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A SENSIBLE DISCUSSION,

The Deccinber issuo of tho Edurafor
containad an articlo by Mr. W, @. Jen.
kins, of tho ol -Hurtfond School,. oit
“Tho Question of Sigus,” whnch lifted n
xomowhal threadbaro subject out of tho
common - rut of projudice and nidicnle,
and gaveat n garh of respectability. Mr.
Jenkins always writes «eiably and well;
and recognizes thio rights of others to
hold and oxprews opluions thioigh antip-
odean to hiw own. He s ono of a fow
-writers on- this and” kindred subjects
whoso productionsary read nnd reapect-
el- by the pmfession - generally. Our
own interost in-his poblished - articles
may boenhanced by a harniony of nontt-
ment that finds tavor without any con.
cossion of preconceived viowsoropnbions,
Hero is & kentenco, takon from his i
-troductory remarhs, that will nervo as a
-koy uote to tho whols article to which
wo have referred —" It tijust bo ovident
-to all teachors of tho déaf that tho
‘Preseut unrest, and, in sowo degreo,
mncetital confuron with regard 1o the uxe
of .<igns, 1% largely due to thowr over
doing; and the reaction now tn proyress
in Gemuany  agamst oxclivive oral
1ncthods, in the natuml rebound against
that inordinate veal which boootnes, at
last, inoro concermed: about the jer-
-petuation-of -a nystem, than- for  the
pupily educatéd inder it That 1 wel)
oxprensel, Thoro i+ now, and evident
Iy has been for somo tme past, o ten.
deney in prominent schools for tho deaf,
and by prominent watructors in these
schoolw. to unduly clovato and magnify
tho fmportanco of signs as s meanw of
educating tho deal.  Theso- otponents
of “*a syt language,” »o callad, writo and
talk in defunco of ther Liobhy with an
eathumann and-ability that nust bo
regarded as conemendable, though inam
festly ungencrous and conceted — Thoy
inviat “that that part of . our combined
’yntein is roally tho srme qua non of the
whole, aud to deny 1ty supremacy
only Lo ndvertise one's ignorance of the

real significancs of tho oducation of the

deel We are fnlly commmtted to the
uro of the combnned systein, avil s now
detined and practivxd m o lagge numtnr
of schools for the deaf  bat we willimgly
concede anuch o those who do not o
actly agree with us  Mmony the mosy
pronounced  advocatsm of oralian aro
wonie of tho ablest and most experienesd
teachers of the deaf fnng  The very
[uct thas they nee able and expenencsd,
—aiml we hnow tliem to be honest as
well, shoutd command respoct for their
behefs.  Though we wonld not exclude
wgus from the swystem of mstrnction v
favor, we ware, tho Mr Jeukins and
ofleer of mnular views, seohers afier the
tewals, and Uelieve that “ the whele
generally found i tho unten of what i
bost in both wystemss  Another quota
tion from Mr Jenkine asticle sall stand
without comment. 1t 14 adinirably ex
pressesl 1T sy "Behovng as 1 o
that the way to tearn Enpliali is Lo uwe
it nnd that the most instructivo way to
wde 1t wwto writeat, I, nevertheless find
tanes al occasions when sgnaare help
fal,  There are two mdes 1o overy ies.
tion, and the dircussion of the use of
Mgnn ianot a subject that anyone need
glow into a white heat abont

Mr Dasulon « enticran of what Mr
Jei)_kmx hian written ix alwo fasr Kenerous
U munt, saed courteons uxpresaon
1t 14 the conviction of a gentleman who
sl wntes from oxpertence and with
marked ninhity He candudly avows lis
sympathy for oralisin, as the best eann
of mstructing the deaf, hut does pot
deny that mgus have lvwn the means of
axhing i the dovclopment of that work,
as catt Lo ro well oxenphified n the
schools of Amenien, equipgest and con
ducted expressly for the benefit of this
claws.  Anud here, we contend 18 where
the advocates of a combanesl systenr ean

chinch their strougest angmnent. It way

anly recentle that ofalism won dista

guished converts aml divtdéd the imter

exty of pronubent aducators i Amnerica.
A few nchooln hiave beey uxcluaiely de

soled  to it for iany yeam, with a farr
degtree of success bt since ~ O Jlan

ford * was- ewtablichad - R eontury ago
sigun have hold a place of hotor i nesghy
all chiools for the.deat  The men and
woniien who have been educated asider
thie comlbined s stom. and wiho hisve wou
such honotablo distmctton i hife, arc
witheases of s atibty,  Elsewhore,
Enrope, - oralinm hav had s Jong - and
ox farr.a tnal.  How do-thio aggregate
results comparo ! Certamly  not o
favorablo’ ta the American ayatem  If
tho ttne of Mgy 18 so grent an WUEY to
tho deaf. 1n 8 truo evlicational wense;
why has not this mjnry dovelopod itaeif
horo conspnenotly 1 otir kehools, gl
w tho hies of thowxaudsof our prupnts

In ths parageaph Me Davuleon ovs
dently adunts niore than Bo ntended.
“H mgna could bo conlined to tho tecture
PMatforin, thiere wonlid bo little ur nathunyg
toray agannt than, but thé Yuestior 14
whother by cndomang and teachg - this
mgd  languago we do not retard- fhe
pupls ot '
‘which 1u the'ensenbial means to all eraet
justructions, &c¢  Just how weh the
progrosa of deaf pupals hias heen retandel
“mlearning  Enghsh, ™ by the uwse of
mpnK, tho reconds of our wehools st
dotermune. The  weahyte must - wettle
thus quoastionr to thetr oun xatisfaction
with  the fucts already collected and
coupariais so readily wvnilabis W
want Mr Dasulson to define Just what
ho odmits. I the b insybvama School,
with which he ™ comiceted, tho rval
systotnn ore beng wapasundly
thoronghty tested, by weansof an argan
1zation superiorto'w hint oximis elsowliere.
Are tho omlly tanght pupls confitiend to
thix mingle 1ueans of obtwimng nfor
tmation on all anbigects, whother 1) class
room, chapel, lecturs-all, or oy the

Brogress an clearnig English -

- —

play ground » I the test i veally an
i tial one thev should bes 16 mighs
bee poeadbbc for puipily so restrieted o
ubtam e niformation from a lecturer
W bue 19 fanmbtary wath the peenhiantios of
by readhing o artienlation, as now
practiced. but the apbject ttist Lo adise
rusanl with «pocial eare for thesr needn,
When waeh pupils tintel their selinoling
shd go oul intu the world, whers the
teachers atd cannot ba relied on, how
will they gather knowlslge atul  bnd
wental pleasuro trom tho carelos aud
often vory defective articulation of those
with shom thoy 1utst nwsociato?  Thon
the real test of tho sseal systems m the
wlincation of the doaf willbomade: aud,

mntess the Amencan oralists greatly

tnprove the resnlt= already obtasned,
the wilvaninges will réuain on the sude
of the contbined avstemn

e

MR, SPEAR'S OBJEQIIONS,

—

Devirw [agkr, N D Jesu & VOI.

Mk Fraton, In the Issue of your jmper of
layuary 1 | pote the following ™ ‘Our genlal
frleand Mr A B Xpwar of the “orth Dalota
Selienl raunat exctise the freesutnpiion of m leat
persou who attetopts to address sn andience
oealiv T still puzsles oy to understad how Mr
Hjwar aho is adoaf (ran, can so authoritatively
vonder g Hie oral effortaof the Jdeal™ You are
etienty orrect (4 refertion Lo our woull be

orsl resders  as C‘povauiapiboun sl {helr
rflorts sy “attenpts’  fnt it fsnot thicir pre
sutngdlon 1o whieh T particularly ohjcet. 3 fa
the rolowsa) presumftion of the other fellown,
»liv woubl finve us beueve the nitewnte are
trupnphm, who uiake thetu & baets Tor 1 llll&lh?
tie lportance sl value of ajwech to the dea
1n thair eincation, amt in their socisl mtut tusl.
fesn telativns, sho Jeint to than as having
wewht to deterinne us in this Hitle roatter of the
llfn]lrr wrcthode to ﬂnrlo'; i the elocativd of
he deaf  In LLis migh 1ustle for the “truth”
let La test ajl thiogs  To (e It looks like the
search [ar rzuth up ta date hine conlstend waintg
lu Mehing the aigm anguage diseharging Jdowf
temelien ~ wewd putiing heaving oties n Lhelr places
ewed falling 0 our faces before & wdglity ool
whme uatne is “Proanotion of Seech 1o the
Inaf  and the troth Ibrrunr tniwrable irutly,
which eopsleta i prepuriog the desf for 1he
higlieat plans of osefulnesa and happlices of
whirh they are eapmble, 19 left 10 look uut (or
itell  The deal thetirelves wayt the tenth, spd
tuey will heaztily emdore lanilimate efforts in
the -&mh'pmﬂwlkm 'oe but they Aniow Lthat
speaeh lias U lisits, Ihr& kbow the cutnjmrative
valie of specs b sl the aoguan of signe.  The
hase 8 deeprronted potivn that wore of thedr tee
b ppiteeas In thils world ts loand up in e Taiter
thau i the foruer, st -olhug srappledt tothelr
wtils with hooka of steel  [tat they don § ohject
to spwewcls when 1t 1 tade sanbervient to the
tuth 3y «If telng & troet 7ealons soarchet for
trath sont hoowing the ajortance the “grovant.
e ate llable to attach to theso sticnupts, xhich
the truth an thus far reveated, shows us to La of
e agnificante (0 the slocstion of the deaf, 1
liave venturad to rall down o few of 1ny friends,
who withous knowlt it ate nh-tmct{m; usin
i seareh for the druth Now as to the latter
’-n of tha ?uumi remsarks that heat \hia ejustle,

bave read that In Uermany teacliers of the
et tald that the deet wre incapmile of erprras
g an opdaion abuut thamaelves or the methxl
by which they are edneated  § mas pot aware,
however unlll T remd your article that the
u'-lmuu- nf tha Iretued ternan jrofessirs were
slas heder 1y teachrerw (B Catada--the land of my
Lirth ana howe of iy ellldhiomt  You sre puaz-
rlel vou sy Ruzely tho fact that heating ie
nrcteiary {0 natura), andin evtendeldscourw,
sxrveabile aud (nielligible syt €xevln Lo rage
Rirl moat favore] clrcunances, is tot o fraz:
toily and wonderfally oldaw we 10 le Ly ol the
urdlerstaraling of the deal  The donf enslly vom
Preheud the salue saad utiliny of sigus and the
fuanusl atphalet and never lowe sight of It In the
talhty Fush aft 'r 47uth.” Why then cab they
Y understand the olher amw) ul!ully dals fact?
Yortn ko i sl vomrself justics in mn’eulua o3
are pmzrbed  over such ap CRaY (Juealion ema
L comwlennn the oral oﬂ'uﬂnu}lhe dealf™ 1
troteat Jdo no st thiag | once sawr & ian
without aptias who hud tearued 1o srita with hile
b, bt b was s dine wdeeuin freak s my
How wnd labored search aftep truth | have army-
=l st Biwwchville from which 1xnnt | pereelve
that abwul 11 Jer i ent of tha romaion’ bag-
furem {ntelnding the oral reading at Chileags, ate
of the ditne innwuim treak, ordee =2kt Jathilethat
vou ulatake for oral efforts  llow far on the
fuad of truth wee ,ou behind me-Mr Pititor®

VM. Hrkaw

We now linve rolnetinng ke A donito
vlea of what Mr Spcar ooy object o,
The aboso cmimunidation clearly dofines
bix poaation. and wo find 1t 1w tiot yist
whnt we coneludid ot WAN, u former
terance- and erticismn. 1o doew not
= much obyeet W deaf (wersons yXereis
g thewr voead povera for tha sdificstion
wid entertamnent of auseinblies, 1f thoy
hase wotherat contidenco to makeo the
“altetpt, am e doos 20+ the other {¢l
lows clanmng wuch efforts an tristinplin
of theie wymtens, cte Thy other fellows™
here refernsl o are thy oraliats, for
wheonn vur Dahuta foend weens to enter
i o meagre neegrect,. Pl tisposen of
niich that we adverwly cntiamsd,  Wo
objeet to * the other Tellows” tny such
things, tou, ur chaunng what thoy are
not puatly entitlod e, Phe Position wo
oeeupny e thie eyt tverny abont KWystenis
haw been repoatedly letin i thoso
columns. Wo haso i, and repeat e

——

Lehof, that deaf e,

M l:-,.t"“ U
who frave boen orl Cangi,g ,{,N
more infarmation a1 - - “
Dife, tter leaving w i, --..".;"‘u
cf st and the may ., .u..._il:l.l
they poxdbly eay fro, ey, ,.,m“ u
shaple,  Mr. Spear o, . Py ..u.,,‘w
doubt unintcutional v u:

maid, neither have w, BN (g
“the deal aro ineapaby, .

R L L
opinfon about themse 1, , .:.. .:.h“
by wehick Wioy ave i 0 W, ”:
Iy oxproseed-a ooy hinn by
deaf porson eontdantho -+, ), “Pitieng
the oot efforteof other. 11 ,.1',,“.:‘“

i a manifest- daivengen. . Oty g
tion At issng, s far an 4, g we gy,
xaid i concerned  Hlen s |, wili by

when hotter nOQUAILeTt @il sy e

Canndians hiere, that we 1, g ha b
tind hiw B our seanis 1 oy, sk
tn educational inatters W, 4 [P

ing the xanio conrao, and + vy, 14, resch
tho kaine conclusions, '
l £l X

The Chromele LIILIDRITENS
orgamzation of tho wehww . artie
liax beenacconmpliahiod win gunin iy
at tho Olne School  Niw 1t 1. jyured
Lo ro oaianize tho detuesti e e,
by adupting “the tannh iy whyt,
we-aro WL, “wall give b chugg g,
bonetit of better phiysieal sare g wi
worml trining.”  That veitaimh am
A good deal, and we an <genp
curious 1o hnow pitat whoat  the vy
plan® wigmfies,

ek thy o

Ll
“Curney,” which 1o <anl e | we
de plame for I'rof. Jenbivs 0 it tan
fund," fecr Jeted with kb coiustew o
thd -tormr eclective apstem s na
applicd Lo the popuiay ik s -
for Instroctng tho deal b was ravn
thewr colmns- before Mi Jeniae w
dl-l-y ()“l(_'i jur-on i‘-lll.l-l]u\hl iy \”im
A gol idea, no Iar an we hiow B
avter who st @eed Ui tenn 1 @
APITOPDIALO 0hie, AN we heseps conal 1

rany. -
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Tho Denf.Mules. Juns va nas - viwed

‘upuit the tienty thind year o v by

cation, tho faavo of Janoars Bl wi e
ihg thio LISt 11 does wme nw sl
May 1ty tntluente inerea~ s i -l
of disenca bo stall more e b s
by, Itiwa good paper,

HAMIULLON JUNTS
From our ven Cortespomwiont

Syriau Pettit, of Stony ¢ vk was s
safor i tho ity lately  He o~
telligent mnte, and the iy e w4
he glad to keo Lim ap thes w o whenant
comvoment to hinnwelf
" Tho lante page of tin gl et
alphabot, in your paper. tv e - apitabd
It attracts hinnadiate aneaton a2
uiakow peoplo tnore tnterested 0 A
un'imited number of fnends s awel
me for a'copy,and L have prowead ta
one if it -!n chept ap b v pufet
Peobably it s a fair means o helpm b
fucreano your wubsenptioni 1 .

Samuel Syl hinsop aeal anapl "':
ery and reparrigg sliop on e Sin
South, whero o willbe ple duna ™
nny furnitnro for repairang: 4 i b 3y
Prrices,
= Jan, Mosher pows as- 1
leatanuto deaughits player .o ll,mnl.lm'
and o far as tont groon 1w '"'h;;
pot clalin Lo that titlo Yt Ill b
1on at a dilferent game - 1 '; .
who wonld bo pleased ta me et inn e
dealaanute who thinks e o I :
tho title at ch(’:i'(‘iuun Y
through correspondence )

('llft‘l. .\Iorti!ucr, of Mt -~ ‘:
cily -nd presont. e say fnoar=
‘\li?lou 14 pretty nlach now
boot and shey Lonn of 1 '“"'.“I'L
Hanilton bemg on strike 1 e
w010 othiem, have bevn lasd o 10"
time.

A mecting of the wnte-
and waburl has been calle
. Byene, in tho Y MU
cor, Jackson and Jammen Stie-
201k Thoe olgees e the o
an activo Laterary and el
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