. lie saw the %vires being so attached and
enquired ofthe linenien %vlia they, ierc for, and wvas
told. le nmade no objct:ioîn. The wircs remaincd
thcre tivo v'ears or more. and neyer a word %vas said.
O1 Ille isth of Septenîber lasi -a Stunday tftertionn--
Ille rags, as r:igs cîlen will, ignited spontancousIy or
got on lire in somne way, and the rag shop wvas laid in
ruins. As the flimisy walUs coliapsed, the %vires attaclîcd
t0 the outside were înglcd up and, of course. short-
circuiîcd, and Iurn the insufation. Hiarris promp!>'
broughît suit for len îbousand dollars agzainst the
company defendant. The case was tricd i Toronto
last weel:.

Tite nature of the evidence plat in may be gathecd
front the lesiimony of one of the witnesses. This was
a ladly wlîo wvas opprcssed with a foreboding thiat
larris's %vas to be destroyed by electricity. Site said

ihiat site had frequentiy scen Ille ciectricity running up
the wvires on %Villiani street front Qucen street and
turning the corner and goinir int larris's, and on tibis
identicai Stitda.y ie lîad secn somne of il go uip the
sîrcet and cross ovcr int the rag boreau about two
hours before lte tire. Several other witesses ;lso
testicid that they saw tlle wircs flashing lire, and then
the raggcry burst iibi a blaze of giory. Thcre was a
renîarkable uîîî;nirnitv in tlîcir test inons' ffri ire on1
the wir<és, then iînîediaîelv tce flanies bursting out
fromi tlle inside and tbrotigl the roof. Thtis %vas about
the tinme of the arrivai of the tire appuraîtus. These
witilesses ail wer-- on tic -,outil side of Ille building.

Now for the defence. Tite evidence of several
reput:îble svitnesses living on Simncoc siree, ici the cast
of the building, went in show iiat Iller were the first bo
sec the tre ; that il startcd in the centre of the building
cntirely away from wherc Ille wires were ::tîached; IlIt
iliey teleplhoned the ;:larnm Io the police station ,I ît 5
and that a«i ihis lime there was noc tire oulside the
building ai aIl. Evidence was produced by a nuniher
of witnesses that the short circuit caused by coilapse of
building occurrcd ai tic power lîouNe :t 2.417. Or i 2
minutes aller the aat was given, and prttiî;sblv z0 or
2i minutes aller lte ire brokc Out. The cvidence of
these wiînesses was clear as to Ille farts.

As to the values.-lî appears that Marris had
appealcd on bis assessnient and iook an onth before the
Court of Revision thrce days bcfore the fire thai there
was flot five hundred dollars' worth of goods in the
place, and that a big pile of the stuff reprecscnted very
liîîk ntoncy. Twva mnimbers ol the Court of Revision werc

put tipon tîte stand aînd testified to this. Ile now swore
there was ciglit thousanui dollars' wortlî. The de-
fendants could not contradiet, as the evidence waîs
destroycd-ilarris kept no bocks.

Ilis Lordship %vas impressed througliout the case
%viîi tlîe evidence subniîîed by the plaintili's %vit-
liesses, on the grou<:d that their statements were
hased on %vial îlîey hall seen sviîl Ilîcir own eyes.
On the othler liad, 1h tIc or no importance iwas attaclied
apparently b>y Ille jury to tie evidenice of the other
gentlemnen whio said ttat ilicy saw the tire start in
antiter place aiîd gave the alarmi. Tite onuis was tipon
tîte defendants te prove tliaî the contents ofI lle building
were not worth Szo,ooo; this Uic>' had failed to do. As
to tc plaintiff's sivorn stenient before the Court cif
Revision regarding the vailue cf lus goods, il was not
alloiwcd to affect Ilis veracily i the present case. 1 fis
Lordsîîip left to tîte jury te diflicîîlty of accoutiting for
the différence in lime beîween the tire alarni and flic
slarting of lthe lire and the lime of the short circuit i
the companly's %works.

The jury 'vent out and dciiberated for a couple of
hours. and thien camne into Court and asked the Judge if
they could flot make the daimage $14,000 inste:îd of
Si o,ooot! The Judge appeared staggered ail îlis,
and lie instrucled thein that they could not asvard more
than uvabs clainied, so îlîey made it the len îhousand.

Tite only serious feature cf titis case appears to be the
position in wiiich lthe defendant company ks placed by
lthe jilry's award, and the effect of the decision upon
electrical companlies tîtrougiout the country. Therc is
no doubt tat cvcry conipany doi:îg business bias a
number of thlese double services in operation. El-.ecîric
light cortpaîties svil be kepi in ht svaer unlcss thcv
find means bo proleet themiselves. TItis can be donc by
speciai agreement before entering upon an>' person's
preinises for purposes cf business. ail iron-clad agrc-
nment cf protection and indenification front risks cf
Jamiage of every liind-.alleged and actual-frot tire,
flood and the fortunes of war.
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